^/  ? 


I 


'  "^  "^1^  ^45?''  '^■^'  i-'"'^'  in'-*' j^v^"  *'>»^  '■!  ''^'  ^"c  i^tJ^i*  "^ 


vj 


The  Western 
Boundary  of  Massachusetts. 


FUANKMN  LKONAKl)  POI'i:. 


tounox. 


THE 


Western   Boundary 


Massachusetts  : 

A  STUDY  OF 

INDIAN   AND  COLONIAL  HLSTOKY. 


FRANKLIN  LEONARD   POPE. 

MKMIIKK    '•)•    niK   liKRKSlllKr,   IIISI  mRKAI     .\M»    '<II   >!..■      ■•«  .l.V 


rrnsKiEi.M.  mass. 

PRIVATEL.Y  PRINTED. 
1886. 


PREFACE. 

In  the  following  hislorical  skeich,  the  subslaiicc  of  which  was  cmbodicti 
In  a  paper  read  at  the  t|uarterly  inectinR  of  the  Oerkshirc  Historical  ami 
Scientific  Society,  in  May,  iSSs,  an  attempt  has  been  ma<lc  to  trace  with 
some  care  the  sequence  of  events  which  led  to  the  final  establishment  of  the 
existing  boundary  between  the  stales  of  Massachusetts  and  New  \ttr\i. 
The  history  of  this  particular  boundary  has  been  involved  in  political  com- 
plications, which  tend  to  confer  upon  it  a  more  than  local  and  temporary 
r<tnRequcnce.  Indecil,  it  Is  not  improbable  that  the  collateral  results  of  the 
present  investigation  may  be.  by  many,  regarded  as  of  more  interest,  if  not 
actually  of  greater  importance,  than  those  more  immediately  aimed  at. 
Among  the  indirect  results  which  have  thus  rewarded  the  author's  re- 
searches, may  be  mentioned  the  new  light  which  has  been  thrown  upon  thr 
local  history  of  the  Indian  nation  originally  occupying  the  country  between 
the  Hudson  and  Connecticut  Rivers;  a  connected  relation  of  the  origin, 
progress,  and  results  of  the  anti-rent  troubles,  which  disturbed  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  slate  of  New  York  for  more  than  a  century;  and 
the  important  fact,  now  for  the  first  time  clearly  established,  that  the 
permanent  settlement  of  Berkshire  county  was  commenced  by  pioneers 
from  the  Valley  nf  the  Hudsim,  at  a  very  much  earlier  date  than  has  hitherto 
been  supposed. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  paper,  the  unpublished  manuscript  archives  of 
the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  as  well  as  many 
county  and  town  records,  have  been  freely  consulted  and  have  yielded  much 
valuable  material.  The  present  relation  can  be  considered  as  scarcely  more 
than  an  outline,  and  hence  the  authorities  for  all  important  statements  made 
have  been  Indicated,  so  far  as  practicable,  for  the  convenience  of  future 
investigators.  The  author  desires  to  express  his  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  the  custodians  of  the  several  state,  county  and  town  archives,  as  well 
as  to  those  friends  who  have  aided  in  the  collection  of  material  and 
otherwise  facilitated  his  labors. 

EiKiEWooii  Farm,  Elisrthtlh,  y./.,JuHi- 1,  i386. 


THE    WK8TEKX    I)OUN])AUY  UF  MAt^SA- 
OlIUSIiTTS. 

A  HTUnV  OF  INDIAN  AND  OOLoNIAI.  HIKTOUY. 

The  adjustiiiont  of  the  houiulary  h'licH  iKitwccn  MaKsiehu- 
Huttrt  IJay  and  tlio  adjacent  colonies  and  provinces,  is  a  snUjert 
which  for  genemtions  furnished  a  most  pnilitic  occasion  of  con- 
trovei>iy  and  dlRa^reenient  l>etween  tlie  autliorities  and  tiie  in- 
hahitantu  of  the  several  j^overnnients  concerned  tlieix'in.  Tlie 
iiistorian  who  has  had  no  occasion  to  investi^i^ate  the  matter, 
can  form  Init  an  inade<]nate  conception  of  tlie  vast  vohnne  of 
legislation,  ne<fotiatlon  and  correspMuience  i-elative  to  this  nnh- 
jeet  which  oncumher  the  <lusty  aivhivesof  the  ancient  colonial 
governments.  It  w<»nld  have  heen  well  if  this  weiv  all,  hut 
these  same  records  afford  ahmidant  evidence  that  the  lM>nndarv 
disputes  originated,  or  at  all  eveiitP  furnished  a  convenient  \nv- 
text  for  many  angry  altercatiojis  and  riotous  assend>lages,  which 
not  infretpiently — at  least  in  the  case  of  the  particular  lH>unda- 
ry  to  which  this  investigation  relates — terminateil  in  armed 
conflicts  attended  with  no  inconsidemhie  loss  of  life. 

There  is  perha])s  no  reason  to  supi>ose  that  ^laswichusetts  has 
sinned  in  this  i*espect  heyond  any  of  her  sister  states,  for  it  is  a 
matter  of  history  that  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  the  same  causes 
of  diffeixjuce  have  existed  elsewhci*e,  and  have  necessarily  pr»>- 
ducod  similar  results.  It  has  been  truthfully  ohserve<l  that 
while  adjacent  landholders  may  take  hut  little  note  of  the  title, 
quality  or  cultui*e  of  their  neighbor's  fields,  they  are  iieverthe- 
IciM  cei*tain  to  evince  a  lively  and  abiding  interest  in  the  (]ues- 
tioii  of  the  pi"oi>er  location  of  the  division  fences.  It  is  tliis  in. 
tftinctivo  jealousy,  a  feeling  which  is  shared  by  every  one  of  us 
ill  reBjXJCt  to  the  i)ossible  enci'oachmeiits  of  iieigIil>on>  ii|x>ii  his 
territorial  ^wssessions,  which  lends  a  certain  degree  of  eoiitciii- 
poraneous  humuii  intei'est  to  the  subject  of  this  pa])er.  In  the 
case  of  tlio  l)oundary  l>etween  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts 


^  T/ie  Western  Bpnmhiry  of  Massoi^hiusctts. 

and  New  York,  the  bitterness  of  the  controversy  wa»  intcnsiticd 
by  the  presence  of  conditions  whicli  did  not  exist  elsewliere. 
It  involved  not  only  a  conflict  of  different  nationalities  but  of 
antagonistic  political  institutions.  To  look  upon  this  contention 
merely  as  a  trial  of  conclusions  between  the  English  and  Dutch 
settlers  and  their  respective  descendants  would  be  to  underesti- 
mate its  triie  significance,  for  it  involved  something  far  more  im- 
lK)rtant  than  this;  it  was  nothing  less  than  a  death-struggle  be- 
tween the  free  land-tenures  and  indei)endent  town  orgjinizations 
of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  and  the  anticpiated  feudal  system 
under  which  the  adjacent  territories  of  the  province  «>f  Xew 
York  were  held  and  governed.  While  the  (piarrel  had  its  origin 
in  the  selfish  greed  of  individuals,  yet  from  beginning  to 
end  these  j)eculiar  jxilitical  and  social  conditions  exercised  u 
latent  infiuence  upon  the  diameter  of  the  proceedings,  and 
confer  upon  the  subject  a  degree  of  historical  interest  and  im- 
[wrtHuce  which  under  other  circumstances  it  might  not  have 
jMjssessed. 

The  original  rights  of  sovereignty  and  dominion  assumed  in 
America  by  the  great  European  poweiv  were  founded  in  the 
fii-rtt  instHnco  upon  the  basis  of  prior  discovery  and  possession  ; 
rightH  into  the  origin  of  which  it  is  not  prop«)sed  to  imjuiru,  but 
which  are  founded  upon  ancient  and  immenit)rial  usage.  Tnder 
the  law  of  nations,  the  mere  fact  of  i)rior  discovery  constitutes 
in  itself  but  an  imi)ei'fect  or  inchoate  title,  uidess  followed 
by  actual  occupation,  and  a  formal  declaration  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  sovereign  or  state  to  take  possession.  Hut  it 
should  1)0  understood  that  the  titles  assorted  in  the  royal  gmnts 
were  against  other  European  nations  only.  Tho  English,  the 
French  and  the  Dutch,  alike  asserted  an  exclusive  claim  to  tho 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  their  respective  discoveries,  but 
tho  right  in  the  soil  was  in  fact  limited  to  the  privilege  of  pre- 
emption, or  in  other  words,  tho  oxelusivo  right  to  purchase  at 
the  ownor^s  price  such  lands  as  tho  natives  might  bo  disposed 
to  sell,  not  the  right  to  oooree  from  them  an  unwilling  sur- 
render of  their  territory.  In  accoi'danco  with  this  tmditional 
jwlicy,  each  colonial  goveniment,  within  itsouii  limits,  asserted 
and  enforced  an  exclusive  right  to  extinguish  Indian  titles  by 
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fair  ])iirclmse,  luidorthc  wmction  of  treaties  made  by  tlie  natives 
collcetivoly  in  open  council.  All  private  jnircliaKCB,  wliether 
from  the  Indians  indiviilually,  or  collectively  as  tnl)es,  were 
held  U)  l»e  absolntely  null  and  void.  Hence  a  goveninicntal 
<Xrant  was  the  only  source  of  territorial  title  of  wliicli  the  valid- 
ity M'as  admitted  in  the  couits  of  justice.' 

The  authorities  of  the  several  colonies  apjwar  on  the  whole 
t(»  have  treated  the  Indians  with  pniiseworthy  justice  and  uhkI- 
eration.  There  were  isolated  instances,  it  is  tnie,  in  which  the 
lands  of  the  Indians  were  wron^ully  approj)nated  or  the  sti|»- 
ulated  comj)ensation  withheld.  Through  comipt  jMditical  in- 
Huences,  or  hy  misrepresentation  and  fraud,  unscnipulous  indi- 
viduals sometimes  succeeded  in  obtaining  r  prima  Jacie  title  to 
lands  to  which  they  had  no  right,  but  cases  of  this  kind  may 
fairly  have  been  said  to  be  exceptional.'* 

The  English  claim  to  that  portion  of  the  continent  of  North 
America  included  in  the  great  patent  of  James  I.  in  IfiOO,  was 
founded  on  the  discoveries  of  Sebastian  Cabot,  who  in  14H7-S 
sailed  at  a  distance  along  the  Atlantic  coast  between  the  forti- 
eth and  forty-eighth  parallels  of  latitude. 

The  claim  of  the  Dutch  was  founded  upon  the  di«covoric»  of 
Henry  Hudson  a)ul  Adrian  Block.  Hudson,  an  EngliHh  nmri- 
ner  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Comi>any,  sailed 
from  Holland  in  the  spring  of  lOou,  and  after  an  adventurouB 
voyage  anchored  wi'^liin  the  mouth  of  the  river  aftei^wards  callctl 
the  Delaware.  Thence  coasting  northwaixi  lie  entered  the  lower 
Iwiy  of  New  York,  and  in  Septend)er  lOOU,  after  having  g]M)nt  n 
few  days  in  the  examination  of  the  adjacent  shores  and  waters 
ho  cautiously  ascended  the  river  called  by  the  natives  the  Ma- 
hicanituk,'  until  on  the  sevontconth  of  that  month  ho  droppetl 
anchor  nearly  op])ositc  wliat  is  now  Castlcton.    Here  lio  landeil. 


1.    Kent's  Commentaries.    (8th  £d.)  HI,  408-402. 

3.  As  early  as  IG^iB,  Massacliusettn  formally  prohibited  the  purohare  of  land  from  tlic 
natives  without  liounso  from  the  (rovemmont.  and  P]>7nouth  In  1043  passed  a  slmnHr 
inw.  In  New  Nctherlandi*  a  like  honorable  policy  was  purnuod  from  the  flrxt  by  IImj 
Dutch,  and  afterward  continued  by  their  sucoeuors.  Immediately  after  the  ooQ<|U«>iit 
hy  the  Kn((lii«h  in  1U4)>^,  It  wan  ordained  that  no  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Indiana  sIkhiIU 
he  valid,  without  the  lloonMe  of  the  Kovemor  and  tlie  exeoutlon  of  the  puroikaiw  In  him 
presence. 

8.  Aoconlinic  to  Ilcckrwelder,  this  was  the  name  ^ven  to  the  river  by  the  Delawami 
and  otiior  southttni  trihex,  si^)lfyiiig  literally,  the  place  of  the  Mahioann.  The  Ma hh -aim 
ihemHuivttH  called  it  the  sliatenuir.  The  Irociiiois  namo  ai^ean  to  ba%'e  been  dUmhat- 
at«>a.    Coll.  N.  Y.  liist.  Soc.  I,  «). 
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aiul,  iifi  it  is  i*clatccl,  upon  invitatioi*  accompanied  an  Indian  ea- 
clicm  to  hip  wi<;wani  where  lie  was  liospitahly  entertained.'  Af- 
ter sending  an  exploring  party  in  a  hoat  at  least  as  far  as  what 
is  now  Watei-ford,  Ilndson  retnrned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mahi- 
canitnk,  and  sjiiled  homeward,  reaching  Dartmouth,  England, 
on  the  seventh  of  Novemhcr,  from  whence  he  forwarded  an  ac- 
count of  his  discoveries  to  his  employei*R.  The  next  year  a 
comi)any  of  Amsterdam  merchants  dispatched  a  trading  vessel 
to  the  newly  discovered  river,  and  in  1012  and  1G13,  a  numher 
of  similar  commercial  ventures  were  undertaken.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1013,  one  of  the  Dutch  vessels  commanded  by  Adrian 
I>l<K'.k  was  accidentiUly  hunied  just  as  she  was  about  to  sail  from 
the  river  on  her  return  voyage.  In  conscipienco  of  this  misfor- 
tnno,  IJlock  and  his  ci*ow  wore  obliged  to  winter  among  the  nil- 
tives,  in  huts  which  thoy  erected  on  Manhattan  island."  During 
the  winter  Block  ])uilt  a  small  yacht,*  and  in  the  spring  under- 
took a  voyage  of  exploration  to  the  eastward.  Sailing  along  the 
northern  shore  of  the  sound,  he  visited  what  he  named  the 
"  River  of  Koodenberg,"  or  Red  Hills,  which  he  described  as 
"about  a  bow-shot  wide."  To  Block  therefore,  must  be  as- 
cribed the  honor  of  the  firet  discovery  of  our  own  beautiful 
river,  the  Iloiisatonic.  Still  further  eastward  he  came  to  the 
mouth  of  a  large  river — the  Connecticut — which  he  named  the 
Fresh  river.  He  ascended  this  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
near  the  present  village  of  Windsor  Locks,  where  he  found  a 
fortified  Indian  village.  Returning  thence  to  the  sound,  he 
successively  visited  the  localities  now  known  as  Thames  river, 
Mrmtauk  Point,  Block  Island,  Narragansett  Bay,  the  Vineyard, 
Nantucket,  and  Nahant.*  Six  years  therefore  before  the  Pil- 
grims landed  at  Plymouth,  all  the  prominent  localities  on  the 
southern  and  southeastern  coast  of  New  England  had  been  vis- 


I.  A  detailed  account  of  Hudson's  exploration  of  the  river  and  bay,  derived  from 
Jnct's  Journal  of  Hudson's  third  voyage,  and  De  Laet's  narrative,  is  f^iven  in  Brodhead's 
History  of  New  York,  i,  iO-M.    See  also  Yates  &,.  Moulton's  History  of  New  York,  I. 

S.    Brodhead's  Hist.  New  York,  i,  46. 

S.  Tills  was  the  first  vessel  built  in  New  Netherland.  and  was  named  the  Onnitt. 
(Restless.)  It  was  fortv-fonr  and  a  half  feet  long,  eleven  and  a  half  feet  beam,  and  of 
altout  H  lasts,  or  10  ttms  burden.  Col.  History  of  Now  York.  1, 18;  Brmlheatrn  Now 
York.  I  U. 

4.    Brodhoad>  niRt.  New  York,  I,  nn-fiO. 
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ited  iiiul  examine<l  by  tin's  enterprising;  Duteli  exploivr.  Fr»>ni 
Cape  C<m1,  he  returned  to  Holland,  and  in  the  followinj;  year 
supervised  the  prei)ar;itinn  of  unia])  end»odyin«;liis  discoveries.' 
Anned  witli  tliis  map  as  :ni  exhihit,  the  Amsterdam  meivhants 
now  petitioned  tlie  States-Cieneral  of  the  Netherlands  for  a  trad- 
ing; charter  to  the  rei;i(»ns  which  had  heen  ma<le  known  h^'  the 
enterprise  of  the  Dutch  niivi«;atoiv.  The  reipicst  was  at  once 
complied  with,  and  on  the  loth  of  October,  H»14,  the  charter 
of  tiie  "Directors  of  New  Xetherlands"  was  ])asse<l  and  dul}' 
sealed,  ;ri*iuitiu<;  them  the  exclusive  riijht  "to  visit  and  navigjtte 
to  the  aforesjiid  newly  discoveit,;!  lands  lyinv  in  America,  Vkj- 
tween  New  France  and  \'ir«;im*a,  the  wa  coasts  whereof  extend 
from  the  fortieth  to  the  forty-tifth  dejrree  of  latitjulc,  now 
named  New  Netherlaiuhinf*  iKtohoneen  on  the  Fi^»u*M*lvo  Mup 
prepared  hy  thenu)  for  fo»n'  voya^fes  within  the  i>er'H'  of  three 
years,  conuneuciu^f  on  the  tiivt  day  of  .Famiary,  KH5,  next  en- 
8uin»;,  or  sooner."* 

In  KJ14  a  fortitied  trading:  post  called  F<»rt  Nassim  wasestdv 
lishcd  near  what  is  now  Albany,  and  Jacob  Eelkins,  its  coni- 
nunulant,  ere  lon«;  succeeded  in  establishing;  a  lucrative  traftic  in 
fui*,  while  he  kept  scoutiu*;  parties  constantly  eu<;a*j^'d  in  ex- 
plorini;  the  surrounding  wilderness  and  in  cultivating  fnendly 
relati«>ns  with  the  native  inhabitants.'* 

A  mutually  advantageous  treaty  of  j)eacc  and  friendship  was 
concluded  at  an  early  day  between  the  whites  and  the  Indians 
at  Fort  Nassjui,  which  renudned  uid)roken  for  more'  than  one 
hundred  and  iifty  yeai-s.^ 

The  tirst  English  e\'])loratiou  of  the  southern  coast  of  New  Eng- 
land took  place  in  KHi),  in  which  year  Captain  Thonuis  Demer, 
sailing  from  Moidicgan  near  the  Kennebec,  rounded  Cajw  C<hI, 
])a8scd  inside  of  Long  Island,  and  thence  to  James  n'ver.  The 
following  year  he  returned,  making  a  more  care'ful  examination 
of  the  shores,"'  after  which  he  tnmsmitted  his  rei)ort  to  liis  ciii- 

1.  Tlie  oritdnal  of  this  map.  whicli  Is  beautifully  executed  on  pHrclimem,  l«  In  the 
archives  at  the  Hajfue.  It  Is  the  most  annicnt  map  extant  of  the  coast  of  iwnitheni  Ni-w 
Knicland  and  New  York.  A  fao  sinillo  Ih  In  the  oftlce  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albwijr. 
A  'lotailed  description  of  It  may  bo  found  In  Brodhead's  Ulat.  New  York,  i  TSR-6. 

a.    New  York  Col.  llUt.,  I.  10. 

X    HrodheadV  Hist.  Now  York.  I,  .V>.  07,  7.V>. 

4.    IKic.  nist.  Now  York,  ill,  .'>! ;  Hrodhcad's  Utet.  New  York.  I,  81. 

R.    n^nnerH  letter  IKhv  87.  lOIlt,  In  New  York  UW.  Soo.  Coll.,  I,  «i8.  • 
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j>l«iyci',  Sir  Fenijuulo  (iurj^es,'  who  with  tliirty  assJK-iateR  con- 
stitutiii<;  tlio  l*lymontli  coiiipany,  luul  ahviidy  petitioned  the 
kin«^  for  a  charter.  Tlie  infonnntioii  coiiUMunicated  hy  Denier 
no  d<»nht  spuri-ed  tlieni  in  their  ett'orts,  and  at  lenj;fth  tliey  Meiv 
fortnnate  enou«j:li  to  receive  tlie  royal  jussent  to  their  petition.' 

Tlie  jrreftt  patent  of  New  Enj^land,  thns  •ri'anted  hy  Janios 
the  Fii-st  in  1«I2(»,  to  "the  C/onncil  estahlished  at  Plynioutli  in 
the  county  of  Devon  for  tlie  planting,  ruliiij^  and  «roveniin«;  of 
Now  England  in  America,"  gmnted  to  that  corporation  all  that 
part  of  the  continent  of  North  America  lying  hetween  the  for- 
tieth and  forty-eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude  "throughout  the 
main  land  from  sea  t<>  sea,  provided  the  sjinie  or  any  part  he  not 
mutually  po8ses.scd  or  inliahite<l  hy  any  other  Christian  prince  or 
Kbite,"  together  with  a  complete  monopoly  of  its  trade  and  ah- 
H»lute  pinveiv  of  legislation  and  government.'*  The  suhsecpient 
jrrants  of  the  soil  t)f  the  sevend  New  Enijland  colonies  were  is- 
sued  under  this  patent. 

Meanwhile  the  charter  of  the  Amsterdam  mercantile  adven- 
tuixji's  had  ex[)ired  hy  limitation,  and  their  enterprise  was  suc- 
ceeded hy  a  great  commercial  organization,  chartered  hy  the 
States  (ireneral  of  the  United  Netherlands  in  1021,  as  the  "West 
India  Company,  with  the  most  ample  power  to  colonize,  govern 
and  defend  the  territories  of  New  Netherland.^  Under  the  au- 
spices of  this  company  permanent  colonization  was  commenced 
in  ir»2^^,  in  which  year  Fort  Orange  was  erected  on  the  i)rcti'nt 
Hite  of  Alhany,"*  and  Fort  Nassau  on  the  South  or  Delawiire 
river.  Two  families  were  also  sent  to  the  Fresh  or  Connecticut 
river,  and  a  fort  or  tmding  post  named  (rood  IIo])e  woa  com- 
menced where  Hartford  now  is.  In  ir»2(>  Manhattan  Island  was 
pmvJiased  of  the  natives  and  a  fortified  settlement  commenced, 
which  soon  hecame  the  commercial  emporium  of  the  ncM'  colo- 
}f^'.  It  must  therefore  he  admitted  as  an  indisputahle  historical 
fact  that  the  Dutch  wore  the  prior  tKicupantu  a»  well  a«  the  prior 
ilimMiveixjrs  of  the  country  a<ljacont  to  the  navigable  portions  of 
thu  Hudson,  the  Ilousatonic,  the  Connecticut  and  the  Dulawai't). 

1.  Oomeii'  llrk'f  Nnrratlon.    Mauaoliiisptts  UIhI.  Koo.  Coll.,  xxvl,  U». 

«.  OnltirliH'unnell,  .lulyiM,  KbW.    New  York  (^ul.  Illat.,  III.  H. 

X.  UuTJinlV    statu  Ihipciii,  I,  mi-llH:  Trunihiill'H  CimiMxaluut.  I.  MU. 

4.  H«'i>  riKirtor  ul  \vnm\.    ilaiuirti  I.  141 ;  o*CHllH(rlinii>  New  NHhvrlAnd.  I,  yut. 

ft.  IKN^.  llMt.  Now  York,  III,  >in,  nu.  ni. 


The  Woatcrn  Bo^mihiry  of  MiLxmvhnmitif.  11 

The  coiitradictorv  statuniunts  and  u])iiiions  of  historlsins  enni- 
ceniin^  tlio  tribal  relations  and  «jceo<;rapliical  distnluitiini  of  the 
5ilM>n<^inal  inhabitants  of  the  vall'jv  of  tlie  Hudson  and  the 
nionntainons  region  between  that  river  and  the  Connecticut, 
liavc  iHjrIiai)s  mtlier  tended  to  inci*ease  tlian  to  <lis|>el  the  ol»- 
scurity  wliicli  envelops  tlie  suhject.  It  is  certain  that  the  early 
exploi-ers  and  settlers  found  hut  comparatively  few  Indian  fam- 
ilies permanently  occupying  tlie  upper  Ilousatonic  valley. 
Hence  it  was  conjectinvd  hy  Dr.  Field,  one  of  the  earliest  h»cal 
chroniclers,  that  the  defeat  of  the  eastern  trihes  hy  the  New 
Kn^lan<l  colonists  durin«;  Philip's  war  in  Hmo  ;  the  precipitate 
Hi;;ht  of  the  remnant  acr<»ss  the  western  m<»untains  closely  pur- 
sued hy  Major  Taicott  and  the  Connecticut  troops,  and  the  sjin- 
^uinary  encounter  of  the  colonial  forces  with  the  fu<ritives  ait 
the  ford-way  of  the  Ilousatonic.  "midway  between  AVesttiehl 
and  Fort  Oi*an<;e,"  cruised  many  of  the  orijrinal  native  inhahit- 
antrt  to  abandon  their  homes  in  alann,  and  to  Hee  to  the  west- 
ward, wheiv  they  became  incorporated  with  other  tribes.'  (Gal- 
latin savH  that  "M'hile  the  IViiuotn  and  Mohcpms  clainu'd  some 
authority  over  the  Indians  uf  the  (Connecticut,  those  extendim; 
westwardly  to  the  Hudson  appear  to  have  been  «livi<led  into  small 
and  in<lei>en<lent  tribes,  united,  since  they  were  known  to  the 
Europeans,  by  no  connnon  «jovernment."  Smith,  the  historian 
of  i*ittsfield,  while  a<lmittin<r  what  is  un«piestionably  true,  that 
at  the  date  <»f  the  discovery,  the  nation  known  l>y  the  Dutch  a> 
the  Mahicans.  an<l  by  the  Eufrlish  as  the  Mohejrans.  «K*cupied 
the  t<.'rrit<»ry  n(»w  comprised  in  the  counties  of  Berkshiiv,  C«h 
lumbia  ajid  Rensselaer,  <;oes  on  to  state  that  the  formation  of 
the  celebnited  lea<;ue  of  the  Ir<»<piois  compelled  the  Mahicans  to 
form  an  alliance  Avith  the  Wappin^eix  an<l  other  river  trilnw 
*' with  whom  they  had  up  to  that  time  been  at  continual  war," 
but  that  the  allies  were  nevertheless  vaiKpiished  by  the  M<h 
liHwks  in  a  decisive  battle  foii^fht  near  liUinebeck  not  lon;r  Ih>  ' 
foiH)  the  advent  of  the  whites,  and  the  defeated  jwrty  '*i\)duced 
to  va>*sala^e."  '*  In  K125,"  continues  Smith,  "the  Mohicans  at- 
tempted to  iv^jin  their  independence,  but  after  a  nien-ilesH  war 
of  three  yoars  dumtion,  the  ^^ivater  portion  of  them  wen^  killo<l 
1.    Illatory  of  Itorktiitre  County.  14, 13. 
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or  cjiptuivd,  hikI  tliu  ifiimlndur  driven  into  tlic  viillcv  of  tlio 
Connocticut,  wliei-o  tliuy  honinio  ineoriioratod  with  tlio  IV 
»iUot8.">  Ajr»iin,  \\\M  same  antiior  states  tiiat  "tlio  Inxiuois, 
who  iia<l  hfcc.nie  the  feudal  lords  of  the  old  Mohepm  empire, 
jrmnted  a  i-efn/ro  to  a  hand  of  exiled  Xann^r-ansetts,  which  jrrow 
to  he  tlie  Sea«r|,ticoke  trihe,  and  sent  out  little  colonies  to  the 
valley  of  the  ironsjitonic."-' 

It  seems  prohahle  that  Smith  has  heen  led  into  error  hy  ac- 
ceptinjr  without  sutKcieut  exaun'nution  the  incorrect  assertions  of 
O'CalUifhan,^  Hnxlhead*  and  (.ther  Xew  V..rk  auth.>rities.    The 
Afohawks  wei-e  f<u- ^^onerations  the  petted  adherents  of  the  Xew 
Vork  colonial  ^^verumeiit,  and  n<»  opportmiity  has  heen  ne^'- 
lected  to  enlarge  upon  their  prowess.     Almost'  every  writer  of 
colonial  and  Indian  history  has  apparently  taken  forV»mted  as 
an  undisputed  fact,  the  original  snj)remacy  of  the  Iro<piois  con- 
fedei-acy  «»ver  all  the  nei.udihoriji^r  imtions.     :t  is  true  that  we 
find  in  the  colonial  annals  comparatively  few  references  t(.  the 
history  of  the  MahicaJi  nation,  hut  the  true  reastni  for  this  (,mis- 
sion  is  notditiicult  to  conjecture.     Soon  after  the  con(piest  of 
New  Xetherlands  in  HUI4,  when  the  trading;  post  of  Fort  Or- 
an^re  came  under  the  dominion  of  the  En<rlish  and  i'eceive<l  its 
new  name  of  Alhany.  the  Afahicans,  ori^dnally  the  sole  j)ropri. 
etoi-s  of  the  a<ljacent  territory,  for  reasons  which  will  hei-eafter 
he  n.usidered,  with«lrew  t(.  the  eastward  and  hecame  essentially 
a  Xew  Knjrland  trihe,  and  thenceforth  their  atfaii's  hecame,  so 
far  as  the  Xew  Vork  ^'overnmcnt  M-as  concerned,  of  secondary 
impoitance  compared  with  those  of  the  Afohawks  and  the  con- 
fedei-jite  trihes  to  the  westwanl.     Estahlishin^r  their  liead(juartei-s 
in  a  mnote  and  at  that  time  almost  utterly  unexi)loi-ed  portion 
of  MaHsachiisett^,  it  is  not  surprising  that  so  little  can  he  found 
in  the  archives  of  that  ^rovernnient  i-esj»ecti»ijur    the    Mahicans 
prior  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  at  AVesttield  in  1724.     In 
view  of  the  facts  disclose«l  hy  the  colonial  ixjcoi-di*,  to  Home  of 
wliicli  reference  will  pitssently  he  made,  it  may  well  Iw  douhted 
if  then}  Ib  M\y  foundation  for  the  assertion  ilmt  the  Mahicaiw 

*    fhW?  5- ""*'*'  ^  MtUflold.  M«M.,  I,  M,  40,00. 

1   BrodhMd't  New  York,  t  w.  gr.  i 
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w'MYM  ut  any  puriod  of  tlicir  liistory  "tuiUjupiUul  "  or  •'  i*c<lu«-nl  to 
vu^<lMll^^gu  "  l>,v  tlio  MolniNvkn,  or  tlmt  tliuv  wciv  exiHillf*!  from 
tlic  vallyy  of  tlic  Jliulsoims  the  result  of  an  unsm'fes«*fnl  ivIk.*I- 
lion  apilnst  tlieir  allejijod  opin't-ssorf*. 

At  tlio  <latc  of  tliu  (liscovory,  the  j\Ialii(rans  occupied  lH»tli 
Imnkrt  of  the  Hudson,  tlieir  territories  on  the  west  side  extend- 
ing from  the  viciuitv  of  Catskill  as  far  north  as  the  ^Mohawk 
river,'  and  westward  to  the  foot  of  the  Ilelderhcrj^h  momitains. 
TIiIk  iK  proved  hy  the  indisptitahle  evidence  of  Indian  <leeds  in 
the  Xew  Vork  archives.  Van  Ilensselaer.  the  patrooii,  pur-' 
chased  of  the  Mahicun  owners  in  H5SO,  all  their  remaining;  land' 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  extending;  from  Heeivn  Isliind-' 
northward  tt»  tlie  Molaiwk  river,  and  "in  Invadth  two  «lays' 
journey,"  a  tract  which  cinistitutes  the  present  county  of  Al- 
hany.*  The  nitc  of  Heuverwyek,  now  the  city  of  Alhaiiy,  had 
heen  purchased  from  the  same  trihe  hefore  the  huildinjrof  Kort 
Orange.**  A  numher  of  Mahican  families  occupied  a  castle  at 
Cohoes  as  late  as  1(W»<».  It  is  apparent  that  the  |»os>essioii  of 
both  shores  i>f  a  ;»'*eat  river  like  the  Hudson  was  an  advaiitaire 
no  less  important  to  these  sava^res  than  it  now  is  to  their  civil- 
ized successoi*s.  Its  inexhaustihle  stoivs  of  fish  furnished  them 
with  a  certain  means  of  suhsistence  at  all  seasons,  and  the  navi- 
pition  which  it  afforded  jrreatly  facilitated  intercommunication 
and  tmde.  If,  therefore,  the  Mahicans  had  heen  vampiished. 
driven  away  and  almost  exterminated  hy  the  Mohawks  in  h52S, 
as  asserted  hy  the  historian  referred  to,  it  is  inciMiceivahlc  that 
they  could  have  heen  permitted  t(>  hold  undisputed  |M»s.<es>*i<ui 
of  the  western  shore  until  so  late  a  date  as  Hiso," 

The  territory  of  the  Mahican  nation  proper,  at  the  date  of 
the  diwovery,  extended,  as  alivady  stated,  >vestwaitl,  two  dnyn* 
juuniuy  beyond  the   Jludson  river,  and  iioithwui'd  alon^  the 

I.  Wnssoiiaci-'n  Uintory  Von  Kiiroim.  AniMti  nlum,  HUI.  Miys  tlmt  tliv  Miilihiiiix  lirlil 
ituvunty-Hve  Knirllsli  inllcti  on  both  Hides  of  tliv  river  hIkivc,  iind  tlmt  the  Mu<|UH8  or  .>!(»- 
kawkn  resided  In  the  Interior.— !>««.  lllst.  New  Vork,  III,  'J^,  as. 

:!.  Ruttonbor's  Indian  Tribes  of  Hudson's  Klver,  IM.  85;  O't'ailutjlmn's  New  NcUn-r- 
Inml.  i,  l&^iM. 

8.    Literally  Dear's  Island,  so  eailetl,  no  doubt  from  tho  totem  of  Its  oocu|«nis. 

\.    New  York  Hooords. 

X    Unttcnbvr's  Indian  Trilws  of  llndson'H  HIvor.  W ;  New  Vork  rd.  IIM..  {.."VIS. 

0.  Deeds  <>n  reconl  In  tlio  Now  Vork  arolilven  show  tlmt  .\cpJlD,  khiK  of  tlic  Malik-aiiK. 
kept  Ilia  oounoll  llro  at  Mehodaek  as  late  as  WM,    Ituttenber,  OH. 
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Kjuiie  river  aiicl  the  ea«t  «l(le  of  AVood  creek'  aiul  Lake  C^liam- 
phiin  !iK  far  as  Otter  creek  in  Vermont.-  ft  was  l.oniKled 
on  the  cast  hy  the  l.ead  \vatei-s  of  the  AVestfield  and  the  main 
stixjam  of  tlie  Tnnxis  or  Farmin<rton  river,'*  and  on  thesonth  hy 
Itoeh'ff  Hansen's  kill,  a  trihntary  of  the  Hudson,  and  prohahlv 
also  hy  Salmon  creek,  which  Hows  from  the  westwanl  into  the 
Iloiisatonic  near  Lime  Uock  station  in  (.'omiecticut.^  The  an- 
cient counciI-fiix3  or  seat  of  jrovernment  Mas  at  Schodack,  or 
Eskwatak,  at  which  place  their  (?hief  was  visited  hy  Tludw.n  in 
1(J0!»,  as  already  mentioned.'^ 

Tlie  Mahicans  constituted  one  of  sevend  allied  nations  of 
connnon  AI«ron«piin  dcscent,«  speaking' a  lan^rna^rc  jyenericallv 
the  same,  whose  territories  extemled  over  Xew  Kn«rland  from 
Quehec  to  Afanhattan.  The  confederacy  also  emhrace<l  the 
Ixjnni-U'napes  or  Delawai-es,  occupying  the  region  wateivd  hv 
the  western  trihntaries  of  the  Hudson,  heh.w  Catskill.  as  well  as 
the  extensive  area  east  of  the  Allejfhanies  drained  hy  the  Dela- 
waiv,  the  Hustiuehamia  and  the  Potomac." 

Tliat  the  Mahicans  and  ^NCohawks  were  heivditary  enendes  is 
indisputahle,  and  that  they  were  frequently  at  war  with  each 
other  during?  the  i)erio<l  of  the  Dutch  dominion  the  records  af- 
ford alnuKhmt  evidence.     In  the  last  war  Mith  the  j\[ohawks  in 

1.  In  the  Mm.  of  sir  William  JohnBon  In  the  N.  V.  state  Mbiarv  (vol  xxl  loi  Imi 
01  or  endorsed:-'  Ivetter  froni  Ohio  .;oncerninB  iHn.l-rcc'.l  It  Vet  itltl?.  KTI  "  TI.In 
iHier  was  from  h  Mahioan  Indian.  Abraham,  who  had  left  his  lands  oM^.Vl.rcek  In 
I..«i  and  al  led  lilmself  with  the  Delawarcs.     In  this  letter  ho  says  :-'•  1  underitan.l  II 

fm    ^'l!)fm  ..':^fi?^''r''v  ^53i""'  ^""•''*  *2  ««"  a  •^^•^a'"  tract  Wnd  lvl.,K«lKfv^  All,  mv 
\^^!  }^  mouth  of  W  ood  treek  upwardB."    lie  clahned  to  still  own  the  land,  an     nriV. 
r' wV**.  -Sf"''"f'  *'',*,  •?.'?!.  ]'«  ""y  '»"h.,r.  "  It  may  be  reported  that     ini  dead  ,  «  H; 
forty  ywirs  nlnce  I  left  that  country."    Signed,  "  Mohekin  Abraham  or  Kcerwnlo  " 
'i.    Sec  post.  p.  40. 

Vite;i,f^,%'l?,..^I»^„':')««''  ""  -outh,othe(on.KClc«t  llnelsUWHri"" 

•k,;-.  !nda,r^r'i'bt'TiiJ^d',oi;!:  Mte^.!''''"*"^""'  "*^-  ""^'  ^-  ^"  •  "•' «"'  """^"- 

a.    TIiIk  cattle  was  lociitcd  upon  the  site  of  tho  proHont  vlllairnof  <BMtlofon  \  Y 
The  name  Hchodaok  Is  derived  from  the  AI<ton(|Uln  /.Abo^/y.  Are.  and  a*,  place 

•oani'^*"v«'r;L^r''i:?r;  ^'te.r.t"  ».'^l."«°.1!}!:f:  "•?<?"«  "'O"'**  .HtockbHdgo  for  Hcvernl 


...      .  .„,.,. v,,,v   uiunoiun,  »,  uw  was  «  lUISBIOHarv  umoniT  titom  at  KtOOknHnirn  fop  unvni-iil 

X^t'I]';JSlXT"  the  name  a.  Mohekaneuw.  which  as  InterprW  l^Tthomsfl^^^^^^ 
.iiM.?  ''*^'*l?  "'  "V;  '^'\*  ^"l®"  continually  In  motion."  n  allusion  to  t he  a ik-chI ml  tra^ 
North  Amirin«"''V^".w*'*';  fh"?' .orlKinally  emigrate  from  the  nSresterroouU  ,V 
H  a^^  Th«v  ^.^^aWxV  kP^^^  V^^'^I  ^''.1  """^"^  Muhhekanneu  w.  (Dwl^hfs  TravcH. 
hV  flifl  FW,  ..^.  ^^/2'*1  i'aWkanders  by  the  Dutch,  and  Mourljians  and  Maulinl^ans 
\^„i.i^^rr^ i?*V  ^*'*  K»ffll8h  orthoirraphy  of  the  records  Is.  as  usual,  various.  .Mai  WmnH 
Molilcons.  Moheirans.  arw  iinm«  of  thn  mrtwi ..,.».».....  #„ «...  "   .1-1     .\"°V  •'"»""'.»•"». 


\f„r.r-«;..   »«  1  ....»i..o..  uivhuki nimji  \n  iiio  recorns  s.  as  Usual.  Various.  .Mali  cnnN 

Mohlcons.  MoheKans,  are  some  of  the  more  common  forms.    For  a  list  of  t  wentv-M  x>^^^ 

the  nation  to  jdven  In  detail  In  Mass.  Illst.  Coll.,  Ix.  lOl.    An  IntorCTtlna  am-ount  of  tl^^ 
national  ciwtoms,  etc..  Is  In  .Jones'  StockbridKe.  Pi^t  and  I*re«Icnt.  »<"«»"'»  «  ">« 

«.    Rattenbor's  Indian  Tribes  of  lludwrn's  RlT«r,  45. 
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\(\\\\  wo  leani  that  the  Mahicaii  nation  and  \U  ouKtern  allirs  as- 
scml)le<l  ill  jrreat  iiuin1>eiv  at  a  phice  nine  niik's  east  of  Clav- 
enu'k,  prohublv  at  or  near  tlie  outlet  <»f  Acli-kook-|)eeck  or  Va*- 
pake  lake,  and  soon  after  made  a  furious  descent  U|>on  the  ^lo- 
hawks,  defeatinj;  them  with  «jfivat  slauj^hter.'  This  war  contin- 
ued with  varvinjj  f»>rtmies  for  tw<»  or  thi-ee  _veai*s,  tlie  hahnice  of 
success  incliiiin*;  decidedk  in  favor  of  the  ^Fahicans.  until  |K»ace 
was  finally  restored  throuj^h  the  inHuence  of  the  authorities  of 
Xew  Voi'k  and  Ma8sacluisetts.=* 

At  a  «hite  not  jn-eeisely  known,  hut  prohahly  hetween  \(*^\^ 
and  HUM  I,  the  capital  of  tlie  Maliican  nation  appears  to  have 
heeii  i*emoved  from  Eskwatak  to  the  Ilonsjitonic"  valley.  The 
reason  lussi^ned  for  tlie  removal  has  usually  hcen  that  the  ^^ahi- 
cans  weiv  «h*iven  from  their  ancient  haunts  hy  their  implacahle 
enemies,  the  Mohawks.^  Tlieiv  api>eai"s  to  he  no  eviilence 
whatever  that  this  was  actually  the  case.  A  far  nioiv  pi"ol»ahle 
and  reasonahle  explanation  is  to  he  looked  for  in  the  fact  that 
the  Mahicans  had  sold  all  their  territories  in  the  Hudson  valley, 
with  rt  few  unimportant  exceptions,  to  the  colonists.'*  The  |ki- 
teiits  t>f  Ticnsselaerwyck,  Kinderhook,  Patkook  an<l  Livinj^tou, 
all  of  which  had  heen  disposed  of  hefoiv  16S5,enihraced  almost 
the  entiix!  territory  alon»;  the  east  shore  of  tlie  Hudson  exteiid- 
in«;  from  Roelotf  JansenV  kill  to  the  IFoosick  river.  It  is  alto- 
ijether  prohahle  therefore,  that  havinj?  thus  pai-ted  with  their 
lands,  they  peaceahly  retii-ed  further  into  the .Mildenicss,  and  it 

1.    Doc.  IHst.  New  York,  Iv.  m,Ki. 

3.  Letter  of  Oov.  Lovolacu  to  Got.  Wlnthrop  in  10«H»,  vkle  HuttcnbiTV  Indian  TrllK>«» 
of  iiud8on'«  Uivcr,  p.  l*)u  (notu.) 

)i.  Tlio  <lerivatlon  of  tl»«  name  llousatonio  lias  Klvcn  rise  to  a  (treat  don)  of  dlaoiii«Mlon. 
Tlio  tvnnlnal  nylliiblu  lAlft.  uk.  "plaoe")  sIiowm  timt  tlie  name  <lid  nut  lK.'lf>iiif  urii;liiiilly 
to  the  liver,  but  to  llio  valley.  Dr.  Dwtuiit.  on  the  uutliorlly  of  lYi-Hldent  K<lwar«li«, 
ifivt'i*  the  name H«  Iloo-eit-ton-nua.  and  the  smnlflcatlon  aw  "nvor  the  mountain."  OwlulirH 
TruveU,  i,  H.)  Accurdinu  to  'rrumbull,  thU  interpretation  is  MUHtalned  by  HiiulyxlH:  vh'kI 
(Ueluwure.  a*r'<*«i ,'  chlpimwa,  wai»<t,  wnun'mih  ;  Abnuki,  uww  or  r«*«.).  ni«unlnif  "In-- 
yitiul,"  "on  the  other  hkIo  of ;"  orf«/i«,  "mountain."  and  "*,  "place  "or  "liuid.'*  Kii- 
nice  Mahwt'o.  the  taut  full-blood  survivor  of  the  Soatlcoke  hand  of  Kent.  Conn.,  in  ISM*, 
pronounced  the  name  UOHn'-a-ten-ve,  and  also  Interpreted  It  "over  the  mountain."  (Mo- 
nivian  Memorial,  p.  ".'».  Trumbull'8  Indian  nameit  In  Conn  )  Hev.  .1.  SlInRerland.  «if  K«t«- 
iienu.  Win.,  a  Stookbrldi^j  Indian  of  pure  blood,  pronounces  the  name  Ou-fho/fonnook, 
the  first  sylhible  having  the  Hound  of  ou  us  In  out,  and  kIvcm  the  same  dcfinllkm. 
(Tiivlor's  lllst.  (Jreat  liarrln»rton,  12.  18.)  These  concurrent  iiuthorltleit  edtabllsli  iIm* 
t>roi>er  Interpretation  of  the  name  beyond  reasonable  doubt.  althouKh  (anrlful  atieinirfH 
iiHVe  been  made  to  show  that  the  oriifinul  form  of  the  word  was  l>ut(;h.  WextfiHHtk. 
meaning;  "  west  corner."  Smith's  Hist.  PIttsfleid.  I.  10-21.  But  there  I*  no  aHwrt-nt  mii- 
m>n  why  the  Dutch  should  have  given  the  appellation  "west  corner"  to  n  lru«-l  >A  hiiMl 
on  tholf  extreme  eaHb^rn  frontier,  and  lienee  this  explainitlon.  altluMiidi  i«n|i|Mirt<^l  Ity  a 
clialn  of  intttudons  and  plausible  <-onJ«>«-lnn%  cMin  wranndy  lio  udndll»l. 

I.    I'aKe  4.*i  ante. 

ft.    Paire  :!7  aiitn,  (nntep  1  and  4.) 
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may  be  "«nijectiire«l  tliiit  tliey  rc-estublishcd  tlioir  connoil-tii*e  ut  ? 
"NVnli-nali-ti-kook  in  tlio  pivsfiit  town  of  Stockln-id^fo.  That  tin's  | 
phuH!  was  in  fact  tlio  capital  of  tlie  Araliicun  nati(»n  at  tlio  time  ^ 
of  till'  fii-st  settlement  of  the  En^h'sh  <»n  tl»e  irousatonie  would  \ 
seem  t<Muhnit  of  little  (lonht. 

biskiel,  the  IVroravian, — a  most  excellent  anthority  on  all  mat- 
ters concerning;  the  Indians — writing  from  (inadenlmtten,  in 
IVnnsylvania  in  1751,  says: — "Two  deputies  were  likeM'ise  sent 
to  the  jfreat  council  of  the  ^fahican  nation  at  "Westenlnick,  with 
which  they  appeared  mueli  pleased,  and  as  a  proof  of  their  sat- 
isfaction made  Ahralaun,  an  assistant  at  Gnadenhutten,  a  caj)- 
tain."'  IVesidejit  J)wi«<;ht,  writing  of  the  Stockhrid^e  Indians 
in  17'.»o,  says: — "This  trihe  was,  both hy  itself  and  other  tribes, 
acknowled«;ed  t<»  be  the  eldest  hniufh  of  their  nation  ;  and  as 
snch  re«;nlarly  ha<l  pivcedence  in  their  councils.-'  Dr.  Field 
states  that  "  although  their  nund>er  was  now  snudl,  they  belonged 
to  a  lar;^'  tribe  of  Indiajis  M'ho  had  been  coinmoidy  called  by 
the  Eniflish  Rivei'  Indians,  some  «»f  whonj  lived  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  (/onnecticut,  and  more  at  various  places  westward 
within  the  bounds  of  New  York."' 

Kven  \\\uw  conclusive  is  tho  evidence  contained  in  a  treaty 
executed  at  the  ^roat^-ouncil  ut  Ft»rt  Stanwix  in  I'fls,  between 
the  NFohawks  and  the  Stockhrid^o  Indians,  in  M'hieh  these  na- 
tions a«;ived  that  the  "just  and  true"  boundary  between  their 
ivspective  iH)ssessions  was  the  Hudson  river  as  far  up  as  FortEd- 
wanl,  and  thence  alojjjr  Wood  creek  and  I^jike  Champlain  U>  the 
jjorthward,  and   nmtuuUy  released  all  pretensions  which  eael?  ^ 

^^niay  have  had  to  lands  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  Itoundary."' 

'•\\  _  ^ _^  

•  A.,,;v,'  " 

1.    Ul«t.  Monivlaii  Missions.    I'art  III,  p.  140. 

a.,,  DwlKlit's  Tmvols.    II.  air. 

:j.    nist.  of  IJerkslilrcCo.,  *40. 

I.  In  Sopteniber  ITiiH,  pursuant  to  Instructions  from  the  Ci-own,  a  larxo  number  of 
Indluns.  voniprislnitdeiugutosfroni  tiie  Six  Nations.  Sliawnee,s,  Dciawares,  .Som-cas.  anil 
M.iliicans,  a.s.semliled  at  Fort  Stanwix,  the  present  site  of  Home,  N.  V.,  fortlie  ]iur|KMO  of 
enMTin^;  I  nto  a  treaty  witli  the  Commissioners  of  I'enn.sylvania,  New  .lersoy  and  VIr- 
irlnia.  and  Sir  Wiiliam  .lolinson,  Suiwrintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  settle  a  boundary 
line  between  the  <'olonles  and  the  Indians.  A  rejKirt  of  the  proeeedings  at  tills  trt-aly. 
In  tiie  form  of  H  Journal,  is  in  New  Vorl<  Col.  Hist,  viii,  111-187.  In  tids  oeeurs  the  fol- 
lowinir  entrj':— "  :JOth  [September.l  Tlio  Hounds  between  the  .Moluiwks  and  tiie  Sto<'k- 
brldia*  Indians  were  adjustcfl  to  mutual  satisfaction  and  tlie  latter  returned  home."  In 
1SK4,  the  author  by  accident  discovered  In  tlie  Connecticut  State  arclilves  at  Hartford,  a 
.Ms.  eopy  of  the  ajfnHjment  referrtnl  to,  tlie  only  one  known  to  be  In  existence.  It  Is  In 
Indians,  II.  )i£%.  A  eopy  of  tiiis  intentstinir  diK-ument  is  pHnte<l  in  tiie  ap|M!hdlx.  The 
slmn'ra  in  iMthnlf  uf  the  Slockliridire  nation  are  Jacob  NaunaumpliUiniin,  >loliu  Knii> 
kafiot  niMl  s«il«Hnna  rnhnnnannwHunut,  thruo  of  the  itrineliNil  HuohoniH. 


The  Muhicans  ulvmyx  friemlhj  to  the  Knijlish.  17 

Tlic  ^[jiliioanR,  tlioivfoi-e,  weiv  no  uinvoi'tliy  «>cciipants  of  tlio 
boautitui  iv«;ion  wliicli  cnnstitHtt'd  tlii'ir  aiicii'iit  |M)sseKsions. 
From  tii'st  to  lju<t  tliry  ivs(»lutol,v  niainfaiiu'd  tlioir  iiuK'jK'mleiMt'. 
ajul  on  all  <K'caKioiis  soom  to  have  j)rove«l  tliumselves  fully  n 
match  for  tlie  <'onfi'(lL'nite(l  warriors  of  tlic  west. 

Tlie  sul(se(]uent  history  of  the  Nrahiean  or  St«K'kl»ritl«^  nation 
has  been  written  hy  ahler  pens  than  nn'ne,  and  I  need  not  theiv- 
tore  dwell  npon  it.  'i'lie  inscription  njwui  the  nionnment  which 
jHous  and  reverent  Jinnds  have  reared  ahove  their  dnst  in  the 
old  Indian  hnrial  ^ronnd  at  Stockhrid^'e: — "Tlu'  ancient  hnrlal 
place  K\i  the  Stockhrid^e  Indians,  the  friends  of  onr  futheiv," — 
is  a  well-deserved. tribnte  to  the  memory  fif  a  noble  i*ace.  They 
welcomed  the  explorer  Ifnilson  with  hos])it;d>le  entertainment 
when  he  tiret  set  foot  npon  onr  shores;  they  j^iartled  the  infant 
settlements  of  the  llonsatonic  from  the  bhMKl-thii"sty  hoixlcs  of 
northern  invaders,  and  avt'rted  from  their  friends  an<]  nci^hlMUv 
the  merciless  destrnction  which  fell  npon  the  unhappy  dwelleiv 
in  the  Coimecticnt  valley  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  Above 
all,  let  it  n«)t  be  for<;otten  that  when  the  honrcame  in  which  our 
fatheif*  were  conqwlled  to  tiike  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  lil»er- 
ties,  Cai)tain  Solonion  AVahannwanwanmeet,  the  chief  <»f  the 
Stockbridgo  nation,  in  the  presence  of  the  ConnniwHioneiv  of  the 
United  Colonies,  pledged  the  fealty  of  his  tribesmen  in  tlit» 
mcmomble  wiu'ds: — "Wherever  you  ;;o,  we  Mill  be  by  your 
sides;  our  bones  shall  lie  with  yours.  We  aiv  <letcnninod 
never  to  be  at  ))eacc  with  the  i-ed-coats  while  they  aixj  at  vari- 
ance with  you.  If  we  are  con(piered  our  lands  ;;«»  with  y«nuv; 
but  if  you  aiv  victorious,  we  hope  you  will  help  us  to  jvc»»ver 
our  j;rst  riglits."^  Let  history  tell  how  on  many  a  well-foujfht 
Held  this  bmve  and  ^nenius  |)eople  redeemed  tlic  pknlwe  tif 
their  chosen  leader. 

In  1C29  tlie  Council  of  the  AVcst  India  Company  grantwl  ini- 
portunt  concessions  to  such  jia  sh<»uld  plant  colonies  in  New 

1.  In  April,  1774,  tlic  l*ro\incial  ("ondreM  of  MaHsacliHHctts  sent  a  inc»}»aKP  aUdr«weil 
to  "Captain  Solomon  Ahliannuuiiwauniiit,  chief  Miclieni  of  the  Mohcakoiinnck  ImllauM" 
at  Stockbrid((e,  appriHinK  tliein  oi  tlio  probiiblo  outbreak  of  lioMtilitles,  and  <>x|>rt!8HlnK  a 
(lesiro  for  continued  friendly  roiationM  with  liia  nation.    In  rt-ply  raptain  Solomon  vLHii^l 


Uoston,  and  deiivered  u  notul>lti  Hptieoh.  plo<lirini{  tho  fealty  of  hi8  tribe  il{iittenb<*r'H 
IndiauM  of  lIudsun'H  Hivcr.  viOU.  itiTUi.  Whfii  the  umrni  came  from  l^exInKton.  tlit'y  look 
the  Held  and  partlciputml  in  tin-  battlu  of  Hunker  Uili.    Sulwguently  Captain  .Holouion 


renewed  hix  |)ledKe  at  tlie  nie«>tinK  of  the  tronnell  at  Albany,  In  Oh*  cluqaent  langnace  of 
wbiob  an  exlnirt  U  idven  aUtve.-  <ytl.  Hlxt.  N.  V.,  vill,  IBM,  i»7. 
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jXetlierland.  These  pei'sons  wore  autlK»rizetl  to  piii-ctlmse  from 
the  IndiunK  such  tracts  ax  they  ini«;lit  deMiv,  ami  were  le^^ally 
invested  with  feudal  rights  over  the  lives  and  persons  of  their 
colonists  or  subjects.'  Under  this  privilej^e  Killiaen  Van  llens- 
st^laer,  a  wealthy  pearl  merchant  «>f  Amsterdam,  purchased  in 
103(V*  t»'>d  at  different  times  thereafter,  a  tract  extendinj;  24 
.  miles  jiloniif  the  Hudson  river  from  lieei-cn  island  to  the  numth 
I  of  the  Mohawk,  and  24  miles  west  and  the  sjnne  distance  east 
»  fr<Mn  the  river,  comprising  nearly  all  of  the  i)resent  counties  of 
Albany  and  Ilensselaer,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  This  grant 
wiw  known  \\\  colonial  times  as  the  ^[anor  of  Kensseljierwyck.* 
For  many  veal's  Van  IlensselaerV  colony  was  the  most  pi'osper- 
ous  poition  of  New  Amsterdam.  An  extensive  trade  in  furs 
M'as  cjirried  on  with  the  natives,  the  profits  of  M'hich  for  the 
most  part  found  tliei"  way  into  the  coffei"s  of  the  "  i)atroon"  or 
lord  of  the  manor. 

The  Dutch  authorities  in  New  Netherland  were  from  an 
early  day  in  continual  trouble  with  the  peoi)le  of  (/onnecticut 
in  ivspeet  to  their  Ixmndaries.  The  pretensions  of  the  Ilolian- 
dei-s  to  the  country  M'est  of  Connecticut  liver  were  tivated  by 
the  New  England  settles  with  ill-concealed  contem})t.  AVeare 
(piaintly  told  that  the  West  India  Company  in  1630.  "did  cause 
to  be  j)urchased  by  one  Hans  Van  Der  Sluys,  a  certain  ]jla(!e 
eddied  KivitsluKick,  (Saybrook  Point)  as  their  High  !^^ightine8ses' 
arms  wei*e  affixed  to  a  tive  at  that  j)lace  in  token  of  possession; 
the  English  not  only  pulled  them  down  but  even  carved  u  buf- 
f<M>n's  face  in  their  stead,  in  gi-oss  contempt  and  disregard  of  their 
IJigh  Mightinesses;  and  although  satisfaction  was  repeatedly 
demanded  for  this  nought  has  i*esulted  or  could  be  obt^iined."^ 
At  hwt  after  a  lengthy  controvei*sy  a  boundary  was  fixed  by  ami- 
cubic  agi-eement  on  September  15),  16o«>,  it  being  provided  that 
idl  the  settlements  made  by  the  Connecticut  |)eoplc  along  the 
wmnd  as  far  as,  and  including  the  present  town  of  Given wich, 
should  be  given  up  to  the  English,  and  thus  }K*ace  in  that 
quarter  wui*  tempomrily  i-estoixjd.''' 

1.    Rrodlieiul'R  llUt.  New  York,  I,  IM ;  O'Callaffliao'i  New  NnUiorlaiid,  i,  11:t. 

5.  N«-w  York  «'ol.  MlHt..  i,  44. 

n.    Hfc  nia|i  of  Manor  of  Kenmelaerwynk,  Doc.  Illrtt.  N«<w  York,  III.  fanliiK  p.  Oltf. 
4.    Nf w  York  <  ol.  Ilixt.  I,  ritjtt. 

6.  RrudlH'ad'R  lllHt.  New  York,  i,  RtW:  l<nimhiill'a  IIM.  ('onti..  I.  191:  O'Callaghiiu's 
New  NetherlaiMl,  II.  lAI.  IKI. 
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Thu  Ixmiiflary  disputes  with  Msissjichusetts  apnc;ir  to  have  j 
coimiieiiced  in  1(»5J),  in  whidi  year  a  iri'aiit  of  land  wasiiiade  l»y 
the  (-teiier.il  Court  of  the  Proviuee  of  Mas«5iehusett8  l^y  of  eer- 
tiiiii  lands  «)j)posite  Fort  Omu^'.  An  explorinj;  partv  was  scut 
out,  which  sjKJiit  several  weeks  in  an  examination  of  the  shores 
of  tlie  Hudson  river,  hut  its  eoniniander  ixjceived  very  little  en- 
eourai^enieut  frouj  the  Dutch  (-rovernor  Stuyvesjuit,  and  lie  re- 
turned without  effecting  anything  of  iniiwi-tanee.'  Massachu- 
setts however  still  peivisted  in  her  claim  that  the  up|K'r  jNU't  of 
Iludsoji's  river  was  covei-ed  hy  her  patent,  tln»ugh  it  is  ditticult 
to  conjecture  with  what  show  of  ivason,  inasmuch  as  the  river 
had  heyond  question  l>een  discovered  and  coloni/.e<l  hy  the 
Dutch,  and  nutrcover  a  proviso  in  the  i)atent  itself,  in  the  most 
explicit  terms,  declared  it  v(»id  in  resj>ect  to  any  territory  in 
the  possession  of  the  Dutch  prior  to  Nov.  8,  1620,  the  date  ujmhi 
which  the  charter  passed  the  great  seal.* 

In  Septend>er,  1664,  the  ct»lony  of  New  Netherland.  the  ter- 
ritories of  which,  with  the  most  utter  <lisit!g}n'<l  and  violation  of 
all  international  comity,  had  heen  giinited  hy  Charles  II,  to  hi> 
hrother,  the  Duke  of  York,  was  coiupieiv*!  an«l  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  hy  the  suri-ender  of  New  Amstenlam. 
The  name  «»f  the  [)rovince  wjis  changed  to  New  Y<>rk,  while  to 
IJeverwyck  was  given  the  name  of  Alhany.  In  August  HJT.'J, 
the  colony  was  recaptmvd  hy  the  Dutch,  hut  was  restoixnl  to 
the  English  hy  treaty  the  following  Fohruary,  and  fi-om  this 
time  forward  the  authority  of  the  English  in  New  Vork  was 
never  questioned  hy  any  European  |)ower. 

The  reduction  of  New  Amstei'dam  in  1664  was  effecte<l  hy 
an  ex))edition  under  the  connuand  of  Col.  llichard  Nieolls, 
with  whom  weixj  assoi'iated  Sir  Iloljert  Carr,  Col.  (Teurge  ('art- 
wright  iiwd  Samuel  Maverick,  as  ix»yal  c«>nnnissioners  to  visit 
the  several  colonies  in  New  England.  The  main  ohject  of 
sending  out  this  commission  apjK'ars  to  have  l»een,  to  sccui"e 
such  alterations  in  the  chartei'sof  the  several  New  England  col- 
onies as  woidd  give  to  the  crown  the  ap|)ointment  of  their  gi>v- 
ernoi's  and  of  the  commanders  of  their  militia,  hut  in  addition f 

1.    )lro<lheB«l'»  Ul8t.  New  York,  I.  IIM,  655. 

•i.    Uutvlilmton'R  Hist.  MnssacbuMetU,  I.  190:  Brodliead's  UkL  Mew  York.  I,  CO. 
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\  to  tins  they  wcitj  ciitnistrfl  with  vurious  other  iwiweifs,  among 
whieh  was  that  of  (leteniiinhi<j:  tlie  honinlaries  between  tlie  dif- 
ferent colonies  in  dispnted  cases.'  Innnediatcly  after  the  estah- 
lishnient  of  the  Duke's  j^overnnient  in  New  Vork  in  1664,  the  ' 
commissioners  accordin<;l_v  proceeded  to  execute  ti»e  somewhat 
delicate  duty  c»f  settiinj;  tlie   houndary  lietween  that  province  I 

and  Connecticut,  which  after  much  discussion  with  the  ropru-         \ 
KMitiitivu  of  the  last  mentioned  colony,  was  finally  placed  iit  a 

1  juiMiend  distance  of  ahrnit  'Jo  nnles  east  of  lludson'rt  river."     It         \ 
is  necessjwy  to  pass  over  nuich  of  interest  in  connection  with  ' 

this  nepttiation,  and  to  state  what  is  sutticient  for  the  pretjcnt 
pur)M»se,  that  the  line  was  not  wlitdly  surveyed  and  marked  out 
until  as  late  as  1731.''  The  northwest  corner  of  (Vuniectient 
wjis  then  estahlished  at  a  point  20  miles  distant  from  Jludson'u 

,  river.*  This  point  was  marked  hy  a  heap  of  stoni's,  which  hart 
i!ver  kIuco  huen  known  m  "Cotniectlcnt  old  cgnK'r"  and  hai* 
forniud  iin  iniportiint  rufiTiMicu  point  hi  nitiny  Kiil)Kui]iiunt  (sur- 
veys.* In  pursuance  of  the  agreement  between  the  provinces, 
<\»nnecticut  ce<led  to  iS'ew  York,  at  the  same  time,  a  strip  alon^ 
her  western  hortler  known  as  the  "ohlong,  ■'  the  width  .of 
which  was  "One  Mile,  thix-eMjuartei-s  of  a  Mile,  twenty-one  rod, 
and  five  links,"  which  estahlished  the  actual  noilhwest  corner  of 
Onmecticut,  that  distance  fnrtherto  the  eastward."     Ko  change 

i  has  since  heen  made  in  the  actual  j>osition  of  this  corner. 

The  kinjj's  cinnmissionei's  seem  to  have  heen  of  the  opinion 
that  the  princii)le  a^ix'cd  upon  for  the  Connecticut  boundary 
was  equally  ap])licahle  to  that  of  Massjichnsetts,  the  "  jmt  iini- 
it«"  of  which  coUmy  s»n-  they,  "ye  Commissionei's  Hnd  to  be, 
Seconnet  Brook  on  ye  South  AVest  and  Merrimack  Uiver  on  ye 
^»urtli  East,  and  two  rl^lit  lines  dniwn  fj-om  each  uf  these  two 

I     1.    Tlie  letter  of  limtnictions  from  chiirlos  I.  to  the  ouiiinilRNloners  maybe  found  at  i 

'  lunirtli  In  New  York  Col.  Hist.,  Ill,  tM-M.  ; 

i.    New  York  Col.  Ultt.  Ill,  HW  :  (U'lu-ml  EntricH  OIh.)   omcc  N.  Y.  Heo'y  HtKtf.  i,  70. 

1    New  York  Won.  Doo.  imr,  (No.  HW.)  |».  t«Ml:  Conn.  ITIvntu  Uw».  II,  IWW.     The  i 

a«Twment  between  the  oonimlii«l«ner8  oontaliiMtt  dutallctl  reiiort  of  the  work  ot  tlio  sur-  I 

vcy,  and  mny  be  found  In  N.  Y.  Sen.  Doc.,  1857,  No.  10f>,  |i.  1W1.  i 

4.    ThlxdlMtanco  was  m»'aHiirfd  fllri-cOy  upon  the  Hurfacoof  the  in-oiiml,  with  unal- 

lowancv  of  U  nxlM  pur  inlle  addinl,  to  brlntt  It  to  an  approximately  iiorlzontal  meaHUro-  i 

ment.  \ 

.J!l,  T?'*J'*.*Jf"7JJ''''9»'  Hf'tlon  of  thin  c«.nitr.  Mocordlnir  to  the  latent  determination  of  | 

rtfsi.  li.  V.  H alllnit  Im  Ut  **  deit..  -JO  min..  90.«  aev.,  and  Lonv.  78  deg.,  81  mid..  I(t.7  aev. 
%.   New  York  t«etL  Doo..  t»7,  No.  109,  p.  178.  \ 
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places  till  it  coinu!?  U>   ilu<lsoii's    River;    for  tjint    is  alrf;uly 
planted  and  given  to  His  Royall  Highness.''' 

This  senii-otiicial  declaration  K)i  the  extent  of  the  \vi>»ern 
limits  of  the  MassHchnsetts  IJay  was  made  hy  the  i-oyal  connnis-  | 
sioneits  in  1664  or  '65.     It  of  oonrse  l>eeame  known  to  the  pr«»- 
vineial  authorities,  wiio  donhtless  <lepended  n|»on  it  as  a  jnstili- 
t'Htion,  if  any  wore  needed,  of  their  Hulisei|nent  action  in  grant-  . 
ing  landK  tu  Hottlui'H  In  the  Houniitonic  valley  to  the  eastward  ol'  * 
the  honndary  thus  indicated. 

The  tiivt  settlement  which  was  estai>lislied  in  the  neighlM»r- 
liood  of  Fort  Orange,  outsi<le  the  limits  of  the  pjitent  of  liens-  j 
sehierwyck,  wan  at  Ivinderhook.  where  thei*e  apj^-ais  to  have  ' 
heen  some  few  dwellers  as  early  as  16.")0.-  The  Indian  tniil 
eastward  from  Fort  Orange  passed  through  this  settlement,  and 
Wentunhook  or  Housatonic,  and  thence  over  the  niomitains  to 
Hpi'ingfk'ld,  and  ho  on  to  ^laHHacliUKt^'ttM  Day.  It  war*  known  to 
rhu  Dutch  ar*  **thu  New  Kiigliuid  path"  and  to  the  dwellviv  in 
the  (Connecticut  valley  as  "the  Hay  path." 

Among  the  settlers  at  Ivinderhook  hefore  17"<'  weitj  Conr.iet 
Borghghardt"  and  Elias  Van  Schaak  or  Scoick,  who  weixjcxten- 
nively  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  with  the  natives  eastwanl  along 
the  New  England  path.  They  were  hoth  convei'sjint  with  the 
native  language,  and  undouhtedly  became  accpiainted  with  the 

1.    New  York  Col.  Uiat..  Ill,  1  Vi. 

•i.  Tlio  Klndi-rhook  tmct  was  piircliHttcd  from  tlin  Itidliins,  Auir.  H  l(i<X.  hihI  |i!ili-iilit| 
ill  (Mirt  by  Uov.  DoriKan  to  Jaii  nondrlck  Do  llriiyn.  lH>c-.  1)1,  liiMi.  The  Kiiiil)Tli<M>k 
twiJont  projwr  was  ffi'aiited  by  Oov.  McoIIk,  Mar.  1-t,  MIK7.— New  York  Arclilviw,  ikxtk  vl. 
rutuiita,  pp.  IM-l&u. 

4.  Coiireat  ItorcliKliHrdt  wax  horn  Himiit  1117'.  niid  whh  one  of  tlic  «-Hrly  lii)iHl)ttniil!<  of 
Klndorhook.  Ue  may  have  buuii  ti  niitivc  of  UoIIhiiiI.  IIo  Ik  montioniMl  ax  11  pn>Miliii-iii 
i-ltlKoii  of  K.  Ill  1702,  and  In  \Tif\.  and  apiMmrx  to  linvu  lived  ntnir  tlio  river,  north  of  Kin- 
durliook  orouk,  in  what  U  now  stiiyvusant.  In  1717  li<>  bccoiiif  liivolv«)t|  in  h  ilinpiiir 
Willi  Van  Kenxdclaur  in  rcK|)vct  to  land  tltlur<,  and  duiibtles!*  hm  u  result  of  tblH.  iillfi'*! 
liiinHulf  with  tlio  ii)t(<ro8ts  of  tho  .Now  Knpland  i^oitlfrH  In  tliu  noiiMutonh-  vulU-y.  lu-iiitf 
well  aociualntfd  with  tlio  IndiaiiH  and  coiivemHiit  with  tlicir  lantniuiO!  and  ciiKtuiii!<,  lir 
was  um))loyed  by  the  Hottllnu  (roniinltli-o  In  IT".*!,  to  neiroilate  Iho  piin-ha»e  of  tlif  landr« 
lorminK  the  Moutbeni  portion  of  Kcrkxlilre  county,  lie  had  a  lar(r«!  family  of  m>ii!<  and 
daii;cliteii*,  and  about  17U4.  In*  removed  to  the  noii.-<atoiili-  scttieineiit  briiiffiiii;  IiIm  fuinily 
with  hini.  ills  homostciid  tK-cupicd  a  site  about  Hfteen  rcMis  Moitth  of  tlie  >«'«Ik- 
wiek  liiHtitutu  III  (iroiit  ItarriiiKtnn.  liiil  ho  owned  liesldes,  Meveral  liundrt'd  acn«  of 
tho  best  laiidH  now  witliln  (ivai  linrrliiirton  and  ICtfi-emniit.  Uc  was  a  man  of  in^-iil  In- 
t«.-liiKoiiuo.  oiiterpriso,  and  public  opirit.  as  well  as  of  sturdy  intvirrity,  and  Juditinu  (nmi 
Ills  auto^rraph.  wnH  a  man  of  ko«k1  ediicalioii  for  tho!<c  tinitw.  'i'lio  niai<ien  name  of  hb 
%\  Ife  was  (icsic  Van  Wye.  'ihoir  descendants  an;  Mtlll  numerous  in  Southern  Itorksliin*. 
iilthouKh  tho  name  Ih  now  commonly  written  llurithardt  or  llurKt^t  Mr.  l(or{;h;rbHnll 
(lied  about  17.')0,  iiiid  was  iindoubiedly  buried  in  tliu  vielnlty  <>f  ot  tiers  of  iiis  family  in  ilie 
south  burial  ground  at  Oroat  llHrrlntfton.  It  is  to  Imj  rutfrotteii  that  no  suilablv  iniu;rilMf| 
monument  i>er|)ctuates  tlie  memory  of  litis  sturdy  pntriarcli,  wlio  may  fairly  Ih-  fiitiik-<l 
to  be  called  the  foundur  of  thu  Uoiisatonio  colony.  For  niany  Inturvstinit  |«rtlculaM  of 
his  life  see  Taylor's  Hiitory  of  Oreat  liarrinKtoo.  107-1  to.  ^ 
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valley  of  fliu  IIuiiKitonic  nt  si  vorv  early  period,  ns  it  lay  at 
a  flistanee  «»t"  not  more  than  a  day's  journey  from  Kinderliook. 
In  tlie  s|>rinj;  of  1717  J}or^li«;liardt  and  Van  Scliaak  niiide 
a|)plie:iti<»n  to  the  (irovernor  of  New  York  f<»r  a  license  U\  \n\v- 
clianj  4,000  aci*es  of  land  comprised  in  a  tmet  lyin^  southeast  of 
the  patent  which  had  heen  fjfi-anted  to  the  inhnhitantsof  Kinder- 
hook  in  H)S8,  and  west  of  the  limits  of  the  Westenhook  |m- 
tent.'  The  land  was  (hdy  laid  out  l»y  the  «xoverinnent  surveyor 
in  the  fall  of  the  i^wwxii  year,'  hut  was  innnediately  claimed  hy 
Henry  Van  Uensselaer  as  he  allei^ed  hy  virtue  of  a  prior  pa- 
tent,"* a  claim  which  led  to  a  controversy  the  ultimate  residts  of 
which  were  far  from  unimportant. 

In  order  to  nndei-stand  the  nmtual  ix-lations  of  the  <lilTerent 
land  patents  in  this  i*e^ion  gmntetl  prior  to  1720,  it  >vill  he  nec- 
ess;irv  to  i*efer  hrieHy  to  their  hist«»ries.  In  H)S2,  a  tract  of 
laufl  pixjviously  purchsised  from  the  native  owners  in  hehnlf  of 
the  propriet»»r  or  patrooii  of  Uensselaerwyck,  was  contirme<i  to 
Stejdieii  Vjui  Cortland,  diivctor  of  the  manor  or  colony.  This 
tract,  known  as  J*otkooh\  was  descrihe<l  in  the  Indian  deetl  as 
oxtendinjj  aK»n^the  river  from  a  certain  kill  north  of  Clavenick. 
to  u  kill  called  }V(ujan-h(ififel\  eastward  "half  a  day's  join-ney'' 
to  the  **hiffli  woo<lland"  M'atrattatjutmk,  and  northward  to 
the  hefoiti  mentioned  kill  of  Clavemck.*  AViiwanaiinHslk"*  is 
t4.>  tliirt  day  n  well-known  landnmrk,  nituated  hetM'oen  nine  and 
tun  milcH  from  the  river,  *'wliuru  the  IndiaiM  hiive  laid  several 

I,  Now  York  IjuhI  rn|N»rn.  (Mn.l  vl,  IW, 

II,  ii)iii.  vl.  lui.  itH.  in. 

4.  Ihld.  vlll,  I.VI. 
I.  Ilolualo'i)  Alii**!*.  OuiiuMliiifV.  m. 
,  \  WawmiftqUHHMlok.  "  wiii'i't;  tht'  litiiiim  of  HtmiuN  lyo,  "  Iihh  Hm  jiliirul  In  tnin'ii  \  int 
i«lj(tilH«'«  "(tixxl;"  i/«/<w  Ih  "Ktoiic"  or  "Htoiu'K.*' himI  <t'«  ••pliicr."  (idiltviihci'K  Imlhtim 
ni  IIikIhoii's  Itlrer,  im.)  TlilKlHndtiiark  ix  ttni  inctiUoncd  In  llio  ili'<!<l  of  roiidnimtlitii 
tdvcn  t<>  slopli)-n  \°Hn  Cortland  by  four  liulltiim.  on  tliu  IXtli  of  oit..  ii\»*si,  foi-  tin'  lrH<-l 
HrtorwurtlB  chIIihJ  tlin  Clavorack  Manor.  (UoltMtvV  Amur,  (icnouloicv.  MM  )  And  iimiln 
liitlie|Mit4-iit.or  lilvinsHton,  urHiituil  l>.v  Oovornor  Uonifiiii.  (Doo.  UlnJ.  Now  Vork.  ill,  (Wl.t 
It  now  niitrkM  an  an!;l<i  In  tlio  boundary  liotweon  the  townslitiM  of  ('lavcriick  and  'I'iikIi- 
ka-.lck,  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  It  wbk  conunon  amonu  the  aborlKlnc^x  to  on-ct  Um'ho 
conmipmoratlvo  lioapn  of  xtoncH,  It  bclnff  an  Imnicnxirlal  ruHioni  Hniontf  tlicni.  tor  vaidi 
|M>n>on  iMMsIn;;  to  ad<l  Mk  contribution  to  tlio  pllo,  NonatUfaotory  oxplanatlon  of  tlu' 
oritftn  or  reason  of  the  ouHtoni  baj«  ever  been  (dvcn,  'I'lio  IndtanM  wore  often  umyn- 
tlon«^  HB  to  It.  but  wrre  Invariably  reluctant  to  talk  about  It.  Tlifro  w»Te  manv  of 
lliwr  nionnnirntH  In  dlffcrt-nt  placcn,  and  ll  In  n«»t  nnllkoly  fliat  they  wrrc  li.tiindfd'  for 
lH»undari<«.  Th«y  have  Invariably  Ik-h-u  looatod  alontrxUlc  a  tndl  or nuifh  trnvi'h-d  path, 
and  unuallr,  tliouRh  not  alwayn.  near  a  Kprlnw  omtrcam  of  water.  For  furtlier  Informa- 
tion on  thiM  auhjeot  wIthaooountM  of  dlften'nt  monunu'niK,  Hcethc  narrative  of  (ddroii 
llawler,  Indian  mluionary.  In  Doo.  Hint.  New  York,  III,  (PW:  TaylorV  lliat.  Orcat  Uar- 
rtaifum,  M-«i  Dwlght'a  mTelt,  II,  tM. 
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Iioai)s  of  stone  to«;etlier  l»y  ftiicieiit  custom  nstnl  mnon*;  tlii'in."' 
A  north  line  from  tliis  j)oint  to  (Jiaver.ick  eivek  w<»nl(l  Imve  iii- 
chMli'd  some   2H,(m>o  ncivs.     Van  llenssi'Iaer's  agents  liowever, | 
perhaps  hy  <'allinfx  i»«  the  aid  of  a  hmi^-ilistanee  pedestrian  of'     , 
snrpassinir   ai»ilitv,  e.\tende<l  tlie  ''half  dav's  jo\n*nev"  no  less      ; 
than  24  miles,  to  the  eonHuenee  of  tlie   ilousatonie  and  UreiMi      | 
rivei-s,  and  then  claimed  to  a  line  extendinjr  thence  t<  the  soinxv 
of  KinderluMik  creek,  in  what  is  now  Hancock,  endn-acinjr  not 
«»nly  the  «rieater  part  of  the  preseJit  county  of  (.'ohnnhla,  hut  a 
coiniderahle  section  of  southwestern  IJerkshiiv.     I>y  means  of 
this  harefacetl  fraud,  some  I75,0U(»  acivs  of  land  which  hud 
never  heeii  purchased  from  the  Indians  at  all,  weiv  inchuled  in 
the  survey  and  consequently    within  the  limits  of  the  jKitent 
^ri-anted  hy  (tovernor  J)on«^an  in  lOSH.-    This  patent  was  tlnTi'- 
after  known  as  the  (Jlavei-ack  or  lower  manor,  hut  hy  the  tcnns 
of  the  •rrant.  the  inhahitants  were  not  suhject  tn  the  feudal 
eon<litions  of  the  upper  nuuior  or  colony  of    Kensselaerwyck.' 
Killiaen  Van    Rensselaer,  to   whom  the  Claverack  manor  de- 
scended hy  entail,  conveyed  it  in  lT<»-t  to  his  hrother  llendrick 
from   whom   it  passed  to  his  eldest  s<»n  John,^  who  ultimately  j 
found  it  a  mofst  vexatious  and  tniuhlesome  iidieritance.     It  ail- 
peal's  therefore  that  the  Van  Uensselaer  i>atent  of  I({.s8  was  the! 
earliest  jxrtmt  end>mcin^  any  portion  of  the  territory  within  the 
Ilousatonie  valley. 

Amon^  thuorticialu  at  Alhanyat  this  period  wasunhivwd  and 
enterprising  young  Hcotchman  hy  the  name  of  It»heit  ijvhi)^- 
utou,'"*  who  hold  the  position  af  t«»wM  dork  and  secretary  for  In- 

1,    iKi'l. 

I/.    New  Yurk  Ai'vlilvt'N  iMk.i  IxxvII,  fW.  A  wumiiii  tort  lie  xiirvi'v  of  ihlNiniul  ritrllfiHi 
l-li>k  Villi  l(<tiixm>luui' Im  ill  Nuw  York  LiiikI  I'liiH'rH  (Mh.i  vIII,  I'I,  iiiiiI  tlifi'ului'iiur  llHiKiir 
\vy,  with  iiiup,  by  .Iuiiich  Uvlnastoii.  deputy  survi'voc,  tiiuy  In-  roiinii,  llilil.  vlll.  W.    Thh* 
•«iiv«ty  will*  iiiuiUi  III  ITitt.  uiid  tlio  boiiiidurlct  nrt-  Kivttii  UHalN>vv. 

H.    o'CutluKlianV  Now  Nwtlierlaiid.  II,  im. 

I,  .lolm  i>r.)oliaiinvit  Van  lii-iiMolaiT.  b,  ITIl.d.  IIWU,  w(v«Bonof  U<-n«lrk.-k  V.  I(.,  nml 
fitMior-iiiluw  of  Maj.  Oen.  Tlilllp  Schuyler.    UolKittv'K  Amur.  <  li-iiuaio»cy,  44. 

U.  Uoheil  I.ivlnK»toii,  Ant  proprietor  of  tii«4  miiiior.  wan  I).  In  Am^rain.  .sc<>tlan<l.  In 
UtVI,  uinlKrutKd  to  Anit^rloa  In  1U74,  and  Kcttlwl  In  Albany.  IW  fllle<l  nuineruiiM  iHihlk- 
ulllroK  ;  wuH  Seorotary  for  Indian  alTaln<,  Mcnibt-r  of  tlio  Kxi-ontlvuroiincll.  and  xpi'ttkcr 
of  llio  I'nivlnulttl  AHm-inbly.  Mayor  of  Albany,  vto.  A  blo»mtpblcal  Hki't«'li  of  liini  »ayi« 
thut  "lio  tllod  about  tilt'  year  iras  IihvIiik  bwn  witb  f«'W  InlcTndsttloim,  tbo  rf<ilplfiii  tiT 
public  favor  imd  jtatronuKu  from  liin  ftntt  arriviil  In  Aiuoricu  lo  tli»*  cU«o  of  lib*  «-an.'«T. 
lb-  wan  u  luun  of  un<tu<>8tVonablu  Mbr«i\vdiu'iw,  p«*rH»'V«'run<r«'  aixt  of  lar)f<<Bc«inl»lilvciif?«t. 
UU  uiiilii  i^fl'oi-lH  M«>uiu  to  buv«  biH'ii  dlniutiMl  prlnvlimlly  to  NvciirliiK  for  biiiuM'lf  ultUf. 
wi'allli  ami  hikjcIkI  prlvlli'»<«»H.  und  nvt-ry  opiM>rluiilly  wiix  wlainl  by  bini  to  xt-l  IIh-  ptov- 
friiiiiuiil  und  Ibr  U-tclxlulun'  to  n>i;oioilHu  biH  nmiutrof  l.lvinicion."  'I'Ih.-  larKt^iiMrt  of 
tlie  manor  wan  dcvlwil  by  lilni  to  bin  Hdext  mm  Iitlll|i.-IKM>.  nb<t.  New  York,  iU,  Ttt&- 
rwti,  (note). 
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ilimi  nffjii'w  as  early  as  I07r».  IFe  pcrfornicil  tlic  ilnticp  r>f  this 
iiii|M»i'tHiit  ottico  for  iK'iirly  fifty  mii-s,  uiid  in  tliat  eapacity  ne- 
<|iiirt>(l  iiincli  iiiforiiiatioii  in  respoct  to  valimMo  huulK  still  in  the 
|M»sK>ssioii  of  till'  iiativcH, — information,  which  as  the  seijnel  will 
«lu>w,  he  wMMi  managed  to  tnrn  to  excellent  acco\nit  for  his  own 
intei-est.  On  Ntiveniber  12,  lOSo,  (lovernor  A ndross  approved 
his  jHitition  for  leave  to  punthase  land  on  the  cast  side  «»f 
Hudson's  river,'  and  im  the  12th  of  Jnly,  10s8,  he  procured  a 
deed  fiian  the  Mahican  owners  of  a  tmct  <>n  Koeloff  Hansen's 
kill  adjacent  to  the  river,  having  a  front  of  almut  ten  miles  and 
t^vtending  castwardly  "to  a  cripjde  Innli  hy  the  In<lians  called 
Ma/tf(Mkttb>f>k.''*  This  locality,  there  is  reas«»n  to  believe,  was 
about  twelve  miles  east  of  the  river.  On  Xovendier  4,  1(^^<H, 
(tovtM'uor  J)on»j;a!i  issued  a  j)atent  for  the  land  thus  jnu'chased." 
In  the  sprinj^  of  H5S5  Livingston  presented  another  petition  to 
(iovernor  Donijfjvn,  in  which  he  set  forth  his  disappointment  in 
ivsjKJct  to  the  character  of  the  i>rece(Ung  purchase,  which  "  after  a 
view  and  Survey  thereof  proves  much  (/ontiiu'e  to  Expectation, 
very  Little  being  fitt  to  bo  Improoved,  and  whereas  theit?  is  a 
IVece  of  ]j»uul  Lycing  upon  ye  8ame  Kill  called  by  the  Indians 
Ta<!hkanick  behinde  Patkook  about  Two  or  Moohund  acres, 
which  in  time  might  Proove  a  Convem'ent  setlement  for  yuwr 
hour  lunnblc  Petitioner,  he  thereforc  hund)ly  Pi-ays  That  your 
hour  would  be  Pleased  to  grant  him  a  Lycence  to  Purchase  yo 
Same  of  yo  native  Proprictoi-s,  who  are  willing  t(»  dispose 
theiviif  to  your  hour  Inunblo  Petitioner,"  etc.  Upon  this  peti- 
tion *'2(M>  acros  of  ye  s»ii<l  land  wjjs  granted,"  and  Livingston 
accordingly  received  a  deed  from  the  Indians  on  August  l<»th, 
of  the  same  year,  and  on  August  27th,  Govenior  Dongan  con- 
tirmcd  by  patent  the  ])ui'chiu»e  as  described  in  the  Indian  deed.^ 
The  next  year,  Livingston  again  petitioned  the  goveni(»r  to 
unite  his  two  former  purchtwes  under  a  "  patent  of  confirmation  " 
constituting  the  sinne  manor  <»f  Ijivingston  and  ctniferring  feu- 
dal privileges  u]xui  the  i>r(»])rietor,  which  was  gmntod  by  the 
g«»vernor,  and  the  patent  issued  Jnly  23,  l(»S({.o  The  next  yea** 

I.  \U)c..  UM.  New  V«»rk,  HI,  6iM. 

V.  Ibid.  ill.  CIJ. 

::.  Ibid,  III,  tflA. 

•I.  Ibid,  III,  UI7. 

ft.  ibu,  m,  oa-^f:.         . 
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Livin<;st«»i  |Mire)itit«o<l  fr«nn  the  natives  oei'taiii  lulditional  laiuls 
wost  and  soiitli  of  Oopakc  lake.' 

The  |)otiti«ni<»  for  tlitvo  patents  \vei*e  artfully  wtuileil  by  Liv- 
ingston HO  m  to  (MMivey  tlie  false  iinpivssinn  tlisit  iMitli  tlic  orij^i- 
mil  gmnts  tnken  to«;otlier  would  ('(Miiprise  Imt  a  little  over  2,5<m> 
ucrcs,  hut  tlie  iMinndaries,  apparently  l»y  intention,  weiv  de- 
M'rilied  hy  natnnil  ohjcets  under  tlieir  aWoHirinal  natnet)«  and 
actually  encompassed  a  vast  tract,  containing  at  least  17o,'MM> 
aci*es  and  enibmcin^  fully  one-tliird  of  tlie  present  county  of  C«»- 
hnnbia.  The  manor,  ns  afterwards  surveyed,  included  a  consid- 
emlde  p<»rtion  of  the  arahle  land  comprised  within  the  liniititof 
the  preseitt  town  of  ^[inuit  Washington.*  Theix*  d«»es  not  u|>- 
pear  t<»hea  particle  of  evidence  that  Livingston  ever  puivhaoed 
the  last  mentioned  land  from  the  Indians,  or  indeed  any  eonsid- 
emhle  portion  of  the  tract  which  now  forms  the  northcasteni 
section  of  Copake,  although  he  had  caused  them  to  he  includiHl 
within  his  manorial  j^iimt.  This  was  an  eminentlv  chamcteristic 
piece  of  sharp  practice,  which  was  destined  to  cause  Livingston'* 
descendants  no  small  amount  of  trouble. 

Thus  for  a  considenition  of  S»3oguildei*s  in  wampum,  c«juivn- 
lent  to  $875,  and  some  $200  additional  in  axes,  kettles,  knives, 
hlankcts  and  other  like  connntKlities,  Ilohert  Livingston  ol>- 
taincd  for  himself  and  his  successoi-s  the  i)er|>etual  soveroignty 
over  this  princely  dunuiin,  and  inasmuciras  in  the  woitls  of  IiIh 
"  Innnhle  petition,"  he  had  '*  been  at  Vjist  Charges  and  £x|)encc 
iji  Purchaseing  the  said  Tracts  and  Pairells  of  Ijuid  fnan  tho 
native  Indians  a))d  alsoe  in  Settling  and  Impnivoing  the  wimu,** 
he  was  onl}*  rc«pnrod  to  pay  to  the  ci-own  an  annual  <piit-rent  of  | 
2S  shillings.  But  as  ho  afterwards  rc-convoyed  to  the  crown 
(>,<>0(»  acres  in  considerati(»n  of  £4<m»  sterling,  he  nnist  have  rt'- 
ceived  rcindmi'sement  for  his  "  Vast  Charges  and  Expcnee,"  so 
that  the  I'eniaining  1GO,0(M>  lUM-es,  lieeame  virtually  a  fi-ce  gift 
fnun  the  i-oyal  government." 

On  July  17,  17o5,  Peter  Schuyler,  Derrick  "WosscUs  and  scv- 

1.    I)oc.  ni8t.  New  York,  III,  OdS. 

'«».  See  nmp  of  a  wurvcy  by  .Folin  Deatty,  Den.  Riir\-oyor  of  New  York.  Oclolier  au,  1714, 
a  fac  Hiniile  of  wliicli  Ix  In  l)oo.  iltst.  New  York.  Hi,  fueliiirp.  OM. 

8.  'I'IiIh  tnict  now  ooniitltntoH  the  town  of  cenuHnlowo  ami  wa*  imrchaseiJ  by  the 
crown  for  a  i-olonyof  Ocnnan  I'alutlneti.  Many  ilofuinentn  rplativeUttlib  aettlMncat 
may  be  fonml  In  U(m>.  Ulxt.  New  York,  vol.  ilL 
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oral  (»tlior  jKii-wMiH  lu»ldin^  ofiiccs  of  tnif«t  and  jn'otit  iiiulor  tlio 
New  York  government,  petitioned  for  a  ]>atent  for  certain 
tracts  of  land  l^'ing  on  a  creek  called  Wextenhool^  l»eginnin«;  at 
an  Indian  Inirying  place  "bard  l»y  Ka])liack,"  thence  running 
np  northerly  on  hoth  sides  the  said  creek  to  a  fall  or  rift  of  the 
same  called  Ssisigtonack,'  and  extending  into  the  woods  west- 
erly to  the  hounds  of  Kinderhook  and  Patkook,  together  with 
another  tract  of  land  also  lying  on  Westenhook  creek,  extend- 
ing on  hoth  sides  from  Sasigtonack  northerly  to  another  rift 
called  Packwake,  and  thence  westerly  to  the  hounds  of  the 
Manor  of  Kinderhook  and  llensselaerwyck.  This  patent  is  al- 
leged to  be  based  upon  purchases  made  from  the  natives,  some 
as  early  as  1085,  and  othei*s  in  17<>3  and  1704.'*    It  is  ditticult  t<» 

I  detcnnine  the  extent  of  this  grant  from  the  somewhat  obsctnv 
dow^ription  given  in  the  patent  granted  to  the  i)etitionei's  on 
ScptemlKjr  2}^  17<»5,  but  it  is  (piitc  certain  that  its  sou  the  rly 
iMrtindary  was  the  stream  now  called  Salmon  creek,  which  j«»ins 
the  Ilousatonic  uear  Lime  Rock  station  (yom)ecticut.  It  extended 
north  to  the  limestone  gorge  through  wliich  the  river  tlows  be- 
tween Glendale  and  Stockbridge,  which  can  be  identified  jis 
l*a4'k-was-i'he  or  Pachvoake^  and  included  all  the  territory  ton 
line  four  miles  east  of  the  river  north  of  the  jn-esent  north  line 

t  of  Shetticld.  By  the  conditions  expressed  in  the  grant  the  jia- 
tentces  were  requii*ed  to  clear  and  make  imi)rovements  upon 
some  i)ortion  of  the  lands  granted  within  six  yeai's,  and  tf»  pay 
to  the  crown  an  annual  quit-rent  of  kTi  10s. 

It  apiKjaiv  therefore  that  the  Westeidiook  patent,  being  lim- 
itetl  in  a  westerly  direction  by  the  prior  patents  of  Patkook  and 

I  Kinderhook,  did  not  in  fact  comprise  any  very  large  amount 

Mtf  the  territory  now  in  Massachusetts  west  of  the  lIousatoni<! 
river.  No  evidence  has  been  discovered  tending  to  show  that 
any  actual  improvements  were  ever  made  under  the  auspices  of 
the  patentees,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

/  The  jxitltion  of  Borghghardt  and  Van  Scoick  in  1717,  for  the 
purelnisc  of  lands  south  of  the  Kinderhook  patent,  appeal's  to 

I.  Sa»iffUmac,  n\gt\\tylng  '*  water  splashlnR  over  rocks."  Taylor  ideiittflos  this  an  the 
faUii  in  the  upper  part  of  Oreat  Barnntrton  village.— Hif«t.  Great  HarriuKton.  r>. 

*.    New  York  I^iid  Papers  (Mkm.).    Iv,  ^3:  TavlorV  UiHt.  Oreat  llarrintrtoii,  !i. 

8.  I'tick-iFuke,  a  term  HignifyInK  a  l)end  or  elbow,  in  uUubIod  to  tlie  uhanK«  from  n 
wenterly  to  a  Houtlierly  cotine  wlikjli  (Kscura  In  the  river  ut  thiH  )ioliit.  It  Ik  the  pliicc 
where  the  unflnlnhed  Krade  llii«  of  the  l^ee  ami  Iliidmni  rallrmut  (trtMowM  Uie  river  n  Hhort 
dManrealmve  olendale. 
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hnvc  yivt'jj  Hkc  to  a  cuiitrovei'Hy  with  Ileiiry  Van  ItoiinKjlacr, 
tli(.'  proprietor  of  the  lower  iiiaiior,  wliicli  conti)iuc(l  for  iiiaiiy 
years.^  Tliin  eireu instance  rendeif*  it  liighiy  ])i'ol>aMe  that  lH>r- 
ghjjjhardt,  wlio  seems  to  liave  been  a  man  of  unusnai  intvllij^'nce 
ajul  enterprise,  and  i^ssessed  of  an  intimate  knowiedjre  f»f  the 
Westenhook  rej^ion,  determined  to  enter  into  the  neg(»tiations/ 
with  some  of  the  prominent  men  in  western  Massiichusetts,  I 
witli  tlie  undeivitanding  tliat  he  wonld  eo-<»i)erHt«  with  them  in 
extendin<f  the  settlements  nnder  that  j^overmnent  into  the  val- 
ley of  the  Westenhook  or  llousatonie.  Some  scheme  of  this 
nature  must  certainly  have  been  under  consideration  in  the  (gen- 
eral Court  of  ^[assachusetts  as  early  as  171i>,  for  on  NovemlH.'r| 
l'.>th  of  that  year  it  was  voted  that,  "  Whereas  the  divisional | 
line  and  honndary  between  this  pi"ovince  and  the  j>i"ovince  of 
Xev  York  have  never  been  run,  marked  out  and  stated  ;  and 
new  plantations  are  issuing  forth  frt»ni  that  government  as  well 
as  this;  onlered  tiiat  Samuel  Thaxter,  William  Diidley  and 
.John  Stcxhlanl,  Es«j.,  be  a  connnittee  to  join  with  such  as  the 
government  of  New  York  shall  appoint,  to  run  and  settle  the  ^ 
divisional  line  and  boundary  betweeii  said  pi"ovinces  jnirsuant 
to  their  legal  grants.''''  A  copy  of  this  i-esolution  was  duly 
transmitted  t«»  the  governor  of  New  York.  The  action  of  the 
(4enend  Court  may  have  been  pi-ompted  by  information  received 
from  IJorghghardt,  and  it  may  also  have  Ikjcu  due  to  a  knowl- 
e<ige  t»f  the  fact  that  the  western  boimdary  of  Connecticut  had 
been  agived  upon,  and  was  about  to  be  definitely  snrveyefl  and 
established  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river. 
It  was  obviously  the  i>olicy  of  Massachusetts  to  extend  her  plan- 
tations westward  to  a  corresponding  distance  as  soon  as  jjossible,  i 
and  thus  establish  a  prior  claim  to  the  territory  b}-  virtue  of 
actual  occupancy  and  settlement,  a  jiolicy  which  had  l)cen  ci»n- 
sistently  and  successfully  inirsued  on  the  part  of  Connecticut. 
Two  yeai-s  moix;  elai)sed  i>efoi*e  anything  definite  wa«  done.  In 
May,  172*2,  two  petitions  wei*e  presented  signed  by  176  inhabi- 
tants of  Hampshire,  county  asking  for  grants  of  lands  on  the  ' 
IIousjit(jnic  river,"*  which  were  favorably  resjiondecl  to,  and  a 
ivsolution  i)assed  and  approved  by  the  governor  on  tlic  3<>tli  of 

"77  X«)W  York  Uml  I'ajiew  (Mm.),    vIM,  IM:  xxir,  IB;  xxxlU,  4. 
s!.    MaKHneliuiottM  (Jen.  Court  Keoordn.  ,  .    _, 

8.    Mold'*  nut,  Borkahtn)  Ca.  «l ;  T»ylor*»  llbt.  Oreat  Buringtoo.  N. 
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June,  ^raiitiii;^  to  the  petitioiieiv  two  towiisliips,  each  coiitaiiiinp 
seven  miles  f><|nai*e,  on  tlie  llousjitonic  river,  tlie  tii'st  adjacent 

j  to  the  diviHional  line  between  Ma-ssichnsetts  and  Connecticut, 
whicli  liad  hcen  nni  and  marked  in  1717,' and  the  second  im- 
mediately jwl  jacent  tliereto  on  tlie  north.  A  committee  was  ap- 
ixtinted  to  lay  out  lands,  admit  settlers,  extinjjjuish  the  Indian 
title  and  generally  to  mana<;e  the  aifairs  of  the  plantations.- 

(>n  the  25th  of  Ai)ril,  1724,  the  settlinii;  conmiitteemet  Kon- 
ka|>ot  and  nineteen  other  Indian  owneiv  of  the  territ«trv,  at 
Westiield,  Conraet  Btiryhardt  acting  as  interpi'eter,  and  a  deed 
was  execiitcd  by  them,  ciniveying  with  certain  reservations  a 
tract  extending  four  miles  east  i»f  the  river,  ln»nnfliiig  south  on 
tlie  colony  line,  north  on  "ye  gi*eat  Mountain  known  hy've 
name  of  Mau-nku-fee-haank^''^^ mu\  westward  "on ye  Patten  or 

I  Colony  of  New  Vork."^ 

A  somewhat  i-emarkahle  fact  ct»nnected  with  this  deed  is, 
that  the  Indians  warmnted  the  title  to  he  free  of  all  incum- 
brances, an  nliusual  provision  in  such  instruments,  which  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  grantors  regarded  the  pri(»r  sjdes  al- 
leged to  have  Ikjcu  made  to  the  AVestenhook  patentees  as  null 
and' void.  An  examination  of  the  petition  for  the  Westenhook 
grant  suggests,  to  s*iy  the  least,  the  possibility  i»f  fiiiud.  It  re- 
cite<l  that  the  petitionei's  had  advnnced  nmney  and  goods  to  the 
Indian  proprietoi*s  of  certain  lands  at  AVestcJilujok,  M'ho  had 
inortg-aged  the  pi^-mises  to  them,  ami  that  the  Indians  being  un- 
able to  repay  the  sums  thus  advanced,  the  petitioners  had  "coii- 
descended"  to  uuike  further  advances  and  take  deeds  (»f  the 
lands.'"*  It  has  always  been  a  circmnstance  difficult  of  explana- 
tion, that  the  wealthy  ownei-s  of  such  a  valuable  tract  as  AVest- 
enliook  never  appear  t(»  have  attempted  to  establish  a  single 
settler  on  it,  and  so  far  as  is  known,  never  made  the  slightest 
attempt  to  enfoi"ce  their  rights  except  by  bringing  suits  for  tres- 
pass against  some  of  the  tii-st  individuals  who  claimed  under  the 
Massachusetts  gmnt."     IJut  if  the  Indian  title  was  obtained  by 

1.    Conn.  Arobives,  (Mas.)  CoIoiiIhI  DouiularicH,  ill ;  Uowen^s  lloundary  Disputes,  .Mt. 
■•     Taylor's  Hist.  (Jreat  Rarrinjrton.  14. 


3.  Probably  the  elevation  now  known  hs  r?atllennrtk«»  Illlj,  In  stockbrUlire. 

4.  Fleld'H  lust.  Berkshire  County.  aOI :  Taylor'H  lIlMt.  (mat  Harrlnirton.  15.    A  cony  of 
the  deod  Is  printed  In  the  appendix  of  Taylor  p.  488,  and  also  In  N.  E.  Oen.  and  llist. 


Beg.,  vlll.  i\^. 
5.    Taylor's  Illst.  Uroat  Barrinffton.  i. 
«L    Ibld,». 


Indians  protest  tujalnst  the  lanil  frauih.  20 

fraud  or  cninpiiUioii,  tliusu  hoiiorahlc  Nuw  York  ^cMitleineii 
knew  very  well  that  no  man's  scalp  would  Ikj  sjife,  who  at- 
tempted to  settle  under  it.  Conmet  IJor^h^liardt  must  have 
been  convei'sant  with  thefactsln  the  case,  and  evervthin^  wliicli 
we  kiiow  of  the  character  of  that  sturdy  pioneer  forbids  us  to 
suppose  that  he  would  have  been  a  i)arty  to  the  conveyance  at 
Westfield,  if  the  prior  purcluuse  by  the  Westenh<H»k  patentees 
of  a  larj^e  part  of  the  Kime  territory  had  Ikjcu  a  honajidc  trans- 
action. 

There  are  many  evideiu-es  that  the  ln<lians  felt  deeply  a^r- 
^rieved  by  the  fraud  which  had  been  piiicticed  U|)on  them  liy 
Van  Jlensselaer,  Livingston,  and  the  Westeidiook  patentees,  of 
including  within  their  limits  l«r<;e  tracts  of  laml  which  had  never 
been  honoiiibly  purchased  or  ])aid  for.  Captain  Hendrick  Au- 
paumut,'  who  succeeded  ('aptain  Konkapot  asi-hief  of  the  Ma- 
liican  (U*  Stockbridge  nation,  in  an  eloijuent  address  t<»  the  Gov- 
ernor  of  New  York  at  the  Albany  cmifeivnce  in  1754,  tells  the 
story  of  the  wronjrs  of  his  countrymen  in  a  forcible  and  eifec- 
tive  nmnner. 

''  Fathei's:  AVe  are  {greatly  rejoice<l  to  see  you  all  lieiv.  It  is 
by  the  will  of  Heaven  that  we  are  met  heiv,  and  wa  thank  you 
for  this  opportunity  of  seein«;  you  together,  as  it  is  a  lon;x  time 
since  we  have  had  such  an  one. 

'*  Fathers :  "Who  sit  i)resent  here,  we  will  just  «;ive  you  a  short 
relation  of  the  lon<;  friendshij)  which  hath  subsisted  l»etMeen 
the  white,  people  of  this  country  and  us.  Our  foi-efathers  had 
a  eabtle  on  this  river.  As  one  of  them  walked  out  he  saw 
8omething  on  the  river,  luit  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  it  was. 

1.  Cunt,  ilciidrick  Auimiimut,  wlio  was  porlmps  the  al)le8t  and  moet  distln(niLs)u>d  in- 
viduiil  of  hl«  nation,  first  appeared  In  liistory  as  the  si)caker  In  tin-  confercimc  bctwt-t'n 
the  Mahlcaim  and  the  Mohawk  cnibassadon*  diirinfr  the  war  of  174((.  Notliln^  apjiears  to 
1)0  known  of  hl»  birth  and  parentaKe.  Ills  elo<|iicnt  and  able  address  to  the  jrovemor  «if 
New  York,  which  wu  reproduce  in  full,  and  his  stirrinc  and  patriotic  8pi-(H:h  to  th«^  coni- 
niissioners  ol  the  Continental  Confrrcss  at  Albany  In  177-1,  shown  the  spirit  in  which  him- 
self  and  Ills  people  espoused  the  cause  of  their  friends,  the  New  Kn^land  colonists.  Ue 
welcomed  the  nii.tslonarles  anionft  his  iwonle.  Impressiiijr  upon  them  a  recognition  of  Ids 
worth,  oven  while  refuslnsr  to  unite  with  the  converts.  Durini:  the  l-^cnch  war  he  servifl 
faithfully  and  returned  to  his  people  with  honor.  After  the  revolution.  In  M<Tord- 
aiiee  with  a  suggestion  made  by  l<ev.  Mr.  Kirkland  to  <;en.  Knox,  then  8ecrctar>'  of  war, 
(.\pril  22,  17til,>  ho  was  employed  by  the  iwvemment  on  missions  to  the  western  tribt-s. 
and  conducted  Important  and  successful  ncKotlations  with  them,  which  im<|uost>4>nHhlT' 
served  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  victorj-  of  Tinnecanoe.  In  the  war  of  IM12,  C'antalii 
Uendriok  joined  the  American  army,  was  favorably  noticed,  and  promoted  to  anomcial 
iK»>i'ion.  In  all  his  multifarious  piiblle  duties  he  never  forirot  his  people,  and  one  of  lii^ 
last  acts  was  to  write  a  history  of  his  nation.  In  inan  he  removed  to  <;reen  Hay.  WK, 
with  the  remnant  of  his  tribe,  where  he  was  soon  alter  jrathere<l  to  his  fathers.  The 
above  particulars  are  mainly  from  Kuttenber'8  Indian  Trll)es  of  Hudson's  Hlver.  p.  n>- 
8S5.    See  also  Jones*  Stockbridire  Tast  and  Present,  and  Stone's  Life  of  Brant,  U.  9K. 
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He  t»K»k  it  at  liifst  for  a  ^reat  tisli.  lie  ran  into  tliu  castle  and 
j^ave  notice  to  the  other  Indians.  Two  of  om*  forefathers  went 
to  see  what  it  wa«,  and  found  it  a  vessel  with  men  in  it.  Tliej 
immediately  joined  hands  with  the  people  in  the  vessel  and  he- 
CJime  friends.  The  white  people  told  them  they  should  not 
come  any  further  up  the  river  at  that  time,  and  ssiid  to  them 
they  would  return  hack  whence  they  came  and  come  apiin  in  a 
year'K  time.  According  to  their  promise  they  returned  hack  in 
a  year's  time,  and  came  as  far  uj)  the  river  as  whei-e  the  old  fort 
Kto«Kl.  Our  foi*efather(<  invited  them  on  shore  and  said  to  them, 
here  we  will  give  you  a  i)lace  to  make  you  a  town ;  it  shall  he 
from  this  place  to  such  a  stream,  and  from  the  river  hack  up  to 
the  hill.  Our  foitifathers  told  them,  though  they  were  now  a 
small  iHJople,  they  would  in  time  nmltiply  and  till  up  the  land 
they  had  given  to  them.  After  they  were  aslu»re  some  time, 
some  other  Indians  wh(»  had  not  seen  them  before  looked 
Hercelyat  them,  and  our  forefathers  observing  it,  and  seeing  the 
white  people  so  few  in  utnnher,  lest  they  nhould  he  destroyed, 
took  and  sheltered  them  mider  their  arms.  I>ut  it  turned  out 
that  those  Indians  did  not  desire  to  destroy  them,  hut  wished 
also  to  have  the  white  i)eoplo  for  their  friends.  At  thin  time 
which  we  have  now  spoken  of,  the  white  peoi)le  wei-e  small, 
hut  we  were  very  numerotJs  and  strong.  \Ve  defen«led  them 
in  that  low  state,  hut  now  the  ca^^e  is  altered.  Vou  are  numer- 
ous and  strong ;  we  aixj  few  and  weak ;  therefore  we  ex])ect  you 
to  act  hy  us  in  these  circumstances  as  we  did  hy  you  in  tlK»se 
we  have  just  nt»w  related.  We  view  you  now  as  it  very  large 
tree  which  has  tiiken  deep  root  in  the  ground  ;  whose  hnmches 
are  spread  very  wide.  We  stand  hy  the  hody  of  this  ti-ee  and 
we  look  around  to  see  if  there  he  any  who  endeavor  to  hurt  it, 
and  if  it  should  so  hapixjn  that  any  aixj  |>owerful  enough  to  de- 
stroy it  we  aix)  ready  to  fall  with  it. 

*'  Fathers:  You  see  how  early  we  made  friendship  with  you. 
we  tied  each  other  in  a  very  strong  chain.  That  chain  has  not 
yet  Iweu  broken.  We  now  clean  and  rub  that  chain  t«t  make  it 
brighter  and  stronger,  and  wo  determine  on  our  })art  that  it 
shall  never  Ihj  broken,  and  we  lioi>e  you  will  take  eai-e  that  nei- 
ther you  uur  any  ouo  elso  shall  break  it.    And  wu  aitj  greatly 
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rejoiced  tliat  i)eace  ami  friemlpliii)  liavc  8«»  loiijj  snltsistetl  ln'- 
tween  us. 

*'  Fatlieif*:  D<m't  tliiiik  stmnj^  at  what  we  aiv  alwmt  t«»  my. 
We  M'ould  fiay  sometliintf  respeetiiijj:  our  lands.  When  the 
win'te  ])eo])le  purchased  from  time  to  time  oi  us,  they  said  they 
only  M'anted  to  jmrchase  the  low  lands;  they  told  us  the  hilly 
land  M'as  ^iun]  for  notln*n<f,  and  that  it  was  full  of  m*«hm1  and 
stones;  hut  now  we  see  ])ei»i)le  living  all  ahout  the  hills  and 
woods  although  they  have  not  pmvhiused  the  lands.  When  we 
in<juijx«  of  the  i)e<H)le  who  live  on  these  lan<ls  what  right  they 
have  to  them,  they  ix'ply  to  us,  that  we  ai-e  not  to  l»e  n'g:inUHU 
and  that  these  lands  helong  to  the  king;  hut  we  wqw  the  first 
possessoi-s  of  them,  and  when  the  king  has  paid  us  for  them, 
then  thev  nuiv  sjiv  thev  are  his.  Hunting  now  has  grown  very 
scarce,  and  we  are  not  like  to  got  our  living  that  way.  Then*- 
foi'e  we  hope  our  fathers  will  take  cnix*  that  Ave  niv  ^wnd  for  our 
lands  that  we  may  live."' 

The  significance  of  Captain  llendrick's  i*cmarks  M'ill  »|>|>ear 
when  wo  come  to  discuss  the  controveinies  whi(!h  ai*ose  in  <'on- 
se«mence  of  the  wrongful  appropriatifin  of  the  hnuls  n-ferniJ ) 
to  hy  the  New  Y(»rk  patentees. 

('onraet  n«)rghghar<lt  seems  henceforth  to  have  identifieil  him- 
self wlntlly  with  the  interests  of  the  New  England  settleiv.     In' 
1725,  hefoi*e  the  settling  connnittee  connnenced  ojH*nitioiis  ut 
irousi\tonic,  they  employed   him   t<»  measuiti  the  distance  U»- 
tween  the  Hudson  an<l  the  ]Ious;itonic  rivei-s.     Owing  to  vari- 
ous ohstacles  interj)«>sed  hy  the  Westenh(M»k  patentees,  who  hy 
this  time  ha<l  discovered  what  was  going  on,  he  had  much  dif- 
fictdty  in  securing  a  survey<»r,  hut  finally  procuivil  one  fn»m  a 
ilistant  point,  who  with  the  assistance  of  ^fr.  liorghghaitlt  and 
his  son,  ultimat^'ly  succeeded  in  nieasuringthe  line.*    This  meas-I 
ureujent  was  undouhtedly  made  ahmg  the  dividing  line  l>ctween 
the  LivingstiMi  numor  and  the   patent  of  Patkook,    and    y\'n» 
for  the  purptme  of  determining  the  i>osition    of  the  coh»niui  } 
lioundary.     Early  in  1726,  Messrs.  Ashley  and  Pomcruy  of  the  . 
settling  committee  cstahlished  the  houndary  l)otween  the  two 

I.  Now  York  Col.  niMt.,  vi,  HHi ;  Hiittenbor'it  Indian  Triben  of  lludMNi>  l(l\-rr.  »!.  Aa 
liitortfHliiiK  bloKritplik^al  nketoli  of  Aiiimumut  Im  given  in  the  lant  nHniinl  w«irk.  H«r  aHo 
JoiK>ii'  HUM-klirldicv  l'iu<t  and  l*rpH4^nt. 

H.    MamMii-liuneltH  Archlrnt,  (.Mm.)  xIvI,  I4S:  Taylor*!!  libit.  Oreat  narrloRtoo.  9V. 
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toMHifiliips — wliicli  it  may  he  noted,  coiTeRpuiided  exactly  M'itli 
that  hetween  two  of  tlie  AVenteiiliook  tracts,  and  made  a  rough 
mirvc}'  an<l  division  of  the  lower  townsliii)J  The  i*cc<»rds  ai*o 
jiilent  as  to  the  proceeding  in  the  first  year  of  the  settlement, 
hut  it  \n  certain  that  some  pioneeiN  fonn<l  their  way  to  the  val- 
ley JUS  early  as  1726,  and  one — jVEatthew  Nohle  of  Westtield — 
hi  1725.* 
The  intelligence  of  this  movement  stirred  tij)  the  "VVestcnhook 

•  jwitentees.  They  commonce<l  actions  of  trespass  and  ejectment 
ngsiinst  winie  of  the  settleiv,"  and  memorialized  Governor  Ihu*- 
net  of  Xew  V«»rk,  complaining  of  the  encroachmetits  on  their 
priilH'rty  hy  the  Miissachnsetts  people."*  A  cori^*sjMnKlence  ensued 
lH«twet?n  Governor  Hnrnet  and  Governor  Belcher  of  Massticlm- 
nott*,  hi  which  the  former  proposed  that  "no  Innovations  he 

,  made  on  the  homulaiies  of  the  provinces,  till  they  he  settled 

.  either  hy  Agreement,  or  order  from  Ifinne."'*  This  was  assented 
to  on  the  part  of  hoth  gtivernments,  an  order  to  that  effect  hav- 
ing heen  passed  on  Decend»cr  2H,  1720,  hy  the  Geneiiil  Court 
of  Massachusetts,"  while  a  like  order  was  issued  alunit  the  same 
time  hy  the  governor  and  council  of  New  York.  It  was  also 
diivcted  that  all  actions  already  commenced  by  the  i)atentees 
ngiiinst  the  people  of  AVestenho(>k  he  su8i)ended  until  fiu'ther 
oiileiv.'  Accordingly  in  May,  1727,  the  lieutenant  gt>vernor  of 
Massjichusetts  on  the  jmrt  of  that  colony  issued  instnictions  to 
the  settling  committee  at  Ilousatonic,  jn-ohihiting  the  further 

I  laying  out  of  lands,  or  the  i)rosocution  of  suits  against  the  New 
York  claimants."  This  order  greatly  cmharnisged,  altluMigh  it 
prohahly  did  not  altogether  arrest  the  jn'ogressof  the  settlement 
for  the  next  six  years.  The  committee  quaintly  remark:  "Ye 
settlement  at  Ilousatonunuck  M*as  for  a  considemhle  time  uwxvh 
im|K>ded  and  hindoix?d  ;  hut  afterwards  nuvny  of  ye  settlei-s,  by 
themwlves  or  othei-s,  got  u|)on  ye  land,  and  had  yc  encounige- 
meiit  of  ye  Genenil  Assembly.""    A  new  committee  was  ap- 

/  ]v>inted  in  the  summer  c»f  1738,  which  acting  under  the  intttruc- 

1.    Taylor's  ilM.  (iroat  Uarrliigton,  17. 

X.  ibia,  iw. 

«.  (bid.iin. 

4.  New  York  Tand  Papnn.  (Mk.).  x,  4 ;  Taylnr'R  IlM.  nrcnt  naninRlon,!lU. 

X  Hov.  Hiiniet'M  letter,  IT-JU,  Iti  Mruia.  Arvhivon. 

0.  MiuwaoliuHolU  fl«n.  Court  HeunnlR. 

7.  Nuw  York  (VhiiicII  Miiititun  (Mh.),  xr.  IJ». 

H.  Tnylor'n  llltt.  Omat  ilarriiiirton,  'SI. 

9.  HerartlN  of  llnnwltiiihi  Pm|irlH4inr  (Mm.),  i :  Tnylor'n  Hint,  rirral  Uuninictuiu  M. 
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tioiiR  of  tliu  C4uMuml  Court,  ;;ivcn  apparently  in  utter  clisrepird 
of  the  Hj^reonient  winch  liad  been  made  with  New  York  in 
172»i,  proceeded  to  parcel  out  tl»e  lauds,  and  ctuifinn  the  title  to 
the  proprietors  in  sevemlty.'  "During  this  jwHofl  nothing  what- 
ever had  been  done  on  the  part  of  New  York,  in  i-efeix'nce_ 
to  the  estalilinhinent  of  the  boundary,  although  eonunittees  had  i 
been  ap])ointc<l  for  that  piupose  in  1730  and  again  in  1732,  by 
the  (-ieneiid  Coiu-t  of  MatisachuficttH.'' 

It  it)  probable  that  in  thuH  giving  a  tacit  if  not  an  o|»en  a|>* 
proval  to  the  proceedings  at  lloUKatonic,  the  niend>ei>»  of  the 
General  Court  pi-ewuned  not  only  upon  the  fact  that  the  Wewt- 
unhook  patentees  could  not,  or  would  not,  enforce  their  dainii*. 
but  that  the  New  York  Anrtenilfly  woiij  in  no  wise  anxious  to 
inciu'  the  expenne  of  settling  the  boundaries,  doubtless  for  the 
reason  that  any  territories  that  might  be  gained  fi-om  jNfassH- 
chusetts,  woul<l  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  crown  and  not  to 
that  of  themselves  or  their  constituents. 

In  17MU  (4overn<»r  Belcher  of  iS[assachusetts  wi*ote  to  Lieu-  j 
tenant  Governor  Clarke  of  New  York,  tiiat  he  had  for  nine 
years  been  urging  the  New  York  government  to  take  some  ac- 
tion in  respect  to  the  boundary, and  that  "if  after  so  many  Aj»- 
plications  fnoii  this  (Tovernment  to  that  of  New  York,  for  an 
Amicable  Adjustment  of  the  IJoundariefi  betwixt  them,  they 
will  not  be  persua<le<l  to  <lo  what  is  so  reammable,  and  to  piv-  , 
serve  J*eace  and  gt»od  Neighborhood;  your  people  nnist  lie  an- 
swerable, if  any  Inconveniences  issue  u]Xin  this  (-JovernmentV 
proceeding  to  settle  stich  T^nds  as  they  judge  they  have  a  just 
Right  to."'  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  connnunicHtion  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  Clarke  wrote  to  the  Ix^nls  of  Trade  asking  for  in- 
structions from  the  king,  and  suggesting  that  a  royal  orrler  Ik; 
obtaine<l  forbidding  any  further  surveys  and  suttlenient*  to  Ik;  ' 
made  upon  the  frontier  by  the  New  England  i)e(»ple.*  The 
L<»rdrt  1*0 plied  in  substance  that  Massachusetts  had  acted  ttH»  has- 
tily in  the  aft'air,  and  that  they  had  directed  the  governor  of 


1.  TH>ior'K  nlnt.  oreat  Hnrrinvton.  sM. 

v>.  HirorilM  Mhkm.  Ucii.  Court. 

».  Now  York  (Jon.  ABHem.  Jour..  7«. 

I.  New  York  Col.  HUit.  vl.  149. 
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f.Iwf  |UMvliifc  t«i  ari'Hiige  tlie  ctniti'ovciv.y  aiiiicalilv.  imrl  tliorc  the 
iiiHtter  ivistcd.* 

I  III  I7+0  tlic  Alai«<s}iclnisctts  (4ciienil  Court  ji^iiii  ap|K»lnted 
hMMiiiclarv  coimiiiKHioiieiv,  but  wliuii  its  action  was  laid  hy  the 
poveniur  of  New  Vork  l»c'fore  his  council,  tiait  htKJv  exprusised 
the  o|)iiiioii  1  tliat  "as  the  soil  of  this  province  helon^r^  to  liis 
MajeMty,  his  Honor  cannot  ^nint  any  power  to  the  coniniis- 
sitHier  of  this  province  to  inai\e  any  a^i-eenicnts  the  conmiis- 
sioiier  sliall  enter  into  c<»nchisive,  until  the  same  shall  tii*st  liave 
received  his  Majesty's  approhation."- 

J  From  tliis  time  no  otticial  action  seems  to  haveheeii  taken  for 
several  years  hy  either  jrovernment.  The  settling;  committee  at 
Iluusatoiiic  had  nevertheless  pnK-eeded  with  their  work,  and  in 
178H,  under  instnictioiiii  from  the  (TenemI  (N»urt,  laid  out  the 
Indian  township,  now  Stockhrldjfe."  Meanwhile  the  settlei> 
continued  to  improve  their  lands  undistnrhed  hy  the  Westeii- 
lnK»k  [>atentees. 

.  One  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  inhahitaiits  of  Shef- 
field was  David  In^xersoll;  a  man  of  ability  aiul  enterprise,  hut 
a^;iji"es.sive,  avaricious  and  mercenary  ;  «»ne  of  those  pei'sons  who 
manifest  hut  little  rc^anl  for  the  ri«xhts  of  otheiv,  so  loiijr  as 
they  tlieniselve>  can  contrive  to  keep  without  the  clutches  of 
the  law.  As  a  tmder  in  Sprinjrfield  and  IJrooktield,  Inyei-soll 
had  appai-ently  accumulated  some  pro[>erty  before  his  removal 
to  ShetMeld.  From  that  time  forward  he  was  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  settlement  as  a  most  peisisteiit  and  uiiscrujuilous 

I "  land-jfi-abher."  In  17JV.>,  under  a  fmudulent  title,  he  seized 
ujHiii  the  vHluablu  water-power  now  occupied  by  the  Herkshiru 
Wuoluu  (VMiipany  Ht  the  north  end  (»f  (4mvt  narHii^toii  village. 
which  had  licun  uxpi'UHHly  a'Morved  hy  theHcttliii^  coniniittue  iir> 

I  the  joint  pi-uixirty  of  the  two  townships  for  the  ^'Ueml  benefit 
of  the  towiiHineii,  whei-e  he  ei*ected  a  saw  and  grist-mill  and 
iroti-work(<.  He  obtHinud  for  hiniHelf  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
proprieton*  of  the  towiiHhip,  and  wan  eoinmissioned  a  juf>tice  of 
tliu  peace.     Tlieau  various  ciix;uiii8tancc8  alfoi'ded  IiigeitKidl  iiii- 


1.    Ittld,  vl.  1411. 

t.    Now  York  C<Hinoil  Minute*  (Mm.),  xtx.  07. 

«.    Fleld't  Uhit  Uerkthlra  CO.,  iMO. 
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Uf»\inl  K<MHK'  for  lii(*  OiKlionefit  |>rocHvltie»*,  himI  it  may  1k»  |»rc- 
RDMied  tluithe  «li«l  not  tall  to  inipi-ovf  liis  opiHM'tunitiiM.  for  \w 
tiiul  that  ill  1T45>  iu-  wan  I'joctod  fi*om  tin*  «'liTkslii|)  of  tlio  |m»- 
prietary,  «loiihtli'Sf*  for  oxct'lleiit  ivasuns,  and  was  tlu'n»aftfr 
('oiMiH'llo<l  to  si'ck  otliiM*  fii'iils  for  tlu'  I'Xi'iviH.'  of  liis  jKHMiliar 
al»iiitii*«.' 

8oiiK>tiiiu>  prior  to  174H,  Piiilip  Liviiij{stoii,*«ni  of  tlu»  orijri- 
nal  pniprit'tor  of  tlu'  Uviii^stoii  manor,  I'lvotrd  a  lilaxt  fnriMUv. 
foi'i^'  and  fonmlry  at  Ancnim  on  Um-iiti'  .laiimjiiV  kill."*  Tlu* 
oiv  for  8Ui)plyin;^  tlio  worki*  wan  olitaiiu'i)  partly  fnmi  wliat  is 
now  known  as  tlio  "old  lird"  at  Salislmry,  (!oniK'ctic«t,  and 
partly  at  otlior  ]M»ints  alonj;  tlie  westorn  l»ase  of  the  Taconic 
mountain  farther  north,  in  which  rojtiiMi  a  scatteit'd  fnmticr  «»t- 
tlomeiit  of  oiv-di^;^MV,  charcoal-lniriu'iv  and  farmeiv  s4m»ii  lK'g:iii 
to  »<row  up.  Some  few  «»f  these  straj(<;liii^  pitnieei's  had  found 
their  way  into  the  most  remote  ami  seelude*!  jwirtsof  the  muiior, 
at  least  two  or  three  families  havin*;  estahlished  thcmstdves  in 
the  elevated  valley  between  the  eastern  and  western  ridjres  of 
the  Taconic  ninj^e,  now  fornniij;  the  centnil  pfjrtion  of  tlie  town 
of  Mount  Washington.  This  territory,  altliougli  emlu-aecd 
within  the  original  chartered  limits  (»f  the  manor,  had  never 
Ikjou  alienate<l  hy  its  ahoriginal  ownei*s,^  hut  the  settlers  who 

1.    Taylor'K  Hist.  Oreut  Barrlngtoii,  V£t.  1*J. 

'i.  l'lilll|)  LIvlnpjtoii.  8«'Con(l  proprietor  of  the  manor,  eldest  son  of  Robert  I.,  and  Alida 
SttlniyKir.  widow  ui  Kuv.  N.  Van  liensselaer.  wasb.  at  Albany,  lUHO.  In  17UV  he  accom- 
panied Ills  uncle  (  ol.  Vetch  to  Quebec,  on  u  mlxslon  from  the  govt,  of  Masn.  Hay  to  |>r«»- 
cure  an  exobuDKe  of  priaonors.  Served  la  the  Port  Koyal  expedition  in  1710:  ap|Miinte«l 
a  tiommlHHionor  of  Indian  affairs  at  Albany,  1720;  became  a  member  of  the  conn<Til  in 
17i'>:  WOK  commls,sloner  from  New  York  to  meet  with  other  commlssionen*  to  concert 
ni«ani«  for  canTlntr  on  the  war  and  Kccurinx  alliance  of  the  Indiana,  174C,  1747.  He  con- 
tiinied  in  publ(c  life  until  his  death  in  New  York  in  17-40.  lie  m.  Catherine,  daughter  \4 
Plilllp  Van  KruKh,  mayor  of  Albany,  and  had  2  sons  and  3  daughters.— (Holj^te's  Am. 
(ienealogy,)  In  a  rejH)rt  on  the  History  of  Iron  manufacture  In  the  V.  s.,  d".  S.  <  VnxH)* 
Hep,,  im  Art,  Iron  and  stool,  p.  IM.)  It  Im  stated  that  the  Anerem  works  were  set  up  by 
I'lilllp  l<..  *  H  i^litnar  of  the  Deulariitlon  of  Indii|M*ndHnoe,"  an  error  arixinu  from  tlie  hIui- 
llnrlly  of  numi<M.  I'lilllp  iippciiri  tii  hnvtt  imt-ii  a  men  of  Aolioraoti'r  viry  ^linlliir  lulliul 
uf  liix  fiitliiM'.  lit*  wcMiipn;;n,'iitly  iinpllciitiHl  III  ocrtiitri  frtiii(lult>nt  PunihiiMx  of  luiult^ 
from  the  Moliawks  nour  Caimjuliaiiu,  und  which  was  the  iM)urcfl  of  muoli  i«iitH>4<<|Me)M 
truublu.— (Stone's  l.lfo  and  Times  of  sir  William  .lolinson,  11,  I7U-)H|.)  on  the  death  of 
I'lilllp,  the  portion  of  the  manor  eaxt  of  the  Albany  post  rood  deMoended  to  hb«  wm 
i(obei-t. 

H.    Doo.  Hist.  Now  York,  III,  707. 

4.  It  has  been  asserted  by  several  writers  that  the  Stockbiidge  Indians  In  many  In- 
stances sold  lands  twice  over  to  Interested  parlies,  in  utter  disregard  of  former  sales,  an 
for  exanipl**  In  Stone's  Ufa  and  Times  of  sir  William  .Johnson,  11,  W:  but  no  evl<leiMv 
whatever  In  bro\ight  forward  to  sustain  this  charge,  while  on  the  other  hand  thi>r«*  fat 
much  to  disprove  It.  Col.  Oeortfe  Croglian,  Deputy  8upt.  of  Indbtn  affalrw  under  il»e 
crown,  in  an  otticlal  communicutlon  to  the  Lords  of  'lYade,  says:  "  It  mav  bethought  ami 
said  by  some,  that  the  Indians  are  a  falthlcHS  and  luigrateful  set  of  KarDarlans,  ami  will 
not  stand  to  any  agreements  they  make  with  w* ;  but  it  Is  well  known  that  tlwy  never 
ululmeil  any  right  to  a  Tract  of  country,  after  they  nold  it  with  the  connent  trf  tlmlr 
Council,  and  received  any  conslderutlon,  tho' nsver  so  trlHIng."— U'oJ.  Hist.  N.  Y..  vU. 
(KM.)  Tills  view  of  Indian  churaeter  Is  conrlstont  with  the  opinion  liehi  by  all  wh)>  wvr« 
ramlllar  with  them,  and  luul  no  Interest  In  niisrepretwntlnKllH*  fautn. 
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wen^.liKuitetl  upon  it  were  none  the  less  claimed  by  Tlohei't  Liv- 
in<;sTon  to  Ikj  tenants,  and  were  re(|uired  to  j)ay  liini  an  annual 
rentid  for  the  occupancy  of  their  farms. 

In  a  lovely  little  valley  lyin«^  in  a  secluded  nook  of  the 
mountains,  two  miles  east  of  the  present  village  of  Ifillsdale. 
there  dwelt  as  early  as  174<>,  a  somewhat  numerous  fannly  by 
the  name  of  Van  Guilder,  the  various  membei's  of  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  docunients  of  the  time  as  "  Stockbrid<re  In- 
dians," but  it  is  most  likely  that  they  were  the  otfsprinj;  of  u 
Dutch  father  and  an  Indian  mother.'  Other  individuals  of  the 
jj^me  family,  and  in  fact  the  tiint  of  them  who  ap])ears  in  his- 
tory, John  Van  Guilder,  lived  two  or  three  miles  eastward  <»n 
the  other  side  of  the  niountiun  in  the  locality  still  known  as 
Guilder  Hollow.*  The  Van  Guilde!>.  appear  to  have  been  some- 
what of  the  vagid>ond  order,  half  farmers,  half  fishermen  and 
huntci*s,  and  on  their  occasional  visits  to  the  settlements  were 
apt  to  fall  into  temptation,  and  to  consume  more  rum  than  was 
»^ood  for  them,  whereby  it  happened  that  they  not  infre<piently 
fell  under  the  purview  of  the  local  ma<j:istrates.  It  was  perhaps 
by  some  sucli  means  a«  this  that  Esipiire  Ingersoll  discovered 
that  the  Mahican  ancestore  of  the  Van  Guilders  had  in  fact 
never  parteil  with  their  title  to  the  lands  on  Tacom'c  mountain 
and  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  manor  of  Livingston,  and 
that  there  was  alst>  extensive  tracts  claimed  by  John  \''an  llens- 
selaer,  comprised  mostly  within  the  present  towns  of  Hillsdale. 
Austerlitz  and  Canaan,  the  Indian  title  to  which  had  never  Ikjcu 
legidly  extinguished.  He  further  ascertained  that  the  Indians 
cherished  a  deep-seated  resentment  against  the  descendants  and 
successoiv  of  the  patentees  who  had  defiiiuded  them  of  these 
lands,  a  feeling  which  might  easily  be  made  an  occasion  for 
open  hostility. 

Here  was  an  opportunity  for  a  land  sjxiculation  on  a  grand 
scjde  for  those  times,  and  the  ex-clerk  of  the  Housatonic  j)ro- 
prictary  apjMiars  to  liave  lost  no  time  in  setting  the  recpiisite 

1.  Map  of  Portion  of  IJvlngston  Manor  (Mm.),  Uiidgon  Aroliivex.  Kliclit  of  UiIm  family 
are  niuucti  anione  the  KrHnt««»  in  tlio  deed  of  Mar.  ^.  ITTiT,  (HiirlnKfield  lifnunlx,  I.  Il,> 
wiilf-li  Included  tiiia  tract. 

&  OiilMer  Uollow'  b«  in  tlw  MMitliwraipm  ipart  of  Ein^nimit  ami  Im  h  mere  hamlet  in- 
iliatiUedl  hy  a  few  farmers. 
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nnx^liiiiorv  in  motion  to  enable  him  to  ;ijratify  Ins  nilin<;  jmis- 
sion  ;  tliJitof  seizing;  the  possessions  and  improvements  of  otheiv 
nnder  a  eoloralile  leijal  title.  Accord in«;lv  we  find  stn»n«^  evi- 
dence, tendin«;to  sliow  that  a  cond)ination — sncli  as  the  niiHlern 
school  of  ])oliticians  wonid  call  a 'Nleal" — was  formed  alnnit  i 
the  year  17.')1,  which  included  a  nnnd»er«»f  jiroininent  citizens  of 
western  MaKsuchnsetts,  the  object  of  which  was  t(»  pnK'Uiv  deeds 
of  these  lands  for  a  small  compensition,  fnnn  the  \\^^fi\\  ivpre- 
ficntativesof  the  ahori^inal  owners,  canst?  the  sin ne  tol»e  jjnintetl 
in  townships  hy  the  (Tenend  Conrt,  to  themselves  and  their  ass4i- 
eiates,  and  then  to  colonize  them  with  New  England  settlers. 
un<l  extend  over  them  the  jurisdiction  of  N[ass;ichnsetts  Jfciy. 
Theiv  is  suttii'ient  evidence  to  estahlish  the  fact  that  this  <'«»ni- 
hination  was  pretty  well  repivsented  among  the  honomhle  nieni- 
hei*s  of  the  (ienend  ('ourt.  It  is  not  altogether  gmtifying  to 
itH'ord  the  fact  that  leading  citizens  of  Hampshire  county,  such 
as  ('olonel  Olive!*  Partridge,  Urigiidier  Genend  Joseph  Dwight, 
and  Vm\.  John  Ashley,  if  n(»t  actively  concerned  with  Ingerndl 
in  the  ))rosecution  of  this  nnjustitiuhle  and  illegid  scheme,  at 
least  di«l  not  scru])le  to  lend  to  it  every  assistance  which  their 
official  positions  in  the  provincial  government  und  their  liigh 
standing  in  the  community,  enabled  them  to  do. 

The  tii>t  step  in  the  c<»nsj)ii'acy  was  to  employ  eniiss;ines  to 
incite  disaffection  among  the  inl.-dMtants  in  the  eastern  portions 
of  tlie  Livingston  ami  Uensselaer  nmnoiv.'  Tliis  m'uk  easily  ac- 
complished. These  i)eople  already  chafed  imder  the  exactions 
of  their  landlonls  and  the  continual  taunts  of  the'r  eastern 
neighboi'8,  who,  ludding  their  lands  in  fee  under  *l'.>  "  ]]oston 
govermnent"  ivgarded  them  with  unc<»nceale<l  contempt  lis 
little  better  than  slaves  and  vassals  of  the  huils  of  the  nianors. 
Thenc  bordeiXM's,  for  the  most  pait  rude,  ignorant  and  iuwlesn, 
yet  by  )n>  means  lacking  in  ]>erHo]Ui]  inde]K'ndencc  unde«inrHge, 
weiv  allured  by  j)romises  that  in  ease  they  woidd  join  in  the 
pro]>osed  movement  to  estublish  the  authority  of  Ma88uchutictt8 
«»ver  the  disputed  territory,  they  need  pay  no  niotvrent  to  their 
feudal  landlords,  but  that  the  abt<olute  titles  to  the  farms  which 
they  severally  (H>cupied   would  l>c  eontirmeU  to  tliein  on    tiie 

1.    l>nr.  niNl.  New  York,  III.  TTI. 
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pavment  once  for  all  of  a  noniiii)n1  sum  t<»  tlic  proprietary.'  In- 
j^'(rs4>II  claiinec)  tliat  lie  was  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
(T(»vernnient  of  MiissachuRettB  Bay,  to  which  he  assured  theten- 
untd  the  lands  in  (juestion  helou^ed.'-'  lie  ur^ed  thcni  to  i-esist 
the  collection  of  rents  hy  their  landlords,  a  course  which  some 
of  the  bolder  spirits  among  them  at  once  undertook  t<»  follow, 
among  otheiv  Josiah  I^>oniis  and  (George  liohinson,  recent  em- 
igrants from  Connecticut,  and  jVricluiel  Ilallenheck,  a  tenant  of 
thiity  ycai-s  standing." 

Koljcrt  Livingston,  Jr.,  who  upon  the  death  of  his  father 
Philij)  in  1741>,  had  succeeded  him  as  h»rd  (»f  the  nuin<»r,  al- 
though api)arentiy  not  of  an  especially  aggressive  disposition. 
will*  nevertheless  possessed  of  sutticient  firmness  and  determina- 
ti<»n  to  ivnder  him  disjiosed  t«i  maintain  his  rights  to  the  fullest 
extent.  ITnder  the  advice  of  his  attorneys  he  commenced  ])ro- 
ceedings  in  ejectment  against  IIalleid»eck  and  I^u»mis,  who  «»«- 
cupied  neighboring  farms  in  the  elevated  valley  on  Taconic 
mountain.^ 

Not  long  after  this  action  had  been  taken  Livingston  received 
a  letter  to  the  following  effect: — 

"March  24,  1752. 

"Sir: — In  consequence  of  an  order  of  a  Committee  c»f  the 
General  Court  of  the  Province  of  Massiichusetts  Day  \k>  lay  out 
E<piivalentj«  in  the  Province  land,  I  have  begun  on  the  East 
side  of  Tiu'kinick  Barrick,'*  and  laid  out  a  large  Farm  which 
encompasses  the  Dwellings  of  Michael  Uallenbeeck  and  Josiah 
I^Mimis,  and  you  may  depend  on  it  the  Province  will  ajsisert 
their  rights  to  said  land.  I  have  heard  y<»u  have  sued  the  one 
and  threatened  the  other,  which  possibly  may  not  tuni  out  to 
your  advantage.  I  should  have  gladly  seen  you  and  talked  of 
the  affair  with  calmness  and  in  a  friendly  manner,  M'liich  I  liopt? 

f.    Uoo.  Illxt.  New  York.  ill.  7^n;  Ibid.  HOT. 

•i.    ibid,  ill,  740. 

li.    Ibid,  111.  72«,  P». 

4.  Recent  Investigatioiif*  by  H.  P.  Keith,  ('.  E.,  of  Great  narrincrton,  have  Identified 
the  clearing  nocupied  by  •Tosiali  Loomifl  at  thin  time,  witli  tlie  farm  now  or  recently 
owned  by  .lolin  Ilu«(he8  of  Mount  Wattliioeton.  Uallenbeck's  Itioatlon  wan  not  improba- 
bly adjacent  to  tliat  of  U>omiH  on  the  80utli. 

r».  "Tafonlo  Harraok '"  uopean*  to  havo  been  a  h>cal  name  for  the  elevation  now 
••ailed  Cedar  mountain,  and  wax  probably  givi-n  by  reason  of  its  pyranildlcul  outline 
wlien  viewed  from  some  partM  of  the  lliidiioii  valley,  havluK  a  fancied  reNOuihlance  to 
tlie  *' barracks"  for  storhiK  liay  and  Kraln.  mu<-h  used  by  the  Dnt^ih  Hettlent,  and  by 
their  dewHindanlH  to  this  day,  oonslnthiK  of  s  movable  nwif  of  thatch,  titled  to  slide  up 
and  down  on  four  stout  poMts. 
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to  hftve  an  opportunitv  to  do.     In  the  nieantiiiif,  I  am,  Sir, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

Oi/k    J*AKTKimiK.' 

It  Ik  KCHJ'eely  necenKury  to  eniar^xe  upon  the  utterly  illepii  anil  t 
indefensiJjle  eliamcter  of  this  proceeding;,  even  thoujxh  rarried 
out,  as  it  was,  under  the  apparent  sanction  of  theGenend  Court. 
The  inendiers  from  Ilampsliii-e  county  ha«i,  it  ap|>eaiv,  made 
representations  to  that  body  to  the  etfect  that  i/KMnis  and  Ilal- 
lenheck,  having  unwittinjjly  encroache<l  uikmi  certain  ungr.mted 
puhhc  IhihIs  to  the  westwai-d  of  Sheffield,  <lesii-ed  that  the  pn»v- 
ince  would  sell  them  the  lands  which  they  •►ccupied,'-' aciMunmn 
mode  of  procediu'e  in  such  cases,  and  therefoiv  not  calculateil 
to  attract  particular  attention,  in  the  present  instance. 

A  connnittee,  of  which  CoK»nel  Partridge  whs  chairman,  wa.- 
accordingly  appointed  hy  the  (Tcneral  C'om-t  to  lay  out  the 
lands.  Theiv  can  he  no  (h»ul»t  that  Partridge  and  his  fellow- 
delegates  from  Hampshire  county  miist  have  Ijcen  |K'rfectly 
well  aware  that  these  lands  had  i*emained  in  peaceable  an<l  un- 
interrupted possession  of  the  Livingston  family,  under  a  grant  . 
from  the  province  oi  New  York,  for  nearly  7<»  years.  In  fact 
the  testinuniy  subsequently  taken  by  this  cnnmiittee  showed 
that  the  farm  at  that  time  «K'cupied  by  Michael  IlallenlK-ck  had 
been  cleared  ami  actually  occupied  since  ini»2.  and  that  of  Wil- 
liam Ilace  since  1727.  The  evidence  of  the  affidavits  in  the 
controveixy  establishes  the  fact  that  the  earliest  |>ennanent  st.'t- 
tlements  in  the  present  C(»unty  of  Herkshiiv  weiv  made  on  Ta- 
conic  nu»untain  at  least  thirty  years  l>efore  the  advent  of  the 
Westfield  emigmnts,  who  have  hitherto  la'en  sup|K»se<l  t«»  Ik? 
the  pioneer  settleif*  of  the  i-egiou.'* 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  defects  in  Livingston's  title,  it 
was  clearly  a  matter  over  which  the  Massachusetts  g<»vernment 
had  m»  rightful  jurisdiction.  It  could  not  at  this  time  set  up  a 
color  oi  title  even  under  an  Indian  <leed,  for  the  reconls  show 
that  the  conveyance  from  the  Stm;kbri«lge  Indians  which  in- 
cluded Taconic  mountain  and  the  lands  to  the  westwani  was  nut 
made  imtil  live  years  afterwaitl.^    By  the  skilful  use  uf  cx-jMirtf 

^  1.  Ibid,  iTl.  7J».  .    .„ 

si.  New  York  ArtlilvuN.  iMh.).  IxxtIII,  inm  :  Doo.  llfatt.  New  York.  HI.  m. 

8.  MaMwohusetts  Aruhlves,  (Mil.),  xlvl,  W7. 

4.  Hpringtleld  Kvoorda,  (Mh.).  1. 11- 
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rcpreHciitatioiis,  tlii*  cMnispirjittH-H  Imd  iiuvcrtliclcKK  sjurucrlGd  in 
clotliiiifT  fheiiiKC'lvcrt  witli  the  imtliority  of  tlie  (tcjiunil  Court, 
wliicli  wan  all  tliuv  tiet'dud  to  cam*  out  tlicir  Holii-nit'is.  As  we 
have  seen,  the  chainuan  «>f  the  ('oniiuittee  did  not  even  iiave 
tlie  onlinary  eourtesv  to  notify  liivinjrston  of  its  proposed  ae- 
tion,  hut  winit  on  and  hiid  out  tlie  lands  during  tlie  winter  of 
1751-2,  taking  partieular  eare  not  to  inform  liini  what  liad  heen 
done  until  ahout  the  time  of  the  a<ljournment  of  the  (-leJieral 
Court,  douhtlesis  in  order  that  all  discussion  upon  his  action 
nii^ht  he  deferi-ed  until  the  followinj;  vear. 

The  somewhat  offensive  tone  of  Colonel  PartridfjeV  c<»mmu- 
nication  pi*ohahly  did  not  tend  to  diminish  the  feeling  of  re- 
sentment with  which  the  lord  of  the  manor  repirded  this  hold 
intrusion  u|K>n  hi«  property  and  privileges.  He  innnediatelv 
addivj^sed  a  connnunication  t(»  the  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  Vork  ivheaiving  hin  grlevanceM  at  great  length,  hogging 
that  otiicial  to  onler  the  ai>prehension  and  committal  of  such 
|K'rsons  as  should  disturh  him  in  his  possessions  mxler  color  of 
authority  fmni  Massjichusetts  Hay,  and  re<piestijig  that  "all  fur- 
ther proceedings  might  l»e  stayed  in  the  premises  until  the  true 
division  line  he  settled  hetween  the  two  colonies.''' 

The  Wentenhook  patentees,  after  having  remained  «pnet  ft»r 
a  ipmrterof  a  century,  als(jhegan  to  show  i-enewed  signs  of  life. 
They  sent  in  a  j>etition  of  like  import,  in  which  they  referred 
to  the  iK'i"emptory  orders  issued  hy  hoth  g(»vernments  in  17li<». 
prohihiting  further  settlements  in  the  disputed  territory  until 
the  division  line  should  he  estahlished,  and  set  forth  that  while 
they  themselveB  had  com})licd  with  the  injunction,  "the  inhah- 
itantH  of  Massachusetts  liay  not  long  afterwards  had  settled  in 
givjit  nunilKJi'H  at  Weftenhook.'"  and  had  since  continued  in 
)M>s8et«Kiou  M'ithout  disturhance  from  the  patentees.  In  conclu- 
»ion  the  iHititioneix  requested  that  measuivs  he  taken  for  their 
relief  and  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  conti'ovei'KV.* 

TlieiiC  iHjtitionn,  together  with  i*eiH)rtn  thei*eupon  fi\)ni  tlie 
attorney-geiieml  and  surveyur-geneml  of  the  pi*ovincc,  wea*  in 
due  time  referred  to  the  governor  and  council,  and  on  MaR'h  2, 


I.    New  York  Arcblres,  (Ma.).  Ixxvii,  M, « ;  Doc.  Hist.  New  York.  Hi,  IK. 
i.   Mew  York  AroMres,  (Mb.),  butTtl.  46, 47. 
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1753,  Jaine«  De  Lincev  i*c])ortc<l  in  Uelialf  of  a  coniinittiM? 
of  tlic  council,  Kcttinif  fortli  in  dottiil  \\w  cliiinis  of  New 
York  to  the  territory  (►cciipicd  l»y  ISrHssiicliiisetts  west  of 
Connecticut  river,  Ixtth  under  the  Dutcli  title  of  <h*i»c<»very  and 
occupatioju  and  under  the  royal  «;mnt  to  the  Duke  of  York  in 
107J,  and  contending;  that  whatever  oriifinal  title  MaK«iehu(*ett«» 
nn'irht  have  had  to  the  territory  to  dispute  under  the  patents  of 
•fanief*  in  Iflnrt  and  102<>  had  heconie  void  hy  the  rev<K'ation  of 
her  colonial  charter  in  10S4.  The  rej)ort  <'oncludes  as  follows: 
— "The  connnittee  are  of  opinion,  the  attempts  of  the  inlmhi- 
tants  of  Massachusetts  P»ay  to  make  encroachments  u]>un  any 
lands  jfnuite^l  hy  Ix;ttei>»  Patent  under  the  Gi-eat  Seal  of  New 
York,  or  upon  any  lands  within  the  Jurisdiction  (»f  this  Prov- 
ince, ai"e  di8i'esj)ectful  to  his  Majesty's  Authonty,  tend  to  the 
Disturhanco  of  his  Suhjects  of  this  Province,  an<l  may  l>o  the 
Cause  (»f  great  Mischiefs  and  Disorders.  That  the  steps  taken 
hy  the  wiid  Inhahitants,  even  were  the  liounds  d<»uhtful  and 
unscttle<l,  are  intrusions  and  disrespectful  to  his  IMajesty's  Au- 
thority."' A  copy  of  Livingston's  petition  and  of  the  alK>ve  re- 
port  was  forwanied  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Phip  of  M:isRa- 
chusetts. 

In  the  meantime  David  Ingci*soll  and  In's  associates  had  not 
been  idle.  Under  date  of  Novend)er  22,  1752,  a  jwtition  M-as 
forwarded  to  the  General  Comt  of  Massachusetts  ei;fned  l>y 
William  Bull  and  57  others,  most  of  whom  i-esided  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  the  Livinjjston  manor,  for  a  ji^nt  of 
land  described  as  follows:  "Beo^inninjjj  at  the  Top  of  the  first 
j^reat  Mountain  west  of  Sheffield  nnming  northwesterly  M'itli 
the  General  Coui-se  of  the  Mountain  about  nine  or  ten  Miles, 
and  thence  tuniing  and  nmning  West  about  six  Miles,  thenct» 
running  southerly  to  the  North  line  of  Connecticnt,  out,  thciiee 
running  Easterly  to  the  fii-st  mentioned  IJoundaiT."^  In  re- 
sponse to  this  petition,  on  Detrendier  3(>,  1752,  a  connnittci?  of 
thi*oc,  of  whicli  General  Joscjdi  Dwight  was  cliainnan,  was  a|>- 
pointed  to  visit  the  lands  jietitioned  for,  make  a  valuation  of 
the  improvements  and  report  all  the  particulars  in  relation  to 

I.    New  York  Council  Minutcx  (Ms.),  xxill, !» :  Doc  Hint.  New  York.  111.  731 
1    MaHsachuflelti  ArchlriHi  (Ms.),  ozvt,  33. 
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the  (HHKlltlon  of  the  oxistiiifif  sottlcincntfl.     At  tlio  request  of 
(Tcnonil  D\vl«<1it,  Robert  Liviugstoinnot  the  conmiittocnt  ii|)i>cr 

1  Sheftiolil  on  tlic  8tli  of  May,  1753,  and  was  sliownacopy  <»f  tin? 
8cttlerV  ])ctiti<»n.  lie  at  once  told  the  committco  tliat  lie  liiui- 
self  claimed  mopt  of  the  IuiuIk  petitioned  for,  and  dcnircd  tlieni 
not  to  valnc  or  difiw^c  of  them.  ITp<|n  stating  Xo  the  commit- 
tee, in  anpwcr  to  a  (piestion,  that  he  claimed  nnder  the  •govern- 
ment of  New  Ycu'k,  he  M'as  asked  what  ri<;ht  that  ))rovince  had 
to  the  lan<l8  in  question.  Livingston  replied  hy  reading  the  re- 
|H»rt  of  the  connnittcc  ((f  the  council,  already  referred  to.  Tiio 
next  day  the  parties  repaired  to  the  vicinity  of  the  disjMited  tcr- 
ntory.  Livingston  pointed  out  the  boundaries  of  his  estate  and 
invited  the  mcmbci*8  of  the  committee  to  accompany  him  to  his 
manor-house  on  Hudson's  river  and  inspect  his  title-deeds,  Mhicli 
invitation,  liowever,  they  did  not,  as  it  appeal's,  think  pr«»per  to 
accept.' 

Some  inkling  of  the  diameter  of  the  methods -which  had  been 
cmjdoycd  by  Ingersoll  in  securing  names  to  this  i)ctition  may 
Ik;  infen-cd  from  the  replies  made  by  the  tenants  to  their  land- 
loixl,  whcjj  asked  by  him  what  had  induced  them  to  sign  the 
d<K'ument.  Some  of  them  rcplied,  no  dmibt  truthfully,  that 
they  had  not  signed  it,  and  could  not  undci'stAnd  why  their 
names  weix)  subscribed  to  it,  inasmuch  as  they  had  never  peti- 
tioned, as  they  undei'stood  it,  for  any  of  Livingston's  lands,  but 
for  lands  lying  eastward  of  his  east  b(nnids.* 

Ul>on  the  arrival  of  the  committee  accompanied  by  Living- 
ston at  Taconic  mountain,  a  great  number  of  the  settlers  were 
found  assembled.      The  committee  addressed  them,   advising 

;  them  to  remain  quiet  until  the  division  line  was  settled,  and 
such  of  them  as  Avere  tenants  to  pay  their  rents  honestly  to  their 
landlords.  Livingston,  after  entering  into  a  mutual  agreement 
M'it.li  the  committco  that  all  further  proceedings  should  be  stayed 
))cndingthc  settlement  of  the  lino,  returned  to  his  manor-house. 
The  mcnilxsnn  of  the  committee,  althtnigh  thoy  may  have  kept 
the  letter  of  the  agixjomont,  coitainly  violated  ita  spirit,  for 

'  Mntliin  ton  dayn  aftonvardii,  a  Burvoying  party  fiHMn  tiheilleld, 

1.    Doc.  IIIM.  New  York,  III,  r«M9. 
%.    IbM.  HI.  74A. 
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actiiij;  tindor  tlicir  iiiMtnictiuns,  eoiiniiciicud  tu  luy  out  tlio  \r\wX 
<lt'KC'i'il)C(l  ill  l^ill'ti  [K'titioii,  and  to  cut  a  tit'c-fuuco  iiround  it  l»y 
wjiy  of  takiii;^  funnni  i)OHisei*«iiou  of  the  pitMiiiKcn.' 

yiiortly  heforo  the  vi«it  uf  the  couiuiittee,  it  apix^iirt)  that  a 
New  Ku^hiiui  man  named  (Tcur^e  ito1>inK>n,  a  tenant  on  the 
mountain  and  one  uf  tlie  HJgnci's  of  the  ])etition,  had  Ih-xmi  »r- 
i*e«ted  and  imi)ri8oned  on  a  eliar^  of  tref^pass  at  the  nuitof  Liv- 
in^tun,  by  M'hose  ordei's  liis  house  wa.s  also  hurne<l  to  tlie 
ground.-  The  GenenU  Court,  uj)on  lciirnin<r  of  tliis,  tjnleixnl 
(leneiiil  Dwij^lit  to  hail  and  defend  lloi)in8on,  a  lu-ocedurc 
whlcii  Livin«^ton  empliatically  protested  against,  as  "an  aiding 
and  ahetting  of  the  sjiid  Ti*espass  and  Encouragement  to  future 
Tivspasses  of  the  like  kind.'''  On  May  3 1st,  Livingston  ad- 
dressed another  urgent  petition  to  Governor  Clinton,  ivcount- 
ing  these  proceedings  and  pniying  for  relief.  This  was  in  due 
(Muu'se  I'eferi'cd  to  the  Massachusetts  government,  which  replie<l 
l)y  a  resolution  asserting  the  rights  of  their  province  to  Ik; 
founded  upon  gnuits  "as  ancient  as  the  year  162o,"  and  express- 
ing tile  oinnion  *'that  thercfoi*e  it  can  hyno  means  I>e  advistdiie 
for  this  Government  now  to  suspend  the  Exei*eiso  of  their  Ju- 
risdiction, hut  on  the  contrary  it  behooves  them  to  go  iui  in  set- 
fling  the  I^uxls  and  ixigulating  and  governing  the  Inhahitants 
according  to  the  right  given  them  hy  Charter."*  Ui»on  i-eceipt 
of  a  copy  of  this  i-esolution  the  New  York  Assembly  passe<l  an 
act  ajipoiuting  six  connnissionei's  to  investigate  the  affair,  and 
to  endeavor  to  procure  u  settlement  of  the  boundaries  with  tiie 
neighboring  coKiuics,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  home  guv- 
ermnent."* 

In  July  1758,  the  disturbances  1)egnn  to  assume  a  serious  as- 
pect. It  seems  that  Josiidi  Ix>omis,  although  warned  off  t>y 
Livingston  two  yeai*s  beforc,  as  already  mentioned,  had  received 
verbal  permission  from  him  to  niise  one  more  summer  en>p. 
Not  content  with  this,  I/jomis  afterward  comniuneed  ]>rei)aru- 
tions  for  putting  in  still  another  crop,  whereiqion  Livingston 
sent  him  notice  that  if  ho  sowed  that  crop  **liu  uiight  de|K>mi 

4.    DiM.  III.  r-M. 

n.   11)1(1.  Ill,  rm. 

\.    Nuw  York  Arvlilvos  (Mn.),  Ixxvll,  no. 

9.    Nuw  York  Uwa  (Vmi  SoiuMok),  Sll. 
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upon  it  lie  mIkhiUI  nut  reap  it."     Looiiiis  nuvertlielt'ss  pof^isted, 

i  and  jT'ivu  out  that  "Maswicliusetts  JJay  would  defend  liini." 
The  landloi'd  was  as  |xo(»d  as  his  word.  Early  in  Juno  hu  ap- 
ixijuvd  at  the  head  of  a  hody  of  sixty  armed  retainei's,  who 
gathci-ed  LooniisV  crops  and  carried  them  away.'  One  act 
•pdekly  led  to  another.  Within  h  few  days  a  shurilf  and  posso 
from  Jlainpshii-e  county,  under  a  warrant  issued  l>y  «»ne  of  the 
Shertield  majfistrates,  prohably  In^ersoll  himself,  captured  and 
Imprisoned  two  of  Livingston's  men,  Ilohcrt  Van  Deusen  and 
his  son  John,  on  a  charjje  of  tresjiass  preferi-ed  hy  Loomis.'-  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  of  New  York  at  once  issued  a  proclamation  for 

/  tlio  arrest  of  Tioomis  and  the  t)ther  persons  concerned  in  the 
capture  of  the  Van  Deusens,  or  of  any  pei'son  entering  upon  or 
tryin«^  to  tjike  possession  of  lands  j^mnted  under  the  seal  of  the 

I  prevince,  under  pretence  of  authority  from  AEiissachnsetts  J>ay..j 
lie  also  wrote  to  Lieutenant  Governor  J*hips  of  Massachusetts, 
statin*;  that  he  himself  had  no  authority  to  settle  the  houndiiry, 
lu'jjin;;  that  the  a^jjressi  ve  i)roceedin<irs  of  the  i\[as.sachusetts  set- 
tlers mi«^ht  he  suspended,  and  enclosing;  a  ci»py  of  the  j)rocla- 
ination.^  Governor  Shirley,  who  had  succeeded  l*hii)s,  rej)lied 
that  he  would  refer  the  matter  to  the  Genemi  Ct»urt.  This 
ImkIv  re'jxtrtcd  on  Septend»er  1 1th,  })rofessin^  a  "  sincere  desire 
for  i>eace  and  {^ood  order,"  hut  setting  forth  that  they  had  pro- 

I  posed  to  a}>point  commissioners  for  settling  the  line,  in  which 
New  Vork  declined  to  join ;  that  they  had  sent  a  committee  to 
view  the  premises  and  that  it  had  heen  mutually  agreed  on  the 
s|»ot  between  Mr.  Livingston  and  the  committee  that  all  j)ro- 
ceedings  shmdd  he  stopped,  hut  that  nevertheless  Livingston 
"in  a  very  hostile  and  riotous  manner  had  entered  upon  part«»f 
said  lands  in  i)ossession  of  Josiah  Loomis,"  cut  down  his  wheat, 
and  nnich  more  to  the  same  effect.'"' 

In  the  meantime  Michael  Ilallenbeck,  one  of  the  jwsse  who 
had  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  Van  Deusens,  was  arrested 
under  the  New  York  governor's  proclamation,  and  conunitted 
to  Dutchess  county  jail,  from  which  he  however  booh  effected 

1.    Doc.  Uist.  New  York,  Hi,  755,  7M. 

a.  ihw,  m.  7fli. 

«.  Ihkl,  Hi,  751. 
4.  lhM,ill.  740. 
0.    New  York  Arablvet  (Ma.),  IzxvtU.  157 ;  Doo.  Uiot  Now  York,  ill,  TM. 
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liis  e^capo,  and  in  ciniipany  with  his  disdlccti'd  iiei^hlH>r,  fri>sia1i 
Looiiiin,  t<ini<;lit  tliu  coiiiisul  and  protection  of  Escpiirc  Inj^'iNolI. 
who  it  appujU'H  took  thoni  hoth  witli  him  to  l>oston.  In  the 
latter  part  of  January,  1754,  llalienhuek  and  l^ooniin  rcappcaix'd 
on  Taconic  moinitain,  and  exulting) v  informed  the  ^ettleiv  that 
thu  (lunural  C(»urt  at  liuKton  had  given  them  each  {;lo  in  ivini- 
hnrt«ement  of  their  ex])enneH,  and  that  a  committee  wo»d<l  he 
went  in  March  to  lay  out  a  township.' 

This  was  not  <lone  however,  so  far  as  the  ivcords  show,  initil 
the  succeeding  year,  and  in  the  meantime  mattei"8  on  tJie  lK)nler 
remained  eomi>arati>eIy  (piiet.  The  only  event  of  importance 
was  a  rei)ort  presented  hy  a  connnittee  of  the  Genentl  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  ^'ew  Viirk  au- 
thorities, in  which  for  ihe  first  time,  tlie  grounds  of  tlie  claim 
of  Massachusetts  to  tlie  di^puted  territories  weiv  distinctly  for- 
inidated.  IJrietly  stated,  it  was  tlult  the  charter  of  l«l*J<»gr.iiited 
all  lands  westward  to  the  South  Seal  Jiot  actually  in  the  jmmnhjs- 
sion  of  any  (/hristian  [irince  or  state;  that  the  new  charter  of 
1(>!>1  ex])ressly  included  all  teiritories  comprised  within  the  first 
grant,  that  the  lands  in  dispute  weiv  not  in  the  jMJssession  of 
the  Dutch  in  KVin,  and  that  thei-efore  they  rightfully  I»elouged 
to  Massachusetts.'-* 

Much  controvei'sy  and  ivcrimination  was  caused  alnait  this 
time  on  account  of  the  arrest  hy  order  of  JJvingston  ^»f  one 
I'ayne,  charged  with  the  destruction  of  l.loo  ti*ees  near  An- 
cram  furnace,  who  was  imprisoned  for  sometime  in  Alhany  jail 
in  default  of  hail  to  the  amomit  of  £1,<mk>,  which  was  suhse- 
<piently  furnished  hy  Colonel  J>ydius  under  the  diivctiouof  the 
Boston  government,  and  the  i)risoner  set  at  large." 

During  the  winter  of  1754-5,  the  syndicate  of  llamj>shire 
land  speculatoi*s,  already  i*eferred  to,  induced  the  (ieueml  Court 
to  appoint  a  connnittee  to  lay  out  tliive  new  townshi|>s  within 
the  territ(»ries  claimed  hy  New  Vt>rk.  Two  or  thi-eeof  tlledi^^ 
alfected  tenants,  instig-ated  hy  Ingeivoll,  we;^  meanwhile  indus- 
triously engaged  in  stirring  up  the  otheiv  against  their  laiid- 
lorcl.\  '        

1.  New  York  Artlilvcs  (Ms.).  Ixxvlll,  07 ;  Doc.  Ilbt.  New  York,  Hi,  T67. 

•4.  Now  York  Archives  (Ms.).  Ix.\vlll,  (H. 

8.  ])oo.  niMt.  Now  York,  U>,  rOT-TT-l ;  Ibid.  814. 

4.  Ibid,  111.  774. 
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Tilt!  disturbctl  coiiditiuii  of  alTiiirM  un  tlio  border,  and  the 
ceasc'lt'ss  C'niii})]uiiit8  HriHiii<r  tVoiii  tlio  lawluKs  proeuodiii^H  of 
**tliat  wicked  vurlet  David  IiigeivoU  "  and  liis  "  parcel  of  ras- 
cally I>aiidittv,"  as  Livingston  not  inaptly  termed  them,  at  lenj^th 

,  ai-onsed  the  Xew  York  Aijsenddy  tt»  make  provision  for  the 
necessary  expenses  attending  the  settlement  of  a  provisional 
line.  Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  1754,  conunissioners  were 
agjiin  appointed,  and  fnrnished  with  explicit  instrncti«»ns,  in 
which  the  point  was  most  particnlarly  insisted  npon  that  all 
lands  hei"etofore  gninted  nnder  the  authority  of  New  York 
s1n»uld  he  included  within  her  limits.'  In  July  the  connnis- 
sionei-s  iv})orted  to  the  Assend»ly  that  they  had  met  the  Massa- 
chusetts c<)nnnissionei's,  hut  were  unable  to  etfect  anything,  the 
latter  claiming  that  they  had  no  authority  to  negotiate  for  a 
pmvisional  line,  whereujwn  the  council  reconmiended  the  fol- 
lowing jis  a  final  propositii»n  on  the  part  of  the  Xew  York  gov- 
ernment:— 

I  "That  AVestenhook  river  should  be  the  IkmukIs  or  line  be- 
tween the  two  governnients,  from  the  north  Line  of  Oomiecti- 
cut  as  far  as  the  place  where  the  North  line  of  the  Patent  of 
AVeMtunhuok  crosHUH  that  Kivgr,"  boing  about  uightoen  milus, 
that  fmni  that  pliiuu  ui*  point  un  thu  nahl  Ilivur  a  linu  hhould  liu 
run  Northerly  ko  m  to  leavu  Fort  Maswichni^uttH  onu  hundred 
yards  Eastward  of  such  line."^ 

This  resolution  was  transmitted  by  lieutenant  Governor 
De  I>Jincey  to  (xovernor  Shirley  of  Massjichusetts,  with  a  letter 
strongly  urging  the  accei)tance  of  the  proposition,  but  as  usual 
without  result.  In  the  meantime  the  disaffection  had  extended 
into  the  territories  claimed  by  John  Van  Rensselaer.  In  1748 
or  '40,  one  Robert  Noble^  had  emigrated  from  ShelHekl,  and 


1.  New  York  Council  Minutes  (Ms.),  xxili,  177 ;  N.  Y.  Archives  (Ms.),  IxxvHl,  125,  VJn. 

2.  This  point  was  I'ackwake.    See  note  3.  p.  20,  (ante.) 

3.  New  York  i;ouncll  Minutes  (Ms.),  xxlll.  aOH. 

4.  RonBRT  NonLK.— It  Is  to  be  reffretted  that  so  little  caji  bo  leanied  of  tlio  ciirfiT  of 
IIiIh  brave  ami  cnlcTprisinjt  leader.  The  following  factft,  wlilcli  have  bct-n  coli(!otiMl  from 
ilifTcriint  sourcen,  may  be  of  inturcHt.  Lieutenant  ('ul«)ncl  Arthur  Noble  was  a  nallvo  of 
KnnlskUlen,  Ireland,  who  came  to  New  Kn^land  in  1720,  and  nettled  hi  Ooor^etown. 
York  (.'o..  Maine.  His  brotlier.  Ensign  Francis,  was  one  of  the  early  Inhabitinits  of 
Slicflicld,  Mass.  They  )>oth  fell  in  the  bloody  surprine  at  Minas,  Nova  Scotia,  'lune  11, 
1747.  (See  N.  K.  lllMt.  and  (ien.  Ueff.  Ix,  10(1, 112;  llaliburtonV  Hint.  Nova  Scotia.  11.  132: 
Williamson's  Hist.  Maine,  11,  aX).)  Robert  Noble  wa«  a  son  of  Francis,  the  Sheflicid  set- 
tler. Aprils,  1747.  he  was  made  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  foot  In  Hriff.  Oen.  Waldo'n 
refffment,  raised  In  the  I'rovlnoe  of  Massachusetts  Bay  for  the  redurllon  of  Canada,  In 
tbe  ffuriaon  of  Annapolis,  N.  t).    At  the  oloee  of  the  war  he  returned  to  uhofflold,  wt> 
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scttlod  witliin  tlio  nlle^od  limits  of  the  Ciavunick  manor  in  tin- 
vicinity  of  tlio  present  villa«;e  of  Ipast  Hillsdale.  lie  was  en- 
terprising^, eoum;;eons  and  a<;;;ressive,  and  soon  beeanie  the  ae- 
knowlcd<;ed  leader  of  a  hand  of  kindred  spirits,  who  weix*  ani- 
mated hy  the  oo^imion  pnri)ose,  of  niakin;;a  determined  and  for-- 
eihle  i^esistance  to  the  elaims  of  Livin«;ston  and  A'an  Kensselaer. 
From  174U  nntil  IToi"),  a  eontimml  enn'fjf ration  had  heen  jfoini; 
on  from  Shettield.  (Janaan,  C/<»nn.,  an<l  other  moiv  <Iistant  ))lae(^  , 
to  tiio  ilispnted  territoiy.  S<»me  of  the  pii»neeis  in  this  move- 
ment, or  "s(|natters"  to  use  an  expressive  modern  term,  had  1»»- 
eated  on  the  npj)cr  waters  of  the  Green  river ;  ft  considrnddr 
nnmher  had  estahlished  themselves  alonj;  Piinsit  r ;^ek  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  present  village  of  Spencei't«»wn,  N.  V.,-  and  still 
others  had  ])lanted  themselves  in  the  narrow  hnt  fertile  valleys 
in  the  cjistern  part  of  Hillsdale. 

On  the  8th  of  Anini**t,  1754,  the  hamlet  known  as  "  Dntch 
TIoosi(;k,"  sitnated  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  manor  of 
Tlensselaerwyck,  was  snrpnsed,  i'ava<;ed  an<l  destrf>yed  hy  a  ImmIv 
of  hostile  Canadian  Indians,  who  tlu-cw  out  detached  st-ontini; 
parties  as  far  south  as  St«)ckhnd<;e,  at  which  ])lace  the  lions*'  of 
IV  settlor  wan  uttaekod  and  n  man  mid  two  children  killed."  Thene 
n(!cnn'eneoit  creiited  tlie  niont  IntcnKe  eNcitement  and  alarm. 
Militia  companies  were  orpmized  for  <lefence  in  nearly 
every  settlement  and  town  in  western  Ilampshiiv,  and  forts 
were  hastily  constructed  at  Pontoosuck  and  other  |x»ints.  A 
conjpany  was  mised  on  Taconic  mountai))   and  the   adjacent 

lloil  Ills  father's  ostatP.  and  tlicn  cBta1>1i8)ie<1  lilmsclf.  about  tlio  year  1T49,  within  tliolor- 
riforlort  olalniod  by  Viiti  Ueiixsolacr.  'I'lio  Important  part  wbi<'h  lie  totjk  In  tlie  uiitl  n-iil 
,(llsturbaiu'c>«for8ovcral  years  thereafter  hat*  been  fully  detailetl  in  the  t<>xt.    In  ITU'J  iumI 

ViKt  he  is  called  In  deeds  us  of  Kpremont.     lie  uiarried  Lydia .  who  was  burli-*! 

from  St.  .lames  <'hurcli  In  (iieaf  Harrington,  Sept.  11.  ITTti.  Uis  own  death  oceiirnil 
aliout  .lanuury.  1770,  probably  In  Kuremont.    Ilo  had  three  children.  IW-njamin.  whom. 

May  llates ;    tYancis,  m.  Ijivinia  ,  who  was   bapt.  in  <a.    Ilarrin^on.  May  lt>. 

1T7M,  and  Uetsey,  who  m.  .John  (*)  Ibirjret  of  (Jreat  Harrington.  In  177H,  the  Mass.  Oener.il 
Court  passed  an  act  jiroscrlblng  certain  jiersons,  loyalists,  who  had  deimrted  from  llie 
rnitetl  states.  «>r  joined  the  enemies  thereof,  amonf;  whom  were  Henjaniin  and  Krunelx 
Noble,  then  of  I'ittstield.  Kranel.x  settled  at  St.  John.  N.  H..  anil  was  one  of  the  rcfu>:e«nj 
to  whom  were  trrantcd  the  lands  on  which  that  city  now  stands.  Ilenjamin  went  to 
Now  York,  where  ho  was  killed  l>oforo  the  return  of  peace.— (Sabine's  American  lAtynl- 
Ists.)  Udocs  notapi>oar  that  any  relationship  existeil  between  this  family  and  others  of 
till)  same  name,  wlio  were  anioiiK  the  plonuen  from  Westfiflid,  and  made  the  llrMt  sot- 
ticment  In  Hhoftlold  In  ITSlVfl. 

1.  Amonjr  the  early  sotth'rs  In  the  vicinity  of  Hjioncertown  were  .lohn  Dean.  .Tolin 
Williams,  Seth  and  Truman  rowell.  .lames  Sexton,  Kphralm  Kidder,  und  funiilie*  by  tbv 
name  of  Osbom,  Ijiwrenco,  Siwncer  and  Whitmoro.— Moujrh's  Oar..  N.  Y.,  ao. 

a.  Col.  nist.  N.  Y.,  vl.  noO;  Uoyt'fl  Indian  Wars.  In  this  rniil  14  Immisps,  3H  bams  and 
!i8  barracks  of  wlieat  wcro  destroyod.  (Statement  of  ('apt.  cimpin.  tlien  in  nnmmand  of 
Yat\,  MaMadiuwtts). 
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parts,  of  wliicli  Micliacl  irallenlxH-k  M'ius  commissioned  captain, 
another  in  tlie  soutlieastern  portion  of  Clnverack  manor,  com- 
manded l»y  Ilohert  Nolde,  and  still  another  amon^  the  scttlei*s 
in  8|>encei't<»wn.' 

Pendin*;  the  hreakin«?  ont  of  fnrther  liostilities  with  tlu; 
Fivnch  and  Canadian  sava<;es,  Nohle  and  Jfallenbcck  found 
cmploj'ment  for  tiicir  fonn^s  in  oj>en  resistance  to  tlie  Ncm* 
York  authorities.  In  Fehruary,  1755,  a  (h'spute  arose  between 
some  of  the  NeM*  England  settlers  an<l  one  Joseph  Pixley  of 
Claveiw^k,  who  was  employed  by  Van  llensselacr  to  attend  a 
«;rist-niill;  in  consecpience  of  which  Xoble  with  a  l)arty  of  men 
suddenly  made  their  a])pearance  at  the  mill,  attacked  ami  partly 
destroyed  it.-  A  constable  named  Clark  Pixley  assisted  by  one 
John  ]y[orris  attempted  to  arrest  the  invaders,  but  M'ere  over- 
j>owei*c<l  and  cai)tured  by  them,  and  cai'ried  away  into  Massji- 
clmsetts."  Van  Rensselaer,  in  his  capacity  as  a  ma«;istrate,  at 
once  issued  a  warrant  and  ordered  Abraham  Yates,  hi«rh  sheriff 
of  the  connty  of  Albany,  to  arrest  the  riotei*s.i  Yates  accoi'd- 
in<;ly  appi-ehended  <»ne  Thonuw  Whitney,  wIiomms  j)rominently 
concerned  in  the  affair  at  the  Claverack  mill,  but  had  scarcely 
moi"e  than  done  so,  when  the  i)risoncr  was  rescued  by  Xoblo  at 
;  the  head  of  fifteen  or  twenty  armed  men.  The  sheriff  himself 
was  captured  at  the  same  time,  put  under  a  sti'on^  ^uard  and 
conveyed  a  prisoner  to  Sheffield,  where  one  of  the  magistrates, 
doubtless  Es(piire  Injijereoll,  liekl  Jiim  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
;£15(>  to  appear  for  trial  in  May  folloAving.^ 

Ar  wMrti  as  the  news  of  this  bold  ontra^^e  reached  the  cars  of 
'  Lieutenant  (lovernor  De  Lancey,  he  issued  a  proclamation  for 
the  arrcst  of  Noble  and  his  associates."^  Colonel  John  Van 
Rensselaer,  accompanied  by  Sheriff  Yates  and  a  posse  of  about 
fifty  men  ^vthei*ed  from  Claverack  and  Ancram,  all  well  armed, 
set  out  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  to  endeavor  to  effect  the 
capture  of  Noble  an<l.  his  partisans.  On  April  l.Stli,  they  sin*- 
rctunded  the  house  of  Jonathan  Darby  on  Taconic  mountain, 
which  was  occupied  by  an  asseniblaj^  of  anti-rentei's,  and  suc- 
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,  I'cufled  inciiptnrinsjcJt)sijili  Loomis.  wlm  fnnii  tliol»o«;jinnini;  lunl 
l»ccii  one  of  the  Jimst  proiniiuMit  iiiul  active  of  tlie  insuri^'iitf., 
The  next  (lay  tliey  attacked  Xol>le's  fortified  liousi',  l»ut  N«»Me 
liiinself,  as  it  appears,  liad  «fone  to  SliettieM  tn  advise  In<;ei's<»II 
wliat  was  ;^oin«;  on.  Mrs.  >r«»l»le.  witli  a  spirit  wortliy  of  lier 
Inisliand,  made  tlie  l»est  defence  possible  l>y  l»arrica«lin;;  tlie 
doors.  Tile  sheriff's  party  finally  hroke  in,  captnivd  M>me  of 
Nohle's  arms  an<l  aceontreinents.  and  shortly  departetl,  not  h«».v- 
ever  until  they  had  torn  down  the  nei;;hlK)rin<^  house  of  another 
anti-renter  named  Nehemiah  Hopkins.  The  next  morning  at 
daybreak  tlie  Van  Rensselaer  expedition  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  William  Race  or  Ilees,  on  Taconicr  mountain  and  attem]>ted 
to  arrest  him.  A  violent  altercation  ensued,  in  the  <'oui'se  of 
which  Ilace  was  instantly  killed  l»v  the  discharife  of  a  <rnn  in 
the  hands  of  Matthew  Furlon<r.  one  of  thej^heritrs  party.  \ew»i 
of  this  deplorable  afi'air  was  at  once  carried  to  Sheffield,  wheiv 
it  created  the  most  intens«;  excitement,  (.'ororner  William  In- 
jfersoU  suunnoned  a  jury  and  held  an  iinjuest  over  the  ImmIv. 
who  returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  nnu'der.'-'  A  proclamation  was 
immediatelv  issued  bv  jjeutenaut  (4overnor  Phins  of  Mass;i- 
chusetts,  oll'eriui;  ilno  reward  for  tln'  appndiension  of  the  imr- 
tioi»  enpi^od  in  the  homicide. 

On  tluf  flth  of  May,  acting  imdur  the  authority  of  a  waniint 
isi«ued  by  (/olonel  .lohn  Ashley,  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  llan)|>- 
shiro  county,  Hupj)orted  by  an  arme<l  posse  of  over  one  hun<livd 
men  under  the  eonnnand  of  Ilobert  Xobic,  made  a  des<'ent  uinm 
Livingston's  iron  works  at  Ancram,  iind  <yiptured  the  entiiv 
force  of  workmen,  on  the  charge  of  bein<!:  implicated  in  the 
killiji*^  of  Race.  These  men  were  taken  on  hoi-seback  through  . 
Connecticut  to  Springfield  where  they  were  all  ctuAmitted  to 
jail.^  Furkuig  hoM'cver  waw  not  among  the  numl>er.  Ti^on  tln' 
!jubsc(]uent  examination  of  the  prisonei's  before  a  nuigistnite,  it 
was  foun<l  that  no  complicity  in  the  homicide  could  be  pii>ven 
against  any  of  them,  and  they  wei*e  accordingly  scut  under 
guar<l  to  Shefiield,  with  ordei*s  that  they  be  held  tlieit;  as  lios- 
tagert,  not  to  be  Rct  sit  liljerty  until  the  New  York  authorities 
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should  release  Looinis  and  the  other  insiir<^ciifs  then  in  contine- 
inent  at  Albany.' 

This  Ancram  expedition  was  clearly  an  inuvarrantahle  out- 
rage, and  one  which  reflects  the  utmost  discredit  upoji  its  ur- 
^nizore,  Colonel  Ashley  and  Esquire  In«^ei*soll.  In  the  first 
place  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  evidence  that 
any  of  the  iron-works'  employees  were  imp)icato<l  in  the  Uillinj? 
of  Race,  and  in  the  second  place,  Ancram  lyin«i:  directly  west  of 
'  Connecticut  could  not  by  any  pretense  of  uncertainty  in  the 
J  iMjundaries  \^e  regarded  as  witln'n  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachu- 
•  setts  Ba}'.  The  affair  was  nothing  less  than  a  wanton  invasion 
}>y  an  armed  force,  an  actual  levying  of  war  against  a  neighbor- 
ing province,  apparently  without  a  shadow  of  justiflcatinn. 
Moreover,  the  iron-works  were  at  that  time  engaged  on  a  con- 
tract which  Livingston  had  made  to  supply  carriage-M'heels  and 
ammunition  for  the  expedition  which  was  being  fitted  out  by 
the  United  Colonies  against  Crown  Point  and  Niagara,  for  |>ro- 
tection  against  the  French,  the  common  enemy.  The  furnace 
M'as  threwn  out  of  blast  by  the  arrest  of  the  workmen,  several 
weeks  of  precious  time  were  lost,  and  the  success  of  the  colonial 
ex|)edition  actually  endangered.*  But  IngersoU  and  his  associ- 
ates, like  many  modern  politicians,  cared  but  little  for  the  dis- 
astrous results  that  might  ensue  to  the  welfare  of  thcj  ])ublic,  so 
h»ng  as  they  were  afforded  sufHcient  opportunity  to  gUtify  their 
()crsonal  ambitions  and  revenges.  / 

After  performing  the  exploit  to  which  we  have  just  referred, 
Noble's  anny  of  invasion  was  employed  as  body-guard  to  a 
party  of  surveyors,  which  under  the  authority  of  the  Genei-.d 
Court  previously  referred  to,  connnenced  on  May  10th,  t«i  lay 
out  the  to\Vn8hip8  west  of  Sheffield  and  Stockbridge,  M'hicli 
wei-e  afterwards  known  as  Taconic  and  Nol)letown.' 

Within  a  few  months  after  this  time,  the  land-jobbei*s'  c«»n- 
spiracy  mot  ^vith  an  irretrievable  reverse  in  the  political  and 
linancial  downfall  of  tho  aotivo  and  UDMunipulous  Ingcitioli. 
For  some  unascertained  reason,  but  in  all  probability  mainly  on 
.account  of  his  complicity  in  the  Ancram  affair,  an  oixier  was  is- 
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Mied  by  tlicCTeiicml  Court  in  August  of  that  year,  rcniovinpj 
him  from  the  ofHcus  of  justice  of  the  pence  and  cjiptaiu  of  mili- 
tia, and  forever  <lis(|ualifying  him  from  Itolding  any  otficc  of 
honor  or  protit  under  the  govonnnent.  To  complete  his  dis- 
eoniiiture  his  mills  ;ind  other  property  at  North  Sheffield  wjir 
seized  upon  execution  and  sold  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  his 
creditors.  This  was  a  cnishing  blow  to  the  crafty  Ingersoll, 
and  one  from  which  he  never  recovered,  for  although  lie  sur- 
vived for  many  years,  he  appeal's  to  have  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  comparative  ohscurity.' 

It  seems  probable  that  the  feeling  of  indignation  excited  by 
the  Ancrani  outrage  led  to  a  moi-e  careful  investigation  by  dis- 
interested j)artics  of  the  real  state  of  atfaii*s,  through  which 
means  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  at  length  iKjgjin  to 
realize  that  its  authority  had  been  grossly  abused  and  |)erverte<i 
by  a  coll  science  less  cabal  of  speculators,  for  the  better  further- 
ance of  their  private  ends.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  |>ei*sonal  un- 
popularity of  Ingei'soll,  together  with  the  circumstance  that  he 
was  uiKpiestioiiably  the  instigator  of  the  whole  business,  may 
have  enabled  his  more  resixsctable  associates  in  the  (lenenil 
(Vurt  to  use  him  as  a  s<-ape-goat.  At  all  events,  we  do  not  find 
the  ]\fassachusetts  government  from  this  time  foward  lending 
its  otllcial  sanction  to  schemes  of  colonization  westward  of  the  I 
tniditional  20  mile  line. 

Although  the  anti-rentei*8  found  themselves  thus  suddenly 
bereft  both  of  the  moral  an<l  pecuniai'y  Bupjwrt  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts government,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  were  by  no 
means  disposed  to  submit  jwaceably  to  the  authority  of  New 
York.  In  November,  1750,  Livingston  attempted  to  dispossess 
a  tenant  named  Henry  Ih'usie,  but  found  the  place  defended  by 
one  Jk'iijamin  Fi-anklin,  aided  by  John  Van  Guilder,  the  Indian 
patriai'ch  of  Guilder  Hollow,  and  one  of  his  sons.  A  melee 
unsued,  in  which  one  of  Livingstoirs  men  named  UyponlHjrger 
was  shot  dead  by  the  older  Van  Guilder,  but  the  latter  and  iiis 
son  were  nevertheless  captured  and  safely  lodged  in  AUmny 
jail.  The  numerous  ixjmaining  inenilierH  of  the  Van  Guilder 
family  with  one  accord   vowed  vengvanco  ii|)on   Livingston. 


1.    Tar lur'B  III«t.  UrMt  Barrlnfftun,  Itt. 


52  The   WcMlrfu,  lioHml'trij  <tf  MiHsHtirhtmtfH. 

Tliuy  Hct  out  fur  Stoelvhi'idjfc,  tlii'uuteiiin;;  to  rotiini  at  tlic  liearl 
of  tliu  wliule  trilio  ami  to  aHsiisHJniitu  Iiim.  and  Imni  lii>*  inanur- 
lamse  over  liiw  head.  Tlie  jnitlioHtit's  Iiowuvit  were  (luiekly 
apprised  of  tlioir  hostile  intentions,  and  MM  otHeer  and    25  men 

I  woixi  detailed  l>v  Generid  AI»ercrondtie  to  if'iard  the  manor- 
house,  while  Sir  William  .lohnson.  Superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  who  hapi>ened  to  he  jit  Alhiniv.  dispatched  a  messenjjer 
witii  a  letter  to  Stock l»rid«;e.  and  l»v  the  force  of  his  ofHcial  in- 
Huenee  succeeded  in  preventing  the  projected  rnidJ 

In  Kehruary,  175d,  (lovernor  Ilnrdy  hud  written  to  the  liordf 
of  Trade  recountlujx  the  liiwh'ss  proceedings  on  the  horders,  and 
he^^ln^  that  the  home  government  would  take  proper  measures 
to  compel  the  inhidiitauts  «»f  Massnchusetts  to  keep  within  their 
•  limits  "till  his  Majesty  shall  plcaue  t(»  determine  the  lino  uf  ju- 
risilietioii."'''  After  some  turther  otHcial  correspondence  he- 
tween  the  parties  ctuu'erniuir  the  mutter,  the  J.ords  gave  a  hear- 

[  iiij;  in  London  in  March,  1757,  to  the  resident  a<4:ents  of  the 
i-e-spcctive  i>rovinces,  in  pursiunu'c  (^d  which  they  made  a  uiumi- 
mous  representation  to  the  King,  to  the  elfect  that  there  was 
little  prtrhuhllity  that  the  dispute  would  ever  he  detennined  l»y 

I  Hgreemunt,  and  reeonnnending  his  majesty  ti>  interpose  his  au- 
thority and  settle  such  a  line  of  partition  as  should,   upon  eon* 

,  sidenition  of  the  actual  and  au(;ient  possessions  of  hotli  j)rov- 
inces,  "appear  to  he  just  and  e<piitahle."  The  Lords  expressed 
the  opinion  that  hoth  chartei*s  wei*e  **so  inexplicit  and  defeetive 
that  no  exclusive  infeivnce  can  he  drawn  from  them  with  re- 
r^liect  to  the  extent  of  territory  originally  intended  to  he  gnmted 
hy  thein,"  and  suggested  tluit  a  line  "drawn  northerly  from  a 
point  on  the  south  houu<larv  line  of  Ma.ssachusetts  I3ay,  twenty 
miles  distant  due  east  from  IludsonVriver,  to  another  )>oiut  twen- 
ty miles  distant  from  the  said  river  due  east  on  that  line  which 

,  divides  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  would  l>e  a  just  and  e<pntahle  division."'*  It  does  not  ap- 
\MiM  however  that  the  king  t(.M>k  any  action  in  thin  matter  until 
1767,  and  wliuuliu  did,  he  I'oferi'ud  the  dotunnination  of  the 
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hoiiiHliirv  to  ctMiimissioiit'iv  to  ho  ii|»j)i)iiitcil   I»y  cacli  proviiici.'. 
tliUH  luiiviii^  tlio  iiuittor  exactly  wlicro  it  was  I»efi»ru.' 

The  t'ollowin^r  sprin*;.  May  7,  175".  aiiotlier  anti-rent  riot  oc- 
(Mirred  at  the  house  of  Jiniatliaii  Darhy  on  Tacunic  mountain, 
hetween  a  New  York  Rheritf'h  posse  an<l  a  htxly  of  tliirty-one 
armed  pai'ti^cans,  inehulin^  sevemi  of  the  Van  (»\iil«leiv,  who 
had  furtiticd  themselves  within  the  house.  In  tliisalTm- »lanies 
Hurton  and  (/asper  Ham  were  killed  and  a  mnnhei*  of  otiieis 
woun<led.'-'  (-rovenior  Dehancy  ut  once  iwued  a  prmrlanuition 
ohleHn^  the  apprehension  of  every  peivon  concerned  in  the  af- 
fair at  Darhy's,  and  under  the  authority  «d*  this,  several  of  the 
participants  weiv  arrested,  and  weiv  kept  in  close  contifUMnent 
in  Alhany  jail  for  some  two  years.**  This  vigorous  action  of  the 
Xcw  Vj»rk  authorities  suppressed  the  insurrection  for  the  time, 
and  unitteiv  remained  comjuiiiitively  <pnet  fur  a  consideralde 
period. 

In  17(('i.  'losiali  Loonds  and  one  Uohert  Miller  of  l)uclie?'> 
county,  made  another  attempt  to  incite  an  insunvction  anion^ 
Loonus's  idd  nei^hhors,  hut  were  foiled  hy  the  prompt  action  of 
tho  governor  of  Xi'W  Vork.  who  Issued  a  proclamation  a^raiuft 
the  rin^'leaders,  and  ordered  the  sherilf  to  suppress  all  unlawful 
and  riotous  ;riitherin^s.  at  all  haxards.  and  with  the  whole  fon-e 
at  tho  connnand  of  the  county.' 

Four  years  afterwaiMls  the  anti-ix-nt  disturhanco  hroke  out 
apiin  on  the  Ilensselaer  manor  with  iji'eater  vi«»lence  than  ever. 
Uohert  Nohle.  who  in  the  interval  had  heen  en«f»ijre<l  witii  his 
friends  I)avi<l  Inifeivoll  and  .losiah  Lkiuos  in  the  moiv  |H'ace- 
ful  <K;cupation  of  estahlishing  a  Protestant  Kpisci»|>jd  chuifli  in 
Xorth  Shottiehl  (which  had  now  hecome  incorpoi-.ited  as  a  st^-im- 
rato  town  un«ler  the  name  of  Great  Harrington.)  of  which 
chureli  ho  had  hoon  chosen  one  of  the  wardens.'^  put  himself  at 
tho  head  of  an  armed  force,  and  actually  defeated  a  strong  |n>hh.> 
hoaded  l>y  tho  slieritf  of  Ali»auy,  who  weio  attempting  to  di— 
possess  some  of  tho  "sipiatters"  on  tho  \^ni  Uenssolaer  tnict. 
In  this   atfniy  OurnoliuH  Ton  Hnicck,   one  of  tiio  |misk.'.  mid 
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Thomas  Wliitiiuv.  XoMu's  liciitiMiiiiit  ami  li^lit-liaiul  man.  were 
killcMl,  ami  si'vcral  <ni  hotli  si<k's  woimdt'd.i  Whitney  was  ever 
after  ivjpn'ded  in  his  own  neiirhhorhoud  jis  ti  martyr  to  tlie  cause 
of  anti-rentism,  an<i  an  elalMU'ate  head-stone  wjw  erected  over 
his  «r|-ave  in  the  little  ceineterv  at  N(»rth  Hillsdale.  This  re- 
iie\ve<l  oiitluvak  was  folh>we<i  by  another  proclamation  from  the 
governor  orderin"^  the  arrest  of  Uohert  Nnhle,  for  wlutm  a  re- 
ward of  {:l(K»  was  offered.-  The  sheriff  with  a  larjjje  jiosse  at- 
tai'ked  Xolde's  fortified  house  and  attempted  to  arrest  him.  luit 
Imth  he  and  his  associate  .Fosiah  Lo4»mis,  although  ont-numhered 
and  overpoweivd,  effected  their  escai)e  into  the  neii^hhorinjr  jn- 
•nsjjiction,  amd  we  liear  no  more  of  them  on  the  Xew  York  Hide 
of  the  line.  The  nude  and  file  of  the  rioters,  however,  were  not 
reduced  to  suhjection  until  the  uri'ival  of  a  <ietachment  (»f  the 
Iloval  Infantry,  which  had  been  sent  from  New  York  t(>  sup- 
jHM't  the  civil  authorities. 

i'ursuant  to  the  royal  decree,  commissioners  were  a^ain  ap- 

|N>inte<l  l)V  the  le«rishitures  of  both  provinces  for  the  purpose  (»f 

,  settlin<;  the  boundary,  who  met  at  Xew  Haven  on   the  first  of 

October.  1707.     The  connnissionei's  »)f  Massachusetts  first  pr<>- 

IHisc"*!  a  line  12  miles  ejisf  of  Ifudson's  river  and  pandlel  tt»  its 

j^'iiend  coujse.  to  which  the  N^ew  York  connnissioners  replie«l 

by  pro|>osinj;  a  similar  line  80  nn'les  from  the  river.     The  JMas- 

sjichusetts  commissioners  declined  to  entertain  the  last  named 

pniposition  at  all,  and  proposed  instead  a  line  extending:  due 

I  north  fj'om  "Connecticut  old  corner."  a  point  "esteemed  to  be 

2o  nnles  from  Hudson's  river."  until  it  met  the  north   line  of 

their  province.     Xew  York  refused  to  a<;ree  to  this  pn»posal. 

the  obvious  design  of  which  was  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 

Mitssichusetts  over  all  the  bettlements  which  had   been  made 

without  le«ral  mithority  in  the  territories  west  of  the  Taconic 

;''m«a«ntain8  com])rised  in  Nobletown,  Spencertown  aifci  New  Ca- 

/tihnn,  but  cxpiVHscd  a  willingness  to  aecej)t  a  line  24  miles  fi-om 

•the  riyer.  in  oi-der  to  nave  to  Now  York  tl»o  *' rights"  of  the 

lleiisselaer  family.     Finally  Massachusetts  agi-eed  to  accept  the 

stmight  line  re<'onniiended  by  the  TjOIhIs  of  Tmde,  having  each 


1.    Dof.  Uist.  New  Yurk,  lii,  881. 
;:.    Ibid,  iU.  830. 
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of  itrt  tonnini  2<»  miles  iluo  oast  of  tlie  river,  aiul  sfciteil  that  I 
tl lev  could  not  eoiiseiit  to  "aiivtliinj^  more  ilisulvanhiiriMuis," 
In  i'cj)ly  t(»  this,  tlie  New  York  eomniissionei's,  wliileox|)ivssin«r 
tlieir  willin<;ncss  to  accept  ft  line  2n  miles  frtun  the  river,  in- 
sisted tliat  its  terminal  ]>oint<>n  the  nm-thern  honndarv  of  Mas- 
saclmsetts  slionld  he  fonn«l  hy  means  f»f  a  measurement  at  rij;ht- 
an^les  to  the  «;enenil  course  of  the  river,  which  is  heiv  <'onsid- 
erahly  to  the  east  (tf  nortii.  After  approaching;  so  near  to  an 
ajrreement,  the  two  lines  proposed  heinj;  scai*cely  a  mile  apait  at 
thuir  northern  oxtrmities  and  mcetin;<  in  a  common  point  at 
the  south,  neither  party  would  make  any  fmtlier  concession  and 
the  conference  1  roke  up.  In  Fehruary  followinjr  tlie  (icni'nil 
(/ourt  of  Massju'husetts  resolved  that  it  wouhl  .a^ritv  to  the  last 
proposal  made  hy  its  c<»nnnissionei's.  anci  further  concee<le< I  that 
the  distance  nn'^lit  he  <letermined  in  horizontal  measniv.'  Tims 
th{!  matter  rested  for  ten  years. 

In  1772,  tlic  rtuthurities  of  New  York  snccecdinl  in  arn'stin«r 
the  principal  memhers  of  a  ;<Hn«;  of  counterfeiteiv  which  had 
for  sometime  infested  the  dehatahle  teiTitorv  near  the  honndarv. 
A  numherof  these  werc  tried,  sentence*!  to  death,  and  execnti-d 
at  Alhany,  anuMig  otliei's  one  Gill  IVlcher  of  (Jivat  I>;uTin«;ton, 
whose  worksliop  tnulition  attirms  to  have  heen  in  the  natural 
hiding-place  cast  of  Gi-eat  Barrinifton  villaije,  since  known  as 
Delcher's  cave.-  The  counterfeits  wei"e  <»f  New  York  curivncy. 
Tliey  weiv  manufactmvd  in  Givat  Harrini^ton  and  ShetKehl.  hy 
Helcher  and  one  Ethan  Lewis,  and  weiv  pjuvsed  hy  confedenitos 
at  convenient  points  in  the  vicinity  of  the  homidary.-'  The  ar- 
rest «»f  these  worthies  led  t<»  new  complications  hetween  the  two 
«fovernments,  which  at  least  served  to  emphasize  the  ne<*ossity  of 
estjihlishhij;  a  certain  and  definite  line  of  jurisdiction. 

1.    The  Jounml  of  i)ie  i>r<K'CC<lln;rf  of  tlio  rominlssioinT!*  at  the  Now  Uavoii  ••oiifer- 
vnvv  iriiHV  ite  found  in  fnil  In  New  York  0»'n.  Asnonihlv  Joiirnnl.  II-'JO. 

.».  "riiylor's  UiHt.  (irout  HiiiTlnuton.  218. 
• .  3,  Thin  orumil/.Ktlim  of  muntcrfolten  iijipciu-s  tolmve  htH-n  ti  very  cxten.-lve  one.  ami 
to  hiivecH\iN(><l  u  i;r<'ut  tlealof  troiihlohotli  tothehilifililtiuitx  iin<l  to  theaiitltorllle>,  all 
iihtn^r  fh«  Nhw  York  fnoitlei- fitini  Vermont  to  |.oiij{  IhIhikI  sonnd.  In  the  New  York 
Aivlilvea,  (vol,  xelx,  41t-5(», i ai"0  pn'xcrved  «  nuinlx-r  of  petitions  for  executive  ch'nM'ney. 
In  whleli  n\imy  hiterestlnjr  and  eurlouw  facts  nro  IneldeJitlv  dlwlow-d.  Anionif  tlM^M- 
iK'Htloneiv  arc  (Ul.  Uolehm-.  above f«fern'd  to.  John  Smith  (of  eourm').  .lohn  Wall  l.«>vely 
and  1)1-.  .loxejih  Uill.  It  a|)|K>ar»Miat  lx>vely  and  oncWilliani  lluhbard  ur  llullMjit.  a  «>ii 
of  obadlah  llnhhard  of  KiiHt'ld.  ("onn.,  tuinal  HtHtcV  evidence  atralnnt  thi-ir  i-onfiiler- 
alex,  wliieh  led  to  their  arn-sl  and  eonvhtlon.  and  In  view  <if  his  ^^•rvlel•s  In  thl^«  mailer, 
and  of  hlH  prevlonn  »ro<»<l  ehnraetcr.  Iluhhard  wu«  jwinloni-fl  hy  tJov.  Tryon  on  January 
8.  1773.  It  In  proliahic  that  uio.^t  of  the  otlicn*,  if  not  all  of  lliom.  MnflTeral  IIh-  iienalljr  (4 
tiivlr  crinios. 
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\  Accur<liii«(ly  in  May,  1773  jinotlier  sot  of  connnissiuncjis  met 
at  Hartford,  at  mIii'cIi  Tryon  and  Ilutcliinson,  tlic  royal  ^ov- 
criioi's  «»f  till*  res|>e<ttivc*  provincos,  wore  pi'csont.  A  siirvoy 
nliicli  liad  liooii  made  l»_v  Mr.  Vonii«r  <»m  tlie  ice  tlio  preooodin*; 
wintor  was  laid  hoforo  tlio  joint  coimiiission,  wliioli  showod  that 
the  <;onond  comso  of  Ilndson's  river  hetwcen  the  respective 
points  of  intersection  ^>f  the  north  and  sonth  linos  of  the  ISfas- 

!  sachusetts  j)atcnt,  was  north  21  de^.  10  nun.  8o  sec.  oast.  AVhen 
hoth  parties  are  desirous  to  Rirreo,  thei'o  is  usually  not  much  ilif- 
liculty  in  arriving  at  a  result,  and  after  a  very  hrief  discussion 
this  teditMis  and  discreditahlo  controversy,  which  had  now  con- 
tinued for  ni<»re  than  a  century,  was  terminated  hy  the  execu- 
tion of  a  mutual  indenture,  ♦^hat  the  line  should  he  run  from 

I  "Connecticut  old  cnrner"  parallel  to  the  general  course  (»f  Ilud- 
s<»n's  river,  viz:  north  21  deg.  lo  min,  8(»  sec.  east,  as  deter- 
mined hy  Mr.  Young,  till  it  intersected  the  northern  line  of 
the  province,  which  was  precisely  the  boundary  which  had  l>een 

jf  ivcoimnended  l»y  the  king's  connnissioners    ninety-nine  years 

,     iK'folt'.l  ' 

It  wouM  socnj  that  when  the  initial  point  and  direction  <»f 
the  line  had  heen  detinitely  agreed  upon,  the  comparatively 
simple  opei-.itioji  of  tracing  it  upon  the  ground  might  have  heen 
eiTected  without  the  further  recurrence  (jf  (;aptious  disputes 
upon  insigniiicant  details,  but  such  was  hy  no  means  the  case. 
The  joint  commissionoi's  of  the  two  provinces,  accompanied  hy 

,  their  i*csi)ectivo  surveyoi's  ami  chainmen,  met  at  the  "old  cor. 
nor"  on  the  11th  of  October  following.  After  running  the 
jine  on  the  agree<l  course  about  20  miles  northward  over  the 
roughest- regi<»n  to  be  found  among  the  Taconics,  a  new  pretext 
ff>r  contention  was  found.  Major  Joseph  Hawloy,  one  of  tho 
Masssichusetts  connnissioners,  hap))cned  to  discover  that  the 
line,  which  was  being  run  in  the  usual  nuinner  by  means  of  a 
tninsit  and  sight-stakes,  wonhl  trend  a  triHc  farther  east  than  a 
line  nni  by  tho  needle,  by  resuson  of  the  progressive  increase  of 
the  westerly  variatitm  as  the  survey  proceeded  northward,  and 
lie  theivforo  insiste*!  ui>on  altering  the  coui*8e  from  the  begin- 
ning.    A  dispute  at  once  connnenced  which  itisnltod  in  the  »ns- 

I.    Col.  nb<t.  Nmw  York,  vHI.  ITA  :  Uikl,  ill.  *J«).  'SW.    A  cstpjr  of  the  llnrtruni  atrreement 
Is  In  New  York  Men.  I)<w.  1874.  No.  1U8. 


A  Federal  lloundxiry  Commission  apj^omffd.  57 

pension  of  tlic  work.'  Soon  after  tliistlic  twnMes  imineilisitoly 
prcce(lin<;  tlie  outbreak  of  the  llevolution  en«rros(<e<l  jniMic  at- 
tention to  hucIj  an  extent  that  nothin*;  fuitlicr  was  (h»ne  in  the 
matter  for  many  years. 

On  tlie  2r)th  of  September,  17S4,  anotlier  fruitless  attempt  t<» 
nin  tlie  line  was  made  by  a  new  set  of  joint  eonnnissioneiv  who 
had  been  duly  appointed  by  both  states.  The  cause  of  disa- 
i^roement  this  time  wjis  in  respect  to  the  jn'ojK'r  all(»wance  to  1k» 
made  for  the  change  in  the  declination  of  the  magnetic  needle 
since  1773.  After  spending  some  ten  days  on  the  s|H>t  discusti- 
ing  the  subject,  and  running  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  line, 
the  commissionei'8  were  as  usual  unable  to  come  to  any  satisfac- 
tory agreement,  and  the  work  once  more  susj)ende<l.- 

Finally  in  1784,  the  ^Eassachusetts  legislature  ixjtitionetl  Con-  ' 
gross  for  a  fedend  connnission.  A  hearing  took  place  in  Decem- 
lx;r  of  that  year,  at  which  bc»th  parties  were  represented,'  and 
measures  were  taken  M'hich  resulted  in  the  apiHiintment  by  Con- 
gress of  Thomas  Ilutchins,*  Rev.  Dr.  John  Ewing,'"' and  David 
Uittenhouse,"  as  conniiissioneiv."  After  much  legislation  and 
correspondence,  the  membei-s  of  the  joint  conmiission  once  more 
assembled  on  July  liJ,  1787,  at  the  "old  comer,"  and  after  mak- 
ing allowance  for  the  change  of  variation  of  the  needle  since 
the  date  of  the  agreement  in  1773,  a  period  of   14  years  and  2 

1.  Report  of  William  NIcoll  and  (ierard  Uancker.  New  York  Archives  (Mr),  c,<%: 
Now  York  Hint.  Soo.  Coll.  1861),  p.  «» 

8.  Report  of  Oemrd  Danoker.  (Ms.)  Clinton  Papors,  N.  Y.  state  Library,  zix.  No. 
G,5.%. 

S.    Journals  of  Congress,  Iv,  4M. 

4.  TiioMAS  HuTcuiNB,  h,  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  about  1790 ;  entered  the  military  8or\-ic<*al 
an  early  ago,  became  captain,  was  an  engineer  in  Oen.  Houquut's  expedition  agniiiat  lh«* 
Shawnees  in  1T04.  Was  Imprisoned  In  London  in  177U,  because  of  his  known  dev<»ti<>ii 
to  the  American  cause.  Soon  afterwards  he  sailed  from  tYanue  to  Cliarleston.  s.  r.. 
and  Joined  the  army  under  Uroono  with  the  title  of  "geoi;raphor  general."  Uu  imbllxhfU 
u  number  of  jreographical  workn  which  were  largely  used  by  Dr.  Monte  In  c<Hn|»illntf 
his  American  Oazetteor.    He  d.  at  IMttsburgh,  Aprils,  17H0. 

0.  John  Ewiko.  1).  D.,  b.  Nottingham,  Md..  June  ^.  1T82,  was  pastor  of  First  Prw- 
byterlan  church  of  Philadelphia  in  1750,  and  provost  of  Unlversiiy  of  Penn.,  frt>m  17TW 
until  his  death  in  1802.  He  was  vice  president  of  the  Am.  Philosophical  society,  ami  a 
man  of  considerable  scientific  attainments. 

0.  David  Rittenhouse,  F.  R.  S.,  LL.  D.,  b.  April  8, 174J,  near  Germantown.  Penn., 
taught  himself  mathematics  while  a  boy  on  his  father's  farm,  became  a  dlstinguisli«>U 
clock-maker,  was  employed  in  connection  with  Mason  and  Dixon  in  1703,  in  dt-tormininjr 
the  initial  point  of  their  survey,  which  he  did  with  instrunients  of  his  own  con8tnicti«>n. 
He  settled  In  Philadelphia  in  1770,  where  he  manufacture«l  clocks  and  mathematicul  In- 
struments; became  prexident  of  the  Am.  Philosophical  society  on  the  de^tli  of  Dr. 
V'runklin  In  1791 ;  wp.s  h  member  of  Pennsylvania  constitutional  convcution,  state  tn-a-s- 
urer  1777-«U;  director  of  V.  8.  Mint  17tft}-5,  and  was  chosen  Fellow  of  the  Hoyul  Society 
hi  ITIXi,  He  was  ei.'M'loycd  in  fixing  the  boumlariw  of  Pennsylvania,  New  .lcrw>y.  New 
York  and  other  states.    D.  at  Phila.,  June :»,  171M.— (Uarton's  Ufo  of  lUttenlHMiM;.) 

7.    Jonmals  of  ConRrera,  It.  007. 
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montliP,  the  lino  m'rr  finally  rnn  by  transit  on  a  conrse  north  15 
(letr.  12  inin.  0  sec.  cast  (magnetic).  The  lino  was  fcnind  to  pass 
over  an  cxcecdinf^ly  rough  coinitry,  and  the  coninnssioners  did 
not  i-each  the  northwest  corner,  near  "Williamstown,  until  Au- 

'  jHist  4.  During  the  survey  the  instrumental  (»l>servations  were 
taken  hy  llittenhousc  and  Simon  Do  Witt,  and  the  linear  meas- 
urements were  made  hy  (lerard  Bancker.  The  paity  consisted 
c»f  Messi-R.  Ilitteidiouse,  Ewing,  Ilutchins,  representing  the  gen- 
eral government,  Bancker  and  De  Witt  in  hehalf  of  New  York, 
and  Edwards,  Sedgwick  and  Williams  in  hehalf  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  a  numhcr  of  guides  and  assistants.     The  line  when 

]  completed  was  found  to  measure  50  miles,  41  chains  and  79 
links  in  length.'  The  work  was  performed  with  such  accuracy, 
that  so  far  as  is  known,  n«»t  the  slightest  dispute  has  ever  arisen 
in  rcferencc  to  it  «luring  the  J>S  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
its  completion. 

The  New  Haven  conference  of  1707,  while  it  did  not  result 
in  an  actual  agi*eement,  nevertheless  came  so  nea>"  it  as  to  render 
It  coi'tftin  thp  houndary  would  ultimately  ho  ostn'     hod  otadin* 

•  tmu'O  of  id)out  2(»  uiIIoh  from  IIudHon'M  rivor,  an;  moo  tlmtthu 
settlomontH  which  had  hcun  made  hy  the  Now  England  pooi)l(? 

»  in  Nohletown,  Spencei-town  and  New  Canaan  would  fall  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  York. 

In  May  of  that  year  the  jiropnetore  of  Spenccrtown  made 
what  was  pix)hahly  their  last  api)eal  to  the  authorities  of  the  old 
province.  On  ,thc  7th  of  that  month,  it  was  "Voted  that  a  me- 
morial he  forthwith  sent  to  Boston  hy  the  Committee  with 
Noble  town  and  t<K:konock  Reciucsting  the  protection  of  the 
Goveniment  of  the  massachusette  Bay.  Voted,  to  join  with 
n(»b]etown  in  sending  a  man  to  sec  Mr.  Ingoi'sal  as  nn  ntor- 
ncy."2 

S<)  far  us  api)eai-8  from  the  recoi*d8,  Robert  Livingston  made 

no  further  effort  to  maintain  his  claim  to  the  lands  on  Taconic 

I  mountain,  after  the  results  of  the  New  Haven  conference  Imd 

1.  Tlie  Journal  and  field  notes  of  the  survey  are  in  Field  Book  No.  40,  In  the  office  of 
the  N.  V.  state  Knidneer  and  SnrA-oyor.  pi>.  l-no.  and  a  M«.  map  (No.  OH  In  same  office) 
wax  <o|>lc4l  fntni  the  orlidnal  In  tht*  suto  Department  at  WoshlnRton  by  8imun  be  Witt. 
Anuther  ropy  Is  In  the  Maxwiohusottn  Arclilvos,  whore  the  writer  examined  It  In  IBM.  It 
in  well  cxn-iitcd.  and  exhiltltx  the  t<>|ioimii>liy  for  Mimo  little  dIstAnce  on  each  sfcle  of  tn« 
line. 

t.   nint.  rolambla  ronntx  (Art.  H|imeortown). 
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indicated  tlic  appioxiiiiatc  position  of  the  iMmiidiiry.  On  j^Iaix'h 
15tli  and  2l>tii,  1757,  thu  scttleiv  piircliasfd  these  lands  in  two 
separ.ite  parcels  from  the  8tuckhri<l<j:e  Indians.'  These  pur- 
cliaxcs,  so  far  as  thev  were  situated  to  the  eastward  of  the  fo- 
ndle line,  were  continued  hy  a  <;i-ant  of  the  i)rovince  of  JMaissi- 
chusetts  Bay  in  1774,  and  lands  have  since  heen  hehl  under 
titles  derived  from  the  proprietoi-s  of  this  jrmnt.  The  towu- 
shij)  was  incorpoi-ated  under  its  present  name  of  Mtunit  Wash- 
ington in  177U.  It  is  to  he  regretted  tliat  in  their  detenuina- 
tion  to  sweep  away  every  vestige  of  the  hated  maiu>rial  propri- 
etorship, the  inhahitants  should  have  gone  to  the  length  of  re- 
placing tlie  significant  an<l  heautitul  luune  of  Taconic,- hy  the 
patriotic  hut  nevertheless  inapproju'late  one  of  Mount  "Washing- 
ton. It  is  to  he  hoi)ed  that  we  may  yet  witness  the  ivstonition 
of  the  ancient  and  historical  name  of  the  oldest  settlement  of 
IJerkshire. 

In  17<»S,  the  "groat  cause."  as  it  was  termed,  l»etween  the 
Crown  and  John  Van  Ilensst'lacr  M-as  tried  hcfoi*e  Justice  Jone^ 
at  Now  Vork,  This  suit  was  technically  for  an  intrusion  u|m»ii 
thu  Crown  liindH.  hut  itc  real  ohject  wan  to  detennino  thu  legal 
extent  and  UmitM  of  the  (Maverack  manor.  The  venlict  of  the 
jury  was  ill  favor  of  Van  Jtenssdaer,  hut  nevertheless  for  rea- 
sons which  do  not  fully  appear,  in  a  petition  to  the  governor  of 
New  Vork  in  177",  the  latter  ofTeivd  to  suri-ender  the  dispiiteil 
j)ortion  of  the  Clavcnick  patent  o\\  ciHiditionof  i-eceivinga  coii- 
tirmatorv  irrant  of  the  ivmaindciv''  This  compromise  was  accord- 
ingly  etfected  in  1773.  and  the  eastern  boi-tion  of  the  jNitent 


1.  Th«  flrs  of  tlioH©  tractn  coircsiHirnls  ai>nroxlnmtelv  with  the  nrvsent  to^vn^•hlp  «»f 
Copakc,  and  the  Itxltan  dool  Ih  in  sprinuflvhl  records  (Ms),  I,  J-M.  The  Kocond  tract  Is 
Biibstaiithill)-  tho  present  town  of  Mount  Washlnjrton.  and  is  In  8pring:field  rocopd».  L  II. 
Tlie  conveyance  \*  from  Henjauiln  Kaukeewenoh  and  others  to  John  Dibble  and  10 
otJiorM,  and  tlie  consldcrutlon  Is  tlTTj. 

•i.  Tafihkau'tme,  Taughkanghnirk,  mod.  Tacontr  Mts.  Tlio  name  lias  J»«cn  said  to 
moan  "  water  enougli "  and  f  o  liiive  l)C«'n  taki-n  from  a  Mprlncr  on  the  west  side  of  ^Vlount 
Tom  In  Copake,  N.  Y.,  wliieli  wa»  a  favorlio  report  of  liio  Indiana.  (lloiiKh'sOar..  N.  Y.. 
•JW.)  This  Interpretation  id  certainly  wronif.  but  of  a  dozen  more  prol)ablo  one«  tJuit 
niiKlit  be  sujfKcsled,  it  cannot  bo  affirmed  tliat  any  is  certainly  riKlit.  The  least  ohjoct- 
lonuble  is  "forest"  or  "  wilderness."  tlie  Delaware  tarhnnirien  which  I<el«bcrK»T  tmn*- 
liilos  by  "  woodv."  "  lull  of  woods,"  but  literally  "  wild  land,"  '  foret«t."  A  i«ketc-h  of 
Sliekomeko,  (Dutclicss  county,  N.  Y.).  drawn  by  a  Moravian  misMlonary  In  1745,  show* 
In  tlie  distance  eastward  a  mountahi  summit  marke<l  "  K'tuk<inalfchitn,  tho  W«  mo«in- 
taln."  (Moravian  Memorial,  tw.)  a  name  which  n«olvo8  itsi-lf  \nio  k«tl>ikoin«>rmlchM 
irroat  woody  mountain,  I.  c.  ureal  Taconic  tronntuln.  (Trumbull's  Indian  Name^  <»f 
Conn.)  The  name  is  spoiled  twenty  or  thirty  dlffcrvnt  ways  In  tho  An-blv«sof  New  York. 
Massachusetts  and  counootlcut. 

8,    Mew  York  Land  rap«ni  (Ms.)  ixix.  55. 
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was  suriviiclorocl  to  the  Cimwii,  fnun  wliicli  circiuiiHtHiicc  it  wftp 

iov  many  jurtrs  known  a«  the  Kln^V  diHtrietJ 

In  1771  Jind  1772,  tliu  inhiihitantH  of   j^ohlutown,  S]KMK*t'r- 

town'-'nncl  Kcw  Canaan,"  petitioned  the  New  York  jr«»vernnient 

for  grants  of  their  ivspeetive  townships.     Tlie  mMw  of  Conniet 

Horjfiijxhrthlt  hIso  [xititioiied  for  a  ^rant  of  tlie  tract  near  Kin- 

kerliook,  wiiicii  had  been  pui*ehased  l>v  liini  from  tlie  Indians  in 

i  . 

172JV'  and  so  also  did  a  nnnd)er  of  the  Indians  themselves,  who 

had  served  dm-ing  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  wln»  repitj- 

titinted  that  the  lands  they  aisked  for  had  never  heen  indd  by 

their  ancestoiv." 

In  1774,  Nathaniel  ('olver  and  flames  Savaj^e  weitj  sent  to 
England  hy  the  inhabitants  of  the  three  townships,  to  secnre  a 
n»yal  grant  contirnn'ng  their  titles  to  the  laiuls  un  which  they 
weits  settled,  but  owing  no  donbt  to  the  growing  disaffection 
lietween  the  colonies  and  the  royal  government,  they  weit)  not 
miceessful  in  their  mission."  These  troubles  wci*e  not  finally 
terminated  imtil  an  act  of  the  legislatui-e  of  the  state  of  New 
Y'ork  in  17JM,  confirmed  the  title  of  the  settlers  to  all  lands 
then  actually  occupied  by  them.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know 
that  these  lands  at  last  came  into  the  hands  of  the  ^K-'rsons  who 
had  fairly  purchased  them,  and  not  stolen  them  from  the  right- 
ful ownei*s. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  anti-renters  in  170(1,  and  the  flight  of 
Noble  and  LMtnus  into  New  England,  they  did  not  again  rally 
111  force — at  least  under  the  same  pi*etcxt, — for  a  ipiarter  of  a 
century.  ^lany  acts  of  violence  mrnrred  within  tiiis  region 
during  the  Ilevolutionary  jwriod,  Imt  these  perhaiw  wei'e  due  in 
u  givat  measure  to  the  political  animosities  of  the  times.  In 
ITtil,  the  disturbanccH  i-ecommenced  at  Nobletown.  An  armed 
mob  assembled  who  thi-eatencd  and  finally  asnassinated  the 
sheriff  of  Columbia  comity  while  in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties. Intense  excitement  prevailed,  but  the  vigorous  measures 
of  the  authorities  soon  (pielled  tho  outbreak."     Tho  spirit  of 

I.    Now  York  Land  l>apen  (Ms.),  xxxli,  188, 197;  Ibkl.  xxxltl.  H.    King's  dtetriut  was 
officially  established  Mar.  24, 1773. 
S.    Ibid,  xxxil,  114. 

3.  n)ld,  xxxli.  116 ;  xxxlU,  9. 

4.  Ibid,  xxxiil,  4.  6. 

5.  Ibkl,  xxxiti.40.  .'iO. 

6.  Ilou/rh's  Gazetteer  of  N.  v.,  aw. 

7.  For  a  somewhat  fall  account  of  the  antlrcnt  disturbances  In  Columbia  uountf.  «•• 
pocialljr  subseqaent  to  the  Uerolutlon,  soo  lllsionr  of  Columbia  County. 
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anti-rentlsui,  tlioiij^li  not  (Icacl,  was  not  notifoaMy  nianiffstnl 
for  the  next  fifty  yuaiv,  hut  In  IJSJV.K  tliu  (lIsilTfctud  tenants  of 
all  the  inanui*>i  conibinud  and  perfected  an  extensive  Jiss4»c'iati«»n. 
They  ultimately  succeeded  in  «;ettin^  the  jxditical  contixd  «»f  the 
stat«  into  their  hands  hy  holding  the  halance  of  i)ower  l>etueen 
the  ivj^ular  parties,  and  \ty  well  devised  le«;lslative  nieasui-es  in 
virtually  dealin«f  a  death-hhiw  to  the  feudal  system.  This  re- 
sult was  hut  the  logical  sequence  of  the  jmlicy  of  dishonesty 
ami  gi"eed  delihemtely  adopted  hy  the  original  loitls  of  the 
manoix.  Their  unlawful  appi\»priation  of  unpuivluised  lands 
put  lnti»  the  hands  of  an  e<pially  unscru[)ulous  enemy  an  op|M»r- 
tunity  for  mischief,  which  he  wjw  not  slow  to  use  In  further- 
ance of  liis  own  ends.  The  flame  of  I'ehellion  agiiinst  the  land 
monopolists,  kindled  hy  David  Ingersoll  In  1752,  was  not 
cpiunched  for  a  century.  "With  n(»w  add  then  an  outha>ak  it 
smouldci'ed  until  l.s.52,  when  the  anti  ivnters  finally  triumpiie*! 
in  a  test  case  which  had  Ikjcu  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appe;ds, 
and  to  the  sHtisfaction  of  alt  gtHxl  citizens  this  disturhing  ele- 
ment disapjxsarud  forever  from  the  |K>liticHl  iiistory  of  the  state 
of  Now  York. 


APPENDIX. 


TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  MOHAWK  AND  STOCKBRIDGE  INDIANS. 

(Connecticut  AkIiIvoh,  IndUtnr,  Hook  II.,  p.  AH.) 

We  the  Sachems  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Mohaks  assembled  this  day 
at  Fort  Stanwix  together  with  the  Indians  of  StockbridKC  in  the  presence  of 
Sir  William  Johnson  Rart,  his  Majestie's  Superintendent  of  Indian  alTairs— 
do  at  the  desire  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  and  in  consequence  of  a  former 
promts  made  them  in  publick  meeting  Now  declare  and  make  known  to  all 
people  that  we  do  freely  and  unanimously  yield  up  and  quit  any  claim  wc 
may  have  had  to  Lands  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  River  or  to  any  pre- 
tensions  they  the  Stockbridgc  Indians  may  have  along  the  cast  bounds  of 
our  just  and  true  claims  which  is  bounded  by  Hudson's  River  upwards  tu 
Fort  Edward,  thence  to  Wood  Creek  and  from  thence  along  the  same  to 
Lake  Champlain  and  down  the  same  to  the  mouth  of'  Otter  Creek  the 
country  to  the  Westward  of  which  that  has  not  been  fairly  disposed  of  by 
us  or  our  ancestors  remaining  in  us  as  the  rest  formerly  did,  all  which  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  do  acknowledge  neither  arc  they  ever  to  dispute  any 
sales  of  Lands  formerly  made  to  the  eastward  of  Hudson's  River  by  the 
Mohawks,  at  the  same  time  we  the  Mohacks  do  acknowledge  the  tittle  of  the 
Scalicock  Indians  to  the  Lands  cast  of  our  Hound.  And  wc  the  Mohacks 
And  Stockbridge  Indians  do  declare  the  foregoing  Hounds  lu  be  Just  and 
true  and  mutually  covenant  to  abide  by  the  same  forever,  and  wc  desire 
that  this  our  agreement  may  be  entered  in  the  superinf^ndent's  office  that  it 
may  be  more  efTectually  preserved. 

In  Testimony  whereof  wc  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mohacks  and  Stockbridge 
Indians  have  hereunto  affixed  our  marks  at  Fort  Stanwix  the  30th  Day  of 
September  1768. 

AllRAIIAM,  1 

John,  ;•         Al«hack  Chiefs. 

Hkndrick,  J 

Jacob,         i 

John,  [-     Stotkbridf^c  Chiefs. 

Solomon,    ) 


ij 


Map  of  the  Boundary  Between 

lSSACHUSETTS  &  NEW  YO 

SHOWING  THE  ANaENT 

COLONIAL  AND  PROVINCIAL  GRA;>.V 

AND  BVmXMXV^^ 


MtmbtrtfBtrlakirt 


BUIcneotmndMmUi^a»ti^ 


Map  of  the  Boundary  Between 

MASSACHUSETTS  &  NEW  YO 

SHOWINO  1 

COLONIAL  AND  PROVINCIAL  GRAUV 

Ajn>   eKTTLXKXMTm. 


